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The Messenger 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Study… 

As I write this newsletter article, Erin Husted, our Director of 

Child, Youth & Family Ministry, is unpacking and organizing her 

office across the way. It feels like we as a congregation have been 

waiting a really long time for this day to come—and now it’s here! 

 

God is up to something at First Lutheran. Since December 2016, 

we have baptized ELEVEN children, and I just scheduled our 

twelfth baptism for the year yesterday.  We clearly made a wise 

decision two years ago when we decided to go after a trained child, 

youth, and family minister—particularly when you realize that 

none of those eleven kids are from outside the congregation. They 

are ALL members.  

 

Church council, the Youth Council and I have shared our vision for 

youth ministry at KFLC a number of times in the past two years. 

Now that Erin is here and in the process of settling in, I want to 

share it with you again, because it will look differently than any 

other youth director we’ve had.  

 

At a council retreat in 2014, the question was asked, “Why does 

our youth program fall apart as soon as the youth director leaves 

the position? The church doesn’t fall apart when there’s no pas-

tor—why does the youth program?” That led us to looking at the 

different ways ministry is supported at KFLC.  

 

The pastor of KFLC is supported in their work in any number of 

ways, from Melissa’s support and assistance in the office, to the 

Executive and Church Council, to the individual committees,  to 

the Care Team. Pastors work hard—but they don’t work alone, and 

they can’t work alone. There’s too much work to be done. So over 

time, churches have figured out ways to build in supports so that 

the work of ministry continues even in the absence of a called or 

interim pastor. Worship still happens, meetings still happen, bills 

still get paid, etc.  

      Continued on next page 
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phone: 783-6108 ext. 1 

 Youth Director: 
       Erin Husted 
       Phone: 783-6108 ext.4 
 

 Church Secretary: 
       Melissa Zerb 
       Email:  
       office@kennfirstlutheran.org 
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Grow in Faith, Share God’s Love with All! 
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Ladies Luncheon 

Friday, August 5th@ 
11:30am 

Applebee’s in 
Kennewick  

 

Join a group of us on the 

first Friday of the 

month at a different res-

taurant each month. No 

age limit, no jobs to do, 

no colored hats to wear, 

nothing to study, strict-

ly social and fun. Come 

when you can whatever 

months you can.   

The next lunch will be 

held Friday, August 5th 

at Applebee’s in 

Kennewick A sign up 

sheet is posted on the 

bulletin board in the 

narthex. Forget to sign 

up? No problem, join us 

anyway! Questions? 

Contact Trudy Lye @ 

509-545-4809  

 

 

 

 

 

The same could not be said for the Youth Director, who (whether we intended them 

to or not) often functioned as a lone ranger, planning, implementing, organizing, 

overseeing all aspects of Youth Ministry. We would get frustrated, because perhaps 

the Director didn’t know all the names of all the kids in the church, or would only 

spend time with one age group, or didn’t plan well enough in advance, or wasn’t in 

the office enough. But what we consistently overlooked was the role we, as a congre-

gation, played in that reality. There was very little support in place for the Youth 

Director, and an unclear chain of command.   

 

Once we identified this difference, Council set about brainstorming ways that we 

could better support an individual called to be our Director of Child, Youth & Fami-

ly Ministry. So Council suggested we appoint a “Youth Council”—a group of people 

who would function for our Director much the way Council functions for me. They 

will each have an area of ministry that they oversee, and help Erin conduct ministry 

through those areas.  Like the Church Council, members will rotate off based on 

terms.  

 

This means that rather than us all breathing a sigh of relief because Erin is here and 

now she gets to do all the work, that she will still be expecting volunteer support to 

oversee her ministry. Due to recent changes in state law, Erin is an hourly employ-

ee—meaning she gets overtime for anything over 40 hours a week.  In an effort to 

free up as much of her time to be focused on helping direct our ministry to children, 

youth, and families in our congregation and our community, she might not be pre-

sent at every event, able to attend every meeting she is invited to, or spend a huge 

amount of time in the office, just hanging out. If you pop into the office for a visit, 

she may or may not be there—so if it’s an important conversation, please make an 

appointment with her. She is going to be a very busy lady, as she spends the first 

part of her time with us evaluating the youth ministry we have on hand, and begin-

ning to guide us in changing, improving, and strengthening the ministry we offer 

across generations.  

 

Please take a moment to welcome Erin, remember to wear your nametags, intro-

duce yourself and offer to help support her if you can. Our entire congregation will 

be better for it! 

 

In His Grip,  

~pk  

 

Continued from previous page 
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From the Bishop... 
 
God’s Beloved People, Out of respect for all our at-

tempts to squeeze a few more vacation days into the 

month of August, let’s just tee-up the news that bears 

mentioning as we hold back the onslaught of the fall, 

and then end with a prayer: 

 • Please remember to pray for the process of selecting 

two new Net-Workers for our synod.  Interviews will 

be held on July 29 and 30.  

• We’re putting the final touches on an excellent Bish-

op’s Convocation for October 24-27.  Please note the 

cost is a bit higher this year since we’re planning for 

three nights instead of the normal two. 

 • The topic of the convocation is “To Elect a Bishop,” 

and three excellent speakers will bring us history, cur-

rent context, and relevant skills.  Videos are being 

made of each presentation and will be available to all 

congregations in the first half of November.  

• Which is to say:  Each cluster will be invited to meet 

at least two times this fall, first for conversation 

around the position-description being developed for 

bishop, and second, to nominate candidates for the 

election to be held in May, 2016.  Official members of 

the cluster include rostered leaders and the voting 

members who attended the 2016 Synod Assembly in 

Boise. 

 • Please begin praying for the big Synod Council 

meeting that will be held in Spokane, September 16-

17.  Important discussion about mission focus; mis-

sion capacity; direction for fall cluster meetings will be 

at the heart of this meeting.  

• Finally, a quote from early feminist theologian, Nelle 

Morton.  Given the challenges facing our country     

around politics, race and our common future, I won-

der if it isn’t time to listen to one another more care-

fully, a listening that honors Luther’s explanation to 

the 8th commandment:  

“It was in a small group of women who had come 

together to tell our own stories that I first received a 

totally new understanding of hearing and speaking. I 

remember well how one woman  

 

 

 

Started, hesitating and awkward, trying to put the 

pieces of her life together. Finally she said: “I hurt… I 

hurt all over.” She touched herself in various places 

as if feeling for the hurt before she added, “but… I 

don’t know where to begin to cry.” She talked on and 

on. Her story took on fantastic coherence. When she 

reached a point of most excruciating pain no one 

moved. No one interrupted. Finally she finished. Af-

ter a silence, she looked from one woman to another. 

“You heard me. You heard me all the way.” …“I have 

a strange feeling you heard me before I started. You 

heard me to my own story.” 

 Morton says, “I filed this experience away as some-

thing unique. But it happened again and again in 

other such small groups of women. It happened to 

me. Then, I knew I had been experiencing something 

I had never experienced before. A complete reversal 

of the going logic in which someone speaks precisely 

so that more accurate hearing may take place. This 

woman was saying, and I had experienced, a depth 

hearing that takes place before the speaking – a 

hearing that is far more than acute listening. A hear-

ing engaged in by the whole body that evokes speech 

–a new speech—a new creation. The woman had 

been heard to her own speech.  [From:  “Beloved Im-

age,” reprinted in the book “The Journey is 

Home,”(Beacon Press, 1986)]  

Dear God, we all yearn to be heard.  Make us to be 

good listeners first and so to love our neighbors as 

ourselves.   

AMEN.  

Bishop Martin Wells  
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Pasco Latino Lutheran Ministry invites you to participate 
in our Vacation Bible School! 

 

Topic:  Intergenerational Study of the Lord's Prayer 

Where: Pasco First Lutheran Church 

Dates:  August 15-19 

Time:  5:30-8:00 p.m. 

 

There are several ways that you can help: 

-come with your family as many nights as you can 

-help in the nursery 

-work on  arts & crafts, music & singing, games & stories 

-donate food and/or help prepare & serve food on August  17 

 

All ages are welcome!  Activities are in English and Spanish!  We hope 
you can join us! Questions?  contact Alice Allison 545-5400 

 

 

Summer Midweek 

Worship! 

Join us for our summer mid-

week worship. We  gather in 

the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday evenings at 

6:30pm. (August 10 will be 

our final one) 

 

The format for our summer 

midweek services is ex-

tremely family-friendly, 

with hands-on activities for 

people of all ages to enjoy 

together. We will also cele-

brate Holy Communion each 

Wednesday night.  

 

If you are interested in more 

information, or are willing to 

help Pastor Kristen organize 

some of the services: please 

let her know!  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank you to all who 
contributed and helped 
with VBS and Day Camp.  
A big thank you to Jill 
Schwanz who did a won-
derful job of planning 
the snacks.   

 

******* 

Sunday School 

Teachers needed! 

Please consider teach-

ing one session ( 4 

weeks of the same ac-

tivity) for Sunday 

School.  A planning 

meeting will be Satur-

day August 13 at 9am.  

This year our focus will 

be on Luther and the 

Small Catechism.  

Please contact Alice 

Allison if you are inter-

ested or you would like 

to know more.  
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Farewell and Godspeed! 
 

Earlier this summer, we learned that Kim & Alma Barney will be leaving us to begin a new 

life in Canada. A process that was supposed to take years ended up taking only a few 

months, which has meant that Kim and Alma have had a lot of excitement and planning to 

do in a very short amount of time.  

 

But God is faithful, and has provided for them at every turn—making it evident that this is 

according to His timing, and not anyone else’s.  

 

Kim has been our musician since 2002, and we  will miss Kim and Alma very much, but 

know that God is with them—and so, on August 28 we will be having a special service of 

Farewell and Godspeed at our 9:30 worship service, followed by a congregational gathering 

to share memories with one another.  Please join us for a time of laughter, tears, prayers, 

blessings, and memories as we lift these beloved members of our congregation up to God 

and ask continued blessing upon them. 
 

On Line Directory!   

There will be no photographer coming, no pictures to purchase, and no appoint-

ments to be made because this directory will be made up of your personal pictures. 

We will be able to print copies for those who need them. There are a few require-

ments: 

 Must be a recent photograph (preferably within the last year) 

 Must be clear with faces clearly visible. 

 Scenic backgrounds are OK as long as the faces are clearly visible. 

 Must be in a digital format. 

Please send your pictures to this email address: kflcdirectory@gmail.com. If you 

have questions, please talk to Pastor or Joyce McMurphy.  735-4232 or 

jcmrnb@gmail.com. 

mailto:kflcdirectory@gmail.com
mailto:jcmrnb@gmail.com
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Ladies-save Oct. 7-8 for  a great time at Lord of Life.  First Luther-
an is in charge salads for the Saturday lunch so we will need your  

help… even if you don’t come!  



Adults 

Recently, Elie Wiesel died and on the July 5, 
2016 opinion page of the New York Times, Ste-
phen A. Silver wrote "Elie Wiesel was a champi-
on of human rights, a symbol of hope, a writer of 
unmatched eloquence and the very conscience of 
the world." In our library,  we have his book, 
Night by Elie Wiesel for  w hich he received 
the Nobel Peace Prize. It is an autobiography of 
the author’s experiences during the Holocaust.  
It gives a terrifying record of his memories of the 
death of his family, the death of his own inno-
cence and his despair as a deeply observant Jew 
confronting the absolute evil of men.  920/WIE 

 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 
by Jamie Ford is a wonderful novel that will re-
main with you long after you finish it. It is writ-
ten on so many levels and time periods. It is a 
tale of  Henry Lee, a young  Chinese American  in 
Seattle during World War II who becomes 
friends with a Japanese girl.  It is told through 
the  historical background of the Japanese being 
located to internment camps; encompassing  
emotions, fear, confusion and prejudices, but 
also the goodness and humanity of individuals.  
It is also about family, expectations and promis-
es that need to be kept which continues into the 
1980's.  A New York Times Bestseller and highly 
recommended by all of our library staff mem-
bers. AF/FOR 

 

Upper Elementary to Adults (9 to 100) 

 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio is absolutely won-
derful !  It is a book that is loved by both children 
and adults, then passed on and given to others. 
Read it, give it to your children, grandchildren,  
all will be affected by it.  Recommended reading:  
9 and up .  YAF/PAL 

 

Elementary School and Middle School 
 

We have a series of books entitled I Survived by 
Lauren Tarshis. Each book takes a look at histor-
ic events that have shaped lives from the fictional 
point of view of a 10-12 old child. The titles fea-
tured this month are I Survived: The Battle of 

Gettysburg, 1863 
The Bombing of 
Pearl Har-
bor,1941 The 
Sinking of the Ti-
tanic The Shark 
Attack of 1916 
Hurricane Katri-
na, 2005 (The 
Nazi Invasion, 1944. A parent w rites: "I 
recommend this series for parents and their chil-
dren. The stories are compelling, the history les-
sons fascinating, and the listing of further read-
ings excellent. A terrific series!"   

Saving Sailor by Renee Rivas is a funny, 
sweet coming of age novel. A young reader, 
Corinne O writes this  review, "It's about a young 
girl whose love is animals. Her quirky family 
goes to an island for the summer where she ac-
quires all kinds of unforgettable memories she 
faces with her rescue dog, Sailor. This book will 
make you laugh out loud but it is easy to relate to 
the main character, A.J.   I am 13 and read this 
novel very quickly. It's an easy read but it doesn't 
lack quality. All in all a great book and a must 
read." J/RIV 

 

Children 

 

Dewey: There's a Cat in the Library is a 
children's book based on a true life story by Vicki 
Myron, a librarian. She found him in a book re-
turn box, nursed him back to health  and decides 
that he will be their library cat.  He is named 
“Dewey Readmore Books” and fascinates the 
children and has many adventures.  The illustra-
tions and story are a delight!.  B/MYR 

I’m Gonna Like Me by Jamie Lee Curtis 
addresses self esteem and that no one is perfect, 
but to always like you for who you are. It is fun, 
quirky, colorful, positive and has a message that 
kids will find helpful. It uses rhyming and hu-
mor, is well written and the illustrations are 
filled with  creative detail. It is told through the 
viewpoint of a girl and a boy voicing "I'm going 
to like me" ..no matter what (positive or nega-
tive).  Young Readers Ages 3/4 to 2nd grade. B/
CUR 
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Enjoy the rest of the summer!!!!! Turn in Beat 
the Heat Summer Reading List on August 21 

AUGUST 

2016 READERS' LEAVES  



  

Acolytes   

7 LeAnne & Elizabeth Wamsley 

14 Kaylee Comstock & Becca Kadinger 

21 Colton Ledgerwood, Kyliee Inlow 

28 Zoe Sleater, Linnea Kuempel  

 

Altar Guild 

7 Mary Anderson 

14 Nora Merk 

21 Tricia Smurthwaite 

28 Donna Smitt 

 

Communion Assistants  

7 Nora Merk, Karen Recher 

14 Sharon Hickman,  Tammi Payton 

21 Joyce McMurphy, Jerry Johnson 

28 Karen Recher, Sharon Hickman 

 

Lay Assistants 

7 Doug Bolstad 

14 Jan Anderson 

21 Tom Vertrees 

28 Matthew Kuempel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Readers 

7 Dewey Lydeen 

14 Greg Leshikar 

21 Lacee Kadinger 

28 TBD 

 

Sound Techs 

7 Scott Comstock  

14  Greg McMurphy  

21 Joe Kadinger 

28 Troy Lydeen 

 

Tellers 

7 Dawn Kirt-Bowen, Lynne Jackson 

14 Susan Eberlein, Council Member 

 

Ushers  

7 Keith Johnson, Del Bareither, Sara Foraker, 

Dick/Sharon Shire 

14 Charlotte Tracy, Jerry Johnson, Renae 

Christianson, Elaine Jones 

 

21 Robert, Kevin, Allen Anderson, Bob Stein 

28 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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Whoever drinks beer is quick to sleep.  

Whoever sleeps long does not sin. Whoever 
does not sin enters heaven! Thus, let us 

drink beer! -Martin Luther 

Our August Beer & Theology night will 

be Thursday, August 18 at 7pm at Bar-

ley’s Brew Hub (3320 W. Kennewick 

Ave).  

No previous theology  

experience required, join us for good 

food, good brew, and good conversation 

around topics of faith and life. Ques-

tions? Contact Greg McMurphy.  
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2016 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Executive Committee 

President: Rick Shimskey 

rickandlorishimskey@msn.com 

Vice President: Susan Eberlein 

sjeberlein@charter.net 

Secretary:  Lynne Jackson  
ljackson9094@charter.net 
 
Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

Council Members 

Jon Schliep, Worship & Music 

Amy Westerfield, Youth Council 

Judy Bareither, Evangelism 

Joe Kadinger, Property  

Tom Vertrees, Hospitality  

Trudy Lye, Education 

 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

1~ Vern Jackson 

 Eileen Pederson 

 Aubree Westerfield 

3~ Maya Leshikar 

4~ Rebecca Kadinger 

5~ Nick Sargent 

6~ Amber Hanchette 

 Nolan Kadinger 

 Susan Swita 

8~ John Dojiok 

 Hilda Klipfel 

9~ Jerrold Hurt 

 Tammi Payton 

11~ Inge Johnson 

13~ Brian Meneely 

 Chris Rose 

14~ Allen Anderson 

 Clayton Glasgow 

 Rachel Leshikar 

16~ Kathy Homme 

Brian Shaffer 

17~ Cara Nickolaus 

 Nathan Sargent 

18~ Karla Schliep 

19~ Amy Nickolaus 

20~ Megan Nickolaus 

21~ Janice Hunter 

 Cheryl Patton 

 Jill Schwanz 

22~ Jonah Frimodt 

 Danica Lerch 

 Liam Lydeen 

23~ Clayton Homme 

24~ Wicheng Deng 

Sophie Hinrichs 

Robin Wamsley 

25~ Katie Martell 

26~ Doyle Bareither 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Ginger Fields 

27~ Tricia Richmond 

29~ Michael Deines 

  Matthew Krause 

  Diane Lewinski 

  Ken Zimmerman 

30~ Doug Bolstad 

 Vincent Hultgrenn 

  Jennifer Jensen 

  Ashley Nies 

  Lauren Nies 

31~ Michelle Brewer 

  Cutter Hanchette 

  Dave Larson 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


