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 Church Secretary: 
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       Email:  
       office@kennfirstlutheran.org 
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      JoLene Gilmore, Teacher 
      Karen Martell, Teacher 
      email: Darla.LTP@gmail.com 
      phone: 783-7657 
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      Email: kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

 Organist: Kim Barney 

 Choir Director: Jeff Gilmore 

 Custodians: Al & Marta Cristales 

 Nursery Attendants: Michelle Fos-
ter, Jessie Janikowski 

Grow in Faith, Share God’s Love with All! 

Our beloved camp, Camp Lutherhaven, is celebrating it's 70th year of ministry in 2016. 
Originally imagined as a retreat for returning WWII GI's and their families to spend time 
and reconnect after the war, it has continued to bless the people of the Pacific Northwest 
for decades. In these recent years, people from all over the country come to Camp Lu-
therhaven and Shoshone Mountain Retreat for programming they can't find anywhere 
else--and it's right in our back yard! What a blessing! 
 
If you have attended camp in ANY way in the last 70 years, Lutherhaven Minis-
tries wants to hear from YOU! Please consider celebrating this major ministry 
milestone with our friends at camp! 
 
~Pastor Kristen  
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BECOME A PART 

OF OUR CHURCH 

FAMILY   

We will be celebrating 

New Member Sunday in 

May! If you or someone 

you know is interested in 

becoming a member of 

First Lutheran, or just 

wants more information 

on the membership pro-

cess, please let us know 

on your worship attend-

ance slip!  

 

HONORING OUR 

NEIGH-

BOR’S 

FAITH 

Are you 

curious 

about the 

beliefs of 

different religions? Won-

dering what makes Lu-

therans different from 

Catholics? Presbyterians? 

Seventh-Day Adventists? 

What about Christianity 

compared to Islam?  

The Adult Sunday 

School class has begun 

looking at the answers to 

these and similar ques-

tions—and you are wel-

come to join the conver-

sation! The class meets 

Sunday mornings at 9:15 

in the Fireside Room. 

Grab a cup of coffee and 

a cookie from the Fellow-

ship Hall and join us!  

  STEPHEN MINISTRY SUNDAY: 

On Sunday, April 10th, we will celebrate 14 years of Ste-
phen Ministry in our congregation.  One of our Stephen 
Ministry leaders will share information about Stephen 

Ministry and what it has meant to him in his 
life.  Come learn about Stephen Ministry and if it would 

be right for you, either as a Stephen Minister, or as 
someone needing the one-on-one care of a Stephen Min-

ister.  

 

2nd Harvest Mobile Food Bank  

Wednesday, April 6 12-2 p.m. 

We will be again be hosting the Mobile Food bank here 
at Kennewick First Lutheran.  Distribution will be from 

12-2.  Volunteers will need to be at the church ready to 
set up by 11:00.  Members, family & friends of all ages 
are invited to come and help distribute food to those in 

need.  
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From the Bishop 
 
God’s Beloved People, 
 
I’ve just read a very helpful piece written 
by Ken Inskeep of the ELCA Research 
and Evaluation Office.  Ken’s office is 
funded by our “mission support,” the por-
tion of our congregational budget that 
goes to unrestricted support of the church 
as synod and Churchwide offices.  Just as 
important, this kind of paper would not 
be possible except for your annual paro-
chial reports, so thank you to all those of 
you who have filed yours this year and 
“Please, please!” to the rest of you!  We 
need your information to plan for our 
common future!  
 
Ken is a skilled and trusted interpreter of 
ELCA statistics and a very fine writer and 
armchair theologian.  In this piece, a 
background paper to the effort Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has proposed en-
titled “Future Directions,” (see her article 
in the February “Lutheran”) Ken offers us 
the statistics that let us see from a 40,000 
foot perspective and begin to imagine 
how God is shaping a future for our 
church.  I don’t remember ever seeing 
such an excellent summary of the last 50 
years of Lutheran life in the United 
States.  The paper is posted at 
www.ewaidsynod.org.  
 
The picture isn’t necessarily a pretty one, 
but then again, it is a human picture and 
history and so it reflects our efforts, good 
and bad.  It certainly reflects the work we 
have attempted, over and over, to capture 
an urgent future in a very complicated 
era.  I’d be very interested to see what you 
“see” in this paper.  Here’s a few things I 
noted:  
 
 The peak year for ELCA (and prede-

cessor church bodies) membership 
and financial support was 1965.  I was 
a sophomore in high school.  Where 
were you and how did you come into 
active membership in the church over 
the years? 

 

 
 
 
 
 We’re a Baby-Boom church, as the 

statistics show our hey-day years of 
1946-1964.  

 
 In terms of evangelism and steward-

ship we’re locked-down, stubborn, 
faithful and persistent in our practic-
es, and we don’t change them! 

 
 Local needs of congregations take pri-

ority.  The heart of the church is in the 
congregations and most congrega-
tions believe they are doing exactly 
what they should be doing.  

 
 At two major turning points, the mer-

gers in the early 60’s and in 1986, the 
world changed dramatically just as we 
sought renewal with out-of-date tools! 

  
  “In a negative, self-reinforcing feed-

back loop, as mission support declines 
and whole units were downsized/
eliminated, the case for mission sup-
port becomes more difficult to 
make.”  (p. 11). 

 
  The age-old challenge to the church is 

“how to present its theology so that it 
is recognizable and appealing to out-
siders.”  

 
So there is our promise and peril.  There 
have been easier times to be the church 
but no time is more important than right 
now!  We remain a church bearing the 
promise of Life right at the center of our 
being.  I pray that the promises recounted 
in Holy Week rekindle your desire to 
share these promises with others! 
 
Easter Joy!         
 
Bishop Martin 
Wells 
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TUESDAY MORNING Book Group! 

 

The Tuesday Morning Book Group meets at 10AM on Tues-

days in the Fireside Room. Starting April 12 we will be dis-

cussing “One Nation Under God: How Corporate America 

Invented Christian America” by Kevin M. Kruse.  

“We’re often told that the United States is, was, and always 

has been a Christian nation. But in One Nation Under God, 

historian Kevin M. Kruse reveals that the idea of “Christian 

America” is an invention—and a relatively recent one at that. 

(Amazon.com)” 

 

 

We will begin discussion of Paul Kala-

nithi’s book, “When Breath Becomes Air” 

on May 10th at 10AM in the Fireside 

Room.  Please join us! 

“At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of 

completing a decade’s worth of training 

as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was 

diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. 

One day he was a doctor treating the dy-

ing, and the next he was a patient strug-

gling to live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evapo-

rated. When Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi’s transformation from a 

naïve medical student “possessed,” as he wrote, “by the question of what, given 

that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life” into a neurosur-

geon at Stanford working in the brain, the most critical place for human identi-

ty, and finally into a patient and new father confronting his own mortality. 

 

What makes life worth living in the face of death? What do you do when the fu-

ture, no longer a ladder toward your goals in life, flattens out into a perpetual 

present? What does it mean to have a child, to nurture a new life as another 

fades away? These are some of the questions Kalanithi wrestles with in this pro-

foundly moving, exquisitely observed memoir. 

 

Paul Kalanithi died in March 2015, while working on this book, yet his 

words live on as a guide and a gift to us all. “I began to realize that com-

ing face to face with my own mortality, in a sense, had changed nothing 

and everything,” he wrote. “Seven words from Samuel Beckett began to 

repeat in my head: ‘I can’t go on. I’ll go on.’” When Breath Becomes Air is 

an unforgettable, life-affirming reflection on the challenge of facing 

death and on the relationship between doctor and patient, from a bril-

liant writer who became both. (from Amazon.com)” 

 

Coffee Time Help Needed:  

Thanks to everyone who has 

helped with coffee hour and 

brought cookies.  A special 

thanks to everyone who 

brought special goodies to 

make Easter coffee time so 

enjoyable.  Realizing that it is 

difficult to commit to a whole 

month, you will find sign-up 

sheets in the narthex for help-

ing with coffee for just a Sun-

day.  So if you are able and 

willing, please sign up.  

Thanks,  Hospitality. 

******* 

Church Yard Sale  

April 29-30  

Please put your gently used 
items behind the curtains on 
the stage. In April, look for 
the set up and selling schedule. 
Set up for the sale will start on 
Wednesday April 27.   Fami-
lies are encouraged to come 
help set up in the afternoon 
and evening with a pizza 
break about 5:30.  The pricing 
crew is invited to come Thurs-
day morning.  Alice Alli-
son  545-5400 

******* 

Nametags 

A reminder: Wear your name-
tags. Some of us don’t know 
one another, some of us are 

new and some of us just can’t 
remember who you are! Be 

sure to wear your nametags. 
Do you need a nametag? 

Please let Melissa in the office 
know, and one will be ordered 

for you. 



Camp week July 31-
August 5.  Camps are 
filling fast so you need 
to get your registration 
in.  Those families who 
help at the yard sale 
will get $125 toward 
their time at Camp Lu-
therhaven.   

******* 

 

VBS  

July 18-22 at Lord Of 
Life  in Kennewick Jill 
Schwanz is organizing 
snacks but will not be 
there so will need lots 
of help with snacks at 
VBS  

******* 

 

Many thanks! 

Smiles and laughter filled 
the Fellowship Hall at the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt 
this year.  I want to 
thank the many volun-
teers that helped stuff 
eggs, hide eggs, deco-
rate the Fellowship Hall, 
run a game, run an ac-
tivity, bring coffee hour 
snacks and help clean 
up.  Congregation mem-
bers donated filler for 
the eggs and some pro-
vided funds for the ex-
tras. At First Lutheran, 
we are truly blessed! 
Thank you, Amber Han-
chette.  
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Letter to First Lutheran’s Congregation  

from Tom Vertrees 

 

Those who were present at the congregation Annual Meeting and who read my 
biographical information regarding my council nomination know that I favor 
the Little Treasures Preschool (LTP) remaining part of the ministry of First Lu-
theran.  I intended my candidacy to be a referendum to assess whether the 
membership agreed or was content with LTP becoming a separate nonprofit 
entity.  The result of my election to council indicated to me that a good per-
centage of the congregation was in agreement with my position but many folks 
wanted to know more about the background and reasoning for the council’s 
decision to separate LTP from First Lutheran and a special group was appoint-
ed to research and report back. 

 

I have heard a preliminary report from this group and am now convinced that 
my position represents a small minority of the council membership.  The rea-
son for this comes  largely because, as I stated at the Annual Meeting, my affec-
tion for LTP and wanting them in the church is mostly emotional and because 
they have fit our mission and served the families and community well for their 
thirty years in existence.  The report indicates that for practical business rea-
sons, both LTP and First Lutheran would operate in legal compliance and with 
less stress as separate units.  LTP was adopted to our by-laws and existed 
largely as the other committees of the church.  The preschool board was dele-
gated virtual independence and LTP was always expected to be financially self-
supporting.  At first they operated that way exclusively, then, as certain bene-
fits became available to church employees, we wished to provide these for the 
preschool staff and some differences involving the church support began to oc-
cur.  While the council has delegated most operational responsibilities to the 
preschool board, in the final analysis, the church council is legally the final au-
thority and this has recently created some differences that indicated the LTP 
board would be more comfortable with full legal independence and First Lu-
theran’s council would be legally less liable with that kind of independence. 

 

I maintain that the emotional ties of First Lutheran’s congregation to LTP are 
strong and should remain so.  As a congregation we can continue to support 
LTP with contributions both financial and otherwise.  I suggest we put some 
words in writing within our policy statements that indicate our close ties and 
promise of continued support.  I have come to believe the action of First Lu-
theran’s council was not intended as punishment nor was it done with malice.  
Unfortunately, there have been personality clashes and hurt feelings.  I would 
still like LTP to be an arm of First Lutheran, but it seems clear that I am not 
going to make that happen.  Those who voted for me to be on council have my 
apology for my failure to stop the separation, but I appeal to all to make the 
separation a legal, practical one only, and to maintain and continue the emo-
tional support and assist LTP in its successful ministry to families and commu-
nity just as we have for thirty years. 

Tom Vertrees 



  

Acolytes (8:00)  

3 Megan & Jacky Koelzer 

10 Breann McMurphy 

24 Phoebe & Noah Smurthwaite 

 

Acolytes  (10:30) 

3 Cutter & Emerson Hanchette 

10 Emily & Kevin Anderson 

17 Joshua & Emma Lundberg 

24 Linnea & Sarah Kuempel 

 

Altar Guild 

3 Tammi Payton  

10 Erin Hultgrenn 

17 Mary Anderson 

24 TBD 

 

Communion Assistants (8:00) 

3 Nora Merk, Dewey Robbins  

10 Tricia Smurthwaite, Cheryl Patton 

17 Tammi Payton, Karen Bentrup 

24 Dewey Robbins, Joyce McMurphy 

 

Communion Assistants (10:30) 

3 Nora Merk, Dewey Robbins  

10 Tricia Smurthwaite, Cheryl Patton 

17 Tammi Payton, Karen Bentrup 

24 Dewey Robbins, Joyce McMurphy 

  

Lay Assistants 

3 Ted Homme, Craig Johnson 

10 TBD, Jan Anderson 

17 TBD 

24 Cheryl Patton, Matthew Kuempel 

 

Readers 

3 Judy Robbins, George Schwantes 

10 Joyce McMurphy, Christy Sleater 

17 TBD, Jill Schwanz  

24 Cheryl Patton, Sharon Hickman 

 

Sound Techs 

3 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

10 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

17 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

24 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

 

 

Tellers 

3 Bill Frier, Joe Kadinger 

10 Council Member, Joe Kadinger 

17 Karen Recher, Joe Kadinger 

24 TBD 

       

Ushers (10:30) 

3 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Sara Foraker, Sharon 

Shire 

10 Charlotte Tracy, Renae Christianson,  

Jerry Johnson, Vonnie Braun 

 

17 Robert, Kevin, Allen Anderson, Karen Recher 

24 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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HELP US COLLECT  SUPPLIES FOR THE  

HUMANE SOCIETY.! 

 

Girl Scout Troup 4598 is collecting pet supplies 

for our service project to earn our Bronze Award. 

We will be collecting supplies in the box near the 

food cart to donate to the Humane Society. Thank 

you very much. We appreciate your help with our 

project and the help you will be providing to the 

animals at the shelter.   

- Troup 4598, Kymber, Lily, Ava, Ali, and Olivia.  
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****It Worked for Me is a biography of Colin Powell.  It 

is a portrait of a leader who is reflective, self-effacing, and 

grateful for the contributions of everyone he works with.  

He is a retired four star general in the US Army, served in 

four presidential administrations and a secretary of State 

from 2001-2005.  At the heart of his book are Powell's 

"Thirteen Rules" that are the basis of his leadership presen-

tations given throughout the world----among them, "Get 

mad, then get over it" and "Share credit".  These concepts 

are illustrated by revealing personal stories that introduce 

and expand upon his principles for effective leadership:  

conviction, hard work, and above all a respect for others.  

Powell writes, "it's about how we touch and are touched by 

the people we meet."  BIO/POW/POW 

Orson Scott Card is an acclaimed author, winning the pres-

tigious Hugo and Nebula awards twenty-four times.  He 

was born in Richland, Washington.  Sarah is the first of his 

historical trilogy novels based on the women of Genesis.  It 

illuminates  the hardships and the triumphs of the women 

destined for greatness in the Bible.  In Sarah, he tells the 

story of Abraham from Sarah's point of view, with attention 

to detail and sympathy toward one of God's most beloved 

of women. "The story of Sarah and Abraham is presented in 

such a way as to make it come alive to the reader." (Review 

from Barnes and Nobel) The two other  books of his trilogy 

are Rebekah and Rachel and Leah AF/CAR 

****Great Presidential Wit by Senator Bob Dole is a 

collection of humorous anecdotes and quotations by 43 of 

our American Presidents.  Harry Truman once said, "Any 

man who has the job I have and didn't have a sense of hu-

mor wouldn't still be here".  In his book, Dole wrote that 

"Second to backbone, every president requires a funny 

bone.  Certainly our most successful chief executives have 

exhibited both.  The greatest of leaders are not only able to 

laugh, they can laugh at themselves." He also ranks the 

presidents from the funniest (Abraham Lincoln) to the least 

funny (Millard Fillmore) and everyone in between.  

973/DOL 

****We have a variety of books by Garrison Keillor in our 

library: Read one of our latest novels of Lake Wobegon:  

Liberty.  Clint Bunsen is one of the colorful characters 

found in the town.  For six years, he has run the Fourth of 

July parade, turning what once was a line of pickup trucks 

into a spectacle that has attracted the attention of CNN and 

prompted the governor to put in an appearance.  The town 

is dizzy with anticipation.  

Until they hear of Clint's 

ambition to run for Con-

gress.  They know him and 

his unfortunate  past epi-

sodes too well! Large 

Print.  LP/AF/KEI 

Adult and Young Read-

ers (10-14) 

**** We  recently pur-

chased two copies of I Am 

Malala, both National 

Bestsellers, one for adults 

and an alternate edition for 

young readers. When the 

Taliban took control of 

Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousa-

fazai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an 

education.  In October, 2012, when she was fifteen, she was 

shot in the head while riding the bus home from school.  

She was not expected to survive. At the age of sixteen, she 

emerged as a global symbol of peaceful protest.  A year 

later she became the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace 

Prize.  YA/BIO/YOU/YOU and BIO/YOU /YOU 

Young Readers 

****Rudy the Runt by Renee Riva is a story of Rudy, a 

loveable mouse and a comical cat duo who drive each other 

crazy. A happy adventure of mercy and friendship. The 

author lives in Richland and has written many other books 

found in our library for adults, teenagers and children. One 

of our favorites is Saving Sailor (Upper Elementary/Middle 

School).   

Thank you to Elaine Jones for her review:  Rudy is the 

smallest mouse ever.  He survives with a little bribery and 

some blackmail told in a most delightful way.  Ages 7-10 

will get this humor. J/RIV 

Barney the Barnacle is another wonderful book by 

Jodiann Schott that explores the importance of friends and 

how to choose a good one.  It gives fun facts about barna-

cles, presents great discussion questions and bases the story 

on Mathew 7:24-27 (the wise man who built his house on a 

rock).  It's an excellent teaching tool for parents, and teach-

ers with fun illustrations.  B/SCH 

April 2016 Readers' Leaves    

April hath put a spirit of youth in everything - William Shakespeare  



2016 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Executive Committee 

President: Rick Shimskey 

rickandlorishimskey@msn.com 

Vice President: Susan Eberlein 

sjeberlein@charter.net 

Secretary:  Lynne Jackson  
ljackson9094@charter.net 
 
Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

Council Members 

Jon Schliep, Worship & Music 

Amy Westerfield, Youth Council 

Judy Bareither, Evangelism 

Joe Kadinger, Property  

Tom Vertrees, Hospitality  

Trudy Lye, Education 

 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

1~ Bill Suhr 

2~ Mary Cochenour 

       Ike Wilbur 

3~ Ted Homme 

4~ Nyakier Deng 

5~ Ron Ledgerwood 

7~ Shirley Nelson 

       Dahlia Nelson 

       Sharon Shire 

8~ Gary Smitt 

9~ Susan Eberlein 

       Dan Payton 

        Mavis Yuly 

 

10~ Barbara Mobley 

         Jon Schliep 

11~ Emmett Selland 

12~ Logan Shimskey 

13~ Dewey Robbins 

         Dustin Williams 

14~ Brent Christianson 

         Aileen Fast 

         Sarah Kuempel 

16~ Robert Anderson 

         Jan Paul 

17~ Amanda Antonovich 

18~ Hunter Hultgrenn 

         Amy Westerfield 

20~ Jaclyn Parks 

         Judy Stein 

24~ Rose Gallagher 

         Tyler Ostby 

26~ Becca Anderson 

        Linda Burton 

28~ Marcus McChesney 

29~ Del Bareither 

         Karen Martell 

         Riley Serier 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


