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The Messenger
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on
earth and good will to all!’” -Luke 2: 13-14
This familiar song to the shepherd’s from Luke’s Christmas Gospel is one
of the most beautiful songs in all of Scripture. It is often associated with the
lighting of the fourth candle of Advent. It is the angelic and majestic “birth
announcement” of the Christ Child. But it also smacks of resistance and “in
your face!”
Luke begins chapter two with a reminder of who’s in power: Caesar Augustus, one of Rome’s mightiest emperors, and Publius Quirinius, a Roman
aristocrat who was the magistrate of parts of Syria and Judea. This was the
“Holy Land,” as we sometimes call it. And for all intents and purposes it was
a defeated nation. It was beaten down and occupied by fierce oppressors.
For Luke, it is important to mention these two powerful rulers. It places
the “Christmas Story” in real time and serves as an ominous backdrop to the
story of the birth of Jesus. In light of Israel’s situation, it would be easy to
write his literary device off as laughable. Why would this birth of a baby
make any difference at all in light of Roman power, oppression and penchant for violence?
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That’s what makes Luke’s narrative from the Christmas Story seem so
presumptuous and brazen. For Luke proclaims that in this child, born as
vulnerable as one can be and to poor parents of “no station” to boot — God
is at work to save the world. The whole world. Not just Bethlehem, Judea
and Rome. But our world — the one we live in. The place where we live and
move and have our being. And so, Jesus’ birth is sung by a whole host of angels to counter the Roman presence. And rather than enforcing the rule of
fear and violence the Romans have brought, the angels sing of peace. Peace
come to all!
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What audacious hope! Promised peace in a world where peace seems
scarce. Where fear and violence seem to rule the day. No wonder why this
story of a God who risks it all and comes as a vulnerable Babe of Bethlehem
has inspired persons of faith throughout the centuries. For while our circumstances and situations have changed with new faces and threats, our
basics human condition has not. We long for peace and cannot survive without hope. When we gather throughout the Advent and Christmas season we
anticipate this Peace that passes all human understanding. We give voice to
our faith in what God’s Word creates. We sing and praise and pray and wait
with the audacious hope in the Promises of God. Christ has come, Christ is at
work through the promised Spirit, and Christ will come again.

 Choir Director: Jeff Gilmore

Continued on next page
Grow in Faith, Share God’s Love with All!

 Church Secretary:
Melissa Zerb
office@kennfirstlutheran.org
Phone: 783-6108 ext. 1
 Treasurer: Lori Tharp
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com

 Custodians: Al & Marta Cristales

 Nursery Attendants: Lacey Zerb,
Breann McMurphy
 Organist: Susan Eberlein

2017 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President: Greg McMurphy
mcmurphygreg@gmail.com
Vice President: vacant
Secretary: Jan Olsen
jolsen6789@msn.com

Ladies Luncheon
11:30am December 1
Bonefish
Join a group of us on the
first Friday of the month
at 11:30 am at a different
restaurant each month.
No age limit, no jobs to
do, no colored hats to
wear, nothing to study,
strictly social and fun.
Hats, and Scarves, and
Mittens! Oh, my!

We are again collecting
hats, scarves and mittens/gloves! The box is
in the narthex, next to
the food cart. Thank you
so much for your donations.

Continued from previous page…

Advent is a gift for the sin-sick soul. It’s more than just a countdown to
Christmas. When everyone around us seems to be running around in a frenzy
of consumer and cultural stupor and delight, we dare slow things down and
contemplate what it means for God to be present in our world. My prayer for
all of us is that we would make worship a priority. That our Advent experience would help us to dive deeper into the mystery and wonder of Christ’s
presence while still allowing us to enjoy the beauty of this special time of
year. I want to send out a special invitation to those of you who have been
grieving a loss. I know that it sometimes just feels easier to just stay away
from worship in such trying times. The darkness is real and we need to
acknowledge it. And yet, out in front of the darkness shines a light, faint at
times, but constant. No matter what our emotional state is as we approach
this Christmas season, the One who is at work even in the darkness, will not
fail us. This is most certainly and gloriously true!
The Lord’s Peace be with you all,
Pastor Alan Berg

Adult Sunday School
Want to explore the 10
commandments.? Join
adult class 9:15 Sundays
in Fireside room.
Fair Trade Cart!
Stock up on chocolate,
seasonings and fair-trade
gifts. December 3,10 and
17. Help is especially
needed to pack up after
the 10:30 coffee hour.
Talk to Alice 545-5400
Families check out sparkhouse.org/advent for
short Advent video devotions. Cartoon characters
learn about Advent and
the coming of Jesus. Fun
for all aimed at ages 210.
Sharing what Joy means
lunch. Thursday December 21 ,11:30am Cousins
on road 68 Pasco. Questions check with Alice 545
-5400
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Two Rivers Correctional Institution Crochet program was established probably
five years ago, our men meet Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:30 AM
to 11:00 AM. We had had different projects throughout these years and main
focus is to create products to support communities needs and outreach church
programs. We make hats and blankets for the homeless, and lately we started
to make toys to give away to children. (The photos are from our program) We
are looking for people who would like to come and visit our program and maybe
some who would like to come and create new things with the men. There is a
group of ten men who have been active participants in this program. If you
would like to volunteer, contact Pastor Jaime at
Jaime.A.Cardona@doc.state.or.us or the church office!

From the Bishop
Of all the names for Jesus listed in the Bible, the
one that means the most to me this time of year is
Emmanuel. Emmanuel: God with us. GOD with us.
God WITH us. God with US. No matter where you
choose to place the emphasis, something important and infinitely precious is being communicated.
That God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven
and Earth would choose to make himself so vulnerable as to come into our violent, disrespectful,
destructive world as a baby—to be with us? If that
doesn’t stop you in your tracks: you’re not paying
attention. That God would become incarnate—
literally to become fleshed—to share this world
with us, not so that he could then say, “Yeah, I
know. Life can really be the pits. This one time?
One of my best friends totally stabbed me in the
back…” But rather so that he could say, “I will deliver you from this. I will take on this brokenness,
and I will give you my wholeness. I will take on
your despair, and give you my hope. I will take on
the powers of darkness that surround you, so that
you, beloved one, can walk in the light.” What do
we do with love like that?

then all is lost. All is lost. All our illusions of control and competence and free will and good choices
and all of the rest of it will be taken away by a Godbaby who comes with no other goal than to love us,
in spite of ourselves. This sweet Babe of Bethlehem, with ears like the swirled interiors of seashells and hands like stars will hear us call for his
blood, and his death. Those hands will be pierced
for our sake, because we don’t know how to react
to a love without limits and without conditions. We
will kill him because he dares become what we are,
and love us anyway. He knows it. We know it.
And he comes anyway.
This is truly what Emmanuel means. An unstoppable drive to be with the ones He loves, no matter
what. To know that we will betray him, replace
him, deny him, ignore him, compartmentalize him,
weaponize him, hate him—and still he comes. Relentlessly pursuing us with love that it is painful to
contemplate. What wondrous love is this, o my
soul, o my soul? It is the love of Christ. Given in
water, bread, and
wine. Relentlessly pursuing those
who are his own,
no matter what.
Merry Christmas,
beloved ones.
Emmanuel is
with us.

It turns out: it’s too much. It’s too much to bear,
being loved so completely. It makes it hard to
breathe. So we bring trees into our houses, wrap
them in lights, tell our children stories about a fat
guy and chimneys and reindeer. We give one another gifts and sing songs about the Baby Jesus,
and we allow this love to only exist at the peripher- ~Bishop Kristen
ies of our holiday because if it gets too close:

Call Committee Formed
The church council has appointed a Call Committee to begin the process of calling a new pastor for First Lutheran. Committee members are:
Ron Lerch, Chair; Amber Hanchette, John Martell, Tammi Payton, Rick Shimskey, and Renea
Yecha. The committee began meeting in midNovember. As the process moves forward,
members of the congregation will be given opportunities for input into the selection process. Updates on the process will be communicated to the congregation at Sunday worship services as well as through the monthly messenger.

NEWS FROM THE CHOIR LOFT...
We will once again be participating in the Community Lutheran Advent/Christmas concert!
This year the concert will be hosted by
Kennewick First Lutheran, and will be held on
Sunday, December 3rd at 4pm.
Each year clergy,
musicians, and
congregations
from all over the
Tri Cities gather
for an evening of
anthems, readings,
and carols!
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Mark your calendars…
December 17th 7:00PM: The Longest Night Service- Please join us for a service of prayers,
readings, music, and candlelight, to comfort those facing the holiday season with a sense of loss.
Participants are invited to bring a photo or memento that signifies their loss. These items can be
taken home at the close of the service.
December 24th 9:30AM: Christmas Eve Sunday morning worship– We will gather for at
9:30am only for a service of Christmas Carols and Readings! No
Communion will be served at this service.
December 24th 5:30 PM: Christmas Eve Candlelight serviceThis service is family friendly, geared toward those with small children.
December 24th 7:30 PM: Christmas Eve Candlelight serviceThis is a traditional service with candlelight and communion.

December 31 9:30 AM: We will gather for ONE service at 9:30
AM. This will be a “regular” service, with Holy Communion.

The Children’s Christmas Program
will be held Sunday, December 17 at the
10:30am service. The 8am service will
be a regular communion service; (with
the choir!) the 10:30 service will be the
Sunday school Christmas program.
Practices have begun and are held during the Sunday School hour. It’s not too
late to join
us! If you
have questions, or
would like
to help,
please contact Erin
Husted!
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O’Christmas Tea
December 10, 2017, 2:00 pm
Be our guest as Little Treasures Preschool presents the 18th Annual O’Christmas Tea. Join us for an afternoon of tea,
fellowship, and fun. Sign-up in the Narthex or contact the preschool office at
783-7657 or mskaren.ltp@gmail.com for
more information.

The giving tree is up in the narthex! The tree is
full of tags, each representing a gift request. You
are invited to take a tag and start your shopping!
Return your wrapped gift with the original tag
attached by Sunday, December 17. Thank you
for blessing a local family in need this holiday
season. Questions? Please see Melissa in the
church office.

Trees For Mission
Poinsettia Orders
You may order poinsettias, which will be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve. Complete this
form and return it to the church office by Dec. 17 with
a check made payable to Kennewick First Lutheran
Church for $10.00. (Please mark Altar Guild.) You can
take your poinsettia home after the 7:30 pm service on
December 24.
Where: Lord of Life Lutheran Church
640 N. Columbia Center Blvd, Kennewick
What: Christmas Trees (Douglas Fir, Nobel Fir and
Grand Fir of different sizes, prices dependent on type
& size). Also Christmas Wreaths (traditional and
cross) are available. Come early for the best selection!
When: Saturday November 26 until sold out. Every
day 2:00- 8:00 pm (Saturdays 9 am to 8 pm)

Why: MISSION POSSIBLE! Lord of Life sends a
team of multi-generational groups of people on a mission trip each summer. We have built ramps, painted
houses, built small village churches, worked with children as we learn more about the needs in some of the
most impoverished communities of this country. We
also work in Wapato with the Yakama Nation twice a
year. All profits from Trees for Mission are used to
pay for mission trip costs. Support us so we can support those in need.
Call Lord of Life with Questions: 783-5222

Presented by:

_________________________________

In Memory of:

_________________________________
Or

In Honor of :

________________________________________
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An Invitation To our Sisters in Christ,
Tri-Cities ELCA Church Women &
Friends

Pasco Latino Lutheran Ministry invites you on
Monday December 11th at 7pm to attend the presentation of certificates to all the students. There are around
50 students who have attended classes in Citizenship,
English as a Second Language and the children who attend After School classes. On this the last day of class at
7pm when a meal will be shared, there will be a brief Las
Posadas celebration (the beginning of a nine day Mexican celebration where Joseph and Mary enact going from
place to place to find room at the inn) and then the certificates will be given. The whole event will go from 7-8pm.
Please come and support the proud accomplishment of
those who have been working hard at becoming integrated into the community as well as to thank the volunteers
who give so much of their time.

“Now We Don Our Glam Apparel”
2017 Women’s Christmas Luncheon
Saturday, December 9th 11:30am
Hosted by First Lutheran Church, Pasco
Devotions by Pastor Helga Jansons
Freewill Offering benefits My Friends Place, local
homeless teen shelter
Elfie Photo Booth for do it your selfies! Dress for the
occasion!
RSVP Kindly Requested to Church Office 547-4622
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Synod Assembly Planning Meeting December 4th!

Everyone is invited to the next EWAID Synod Assembly
Planning Meeting at Howard Johnson's, 9 N. 9th Street
in Yakima (just west of Exit 33 on I-82) on Monday, December 4, 2017 at 6:30pm. We will finalize the theme,
learn what things have to be done before the next meeting, and become familiar with the Synod Assembly venues: Synod Assembly is April 27-29, 2018! Contact
Deacon Dave Hellerich, dave@hellerich, 402-489-7701
for more information. See you there!

December 2017 Readers’ Leaves
Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold, everything is softer and more beautiful.
~Norman Vincent Peale

Have a happy holiday filled with love, faith
and peaceful moments.

****The Bridge by Kar en Kingsbur y is a hear twarming Christmas story about a hundred year
flood, lost love and the beauty of enduring friendships. During the holidays when you want time to
relax and read a short novel, this would be perfect!
AF/KING
****If Grace Is So Amazing, Why Don't We
Like It? Written by Donald Mc Cullough, it so
impressed M. Craig Barnes, a Professor of Pastoral
Ministry that he wrote. "McCullough's wonderful
book offers a fresh perspective on grace as God's
wild pursuit of our lives. This is not a book to
comfort you. It's a book to help you become fully
alive." 234/McC
No Greater Love is the essential wisdom of
Mother Teresa--the most accessible and inspiration
collection of her teachings ever published. It ends
with an up-to-date biography and a revealing conversation with Mother Teresa about the specific
challenges and joys present in her work with the
poor and dying.248/TER
Grace Happens Here by Max Lucado is a wonderful message about God’s grace and how to apply
it to every aspect of your life. Max Lucado looks at
grace from all directions and reveals that no matter
which way you look at it, God’s grace is always
there, ready to do wonders in your life. This beautiful book is filled with powerful quotes, Scripture,
and stories that will transform your heart and mind
with a deeper understanding of God’s healing
grace. The message gently and eloquently encourages you to accept completely His grace and forgiveness as well as extend the same blessing toward others. 248/LUC

Children
Tomie de Paola's The Bird of Bethlehem is a Nativity story told from a bird's-eye view. He shares the
awe and anticipation of the first Christmas. His cast
of brightly colored, curious birds will appeal to
young children, making this a perfect introduction
to the story of Christmas. B/PAO
****I Love You, Zoo Borns! by Andr ew
Bleiman . The photos are so engaging of zoo born
babies and the text is easy for new readers to follow. In a review, a mother says that as her daughter
becomes increasingly reading-ready, this book will
be a great way for her to ease into reading on her
own. B/GIL
**** The Early Bird by Richar d Scar r y is a
great book for beginner readers with pictures that
children will find delightful. B/SCA
****Earth Day From The Black Lagoon by
Mike Thaler is a tale of Hubie's class celebrating
earth day with a project and a party. As he starts to
research on the environment he gets his biggest
scare! JF/THA
We have a special section of Christmas books on the
back, right side in our children's shelves. During the
month we will also display books on the library tables. Check them out! Christmas DVD's too!
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Acolytes (8:00)

17 Noah Smurthwaite
Acolytes (10:30)

10 Kaylee Comstock, Rebecca Kadinger
Altar Guild
3 Renae Killmer
10 Erin Hultgrenn
17 Donna Smitt

24 Nora Merk
31 Tammi Payton
Children’s Church
3 Erin Meneely

Thank You!
FLC SUNDAY SERVANTS

3 Alyssa Martinez, Sydney Janikowski

December 2017

3 Jacky Koelzer



Many thanks for your participation in the
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox collection. As a congregation, we collected
72 boxes! 17,000 (preliminary number)
shoeboxes are being sent from the TriCities alone! Again, thank you for your
participation!



The Quilt Ministry would like to congratulate Janice Olsen on winning our quilt
raffle . We would also like to thank the
congregation for it's support of the quilt
raffle in September/October. We raised
over $900.00. The money will be distributed to each of the ladies making quilts
for the next 2 years to help defer
costs. Thank you again for your support. Sincerely: First Lutheran Quilt Ministry



Thanksgiving Baskets: Thank you so
much for your support of this ministry!
You all exceeded our expectations with
your generosity. To everyone who donated, brought turkeys, shopped with us, or
prayed for this project, thank you for
blessing 25 local families and supporting
this goal!

10 Tamara Barcus
Readers
3 Darla Rose, Lori Tharp
10 Alice Allison, Dawn Kirt-Bowen
17 Barbara Mannion (8:00)
Sound Techs
3 Troy Lydeen, Keith Johnson
10 Greg McMurphy, Scott Comstock
17 John Luebke

From the Church Office…
Tellers



All offerings postmarked by December 30 will
be included on your 2017 giving statement,
which will be mailed by January 31.



2018 offering envelopes will be available
soon in the narthex. Did you know...you do not
have to be a member in order to have offering
envelopes. Please check to see if a box has been
assigned to you. If you would like to have offering envelopes, contact the church office and
one will be assigned to you!



Annual committee reports are due Monday,
January 15, 2018. Please EMAIL your one page
reports to the church office@kennfirstlutheran.org

3 Marjory Serier, Trudy Lye

10 Bryan Tharp, TBD
17 Bob Stein, TBD
Ushers (10:30)
3 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Lorane Becker, John Martell
10 Renae Killmer, Keith Johnson, Walt & Sue Swita
17 Gary & Donna Smitt, Trudy Lye, Glen Allison
24 Rick, Logan, Landon Shimskey, Rod Gilge
31 Jon Schliep, Vern Jackson, Phil & Linda Martell

Sun

3
8am Worship
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
Noon Advent Party
4pm Advent Choir Concert
@KFLC

10
8am Worship
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
12:30pm NYG Mtg @LOL
2pm O’Christmas Tea

17
8am Worship
10:30am SS Christmas Program
7pm Longest Night

24

Mon

4
9am A-Team

6:30pm LTP Brd Mtg

11
9am A-Team

18
9am A-Team

25

Deacon’s Fund Sunday
930am Worship
Merry Christmas!
5:30pm Family Christmas Eve
service
Office closed
7:30pm Traditional Christmas Eve service

31

9:30am Worship

Wed

11am Evangelism Mtg
Noon Bulletin Deadline
Text Study
1pm Library is open
7pm Choir

19

20

9am A-Team

28

9am A-Team

21

5:30pm Call Committee

9am A-Team

14

5:30pm Call Committee
6:30pm Council Mtg

9am A-Team
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Thu

DECEMBER 2017
Tue

10am Book Grp
6:30pm Stephen Ministry
5:15pm Youth Council
Mtg

Noon Bulletin Deadline
ext Study
1pm Library is open
7pm Choir

6

10am Book Grp

Noon Bulletin Deadline
ext Study
1pm Library is open
7pm Choir

5

10am Book Grp

27

13

26

Office closed

12

Office closed

Lunch @ Bone Fish
7-9pm Estate Planning @ LOL

1 11:30am Ladies

Fri

9

Planning @ LOL

2 9am-3pm Estate

Sat

15

23

16

Office closes @ noon

29

30

22

5-8pm My Friend's
Place Game Night
H&M

8
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2017 CHURCH COUNCIL

Executive Committee
President: Greg McMurphy
mcmurphygreg@gmail.com
Vice President: vacant
Secretary: Jan Olsen
jolsen6789@msn.com
Treasurer: Lori Tharp
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR
BIRTHDAY!
3~ Madeleine Myhrum

Judy Bareither, Evangelism

Alyson Benz

5~ Thomas Brewer

Isaac Myhrum

25~ Dawn Kirt-Bowen

Brady Tharp

26~ Karen Aanes

Charles Wamsley IV
6~ Greta Kirk
7~ Dennis Janikowski

First Lutheran Church of
Kennewick
418 N. Yelm Street
Kennewick, Washington
99336-3071

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com
office@kennfirstlutheran.org

Join us on
Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Kennewick-FirstLutheran-Church

Rick Shimskey
27~ Lorane Becker
28~ Oscar Barcus

20~ Pr. Alan Berg

29~ Paul Bentrup

Jan Olsen, Youth Council

John Luebke, Stewardship

Jake McKinny

Barbara Hermansen

Dick Widmer
10~ Liam Rammelsberg

Sharon Hickman, Worship &
Music

Rod Huber
16~ Shirley Pierce

8~ Esther Rehwalt

Jon Schliep, Finance

15~ Renae Killmer

Marjory Serier

Robby Krause

Joe Kadinger, Property

Trudy Lye, Education

Jenn Nelson

4~ Judy Bergum

Ron Rolla
Council Members

14~ Bryan Bentrup

12~ Glen Allison
Adam Gemmell

Karen Suhr

Trixy Glasgow

22~ Terri Bakken

30~ Breanna Shaffer

Kyliee Inlow

31~ Sydney Peterson

Colton Ledgerwood

