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From the Pastor’s Study… 
Lent always seems to come quickly, but this year that feeling is ampli-

fied even more than usual, with Ash Wednesday falling on February 

10th. 

We shift gears in Lent. Our worship becomes more reflective. 

The tenor of our readings change, particularly as we draw closer to 

Holy Week. More is asked of us, as the core parts of our worship hold 

the cross before our eyes relentlessly—refusing to allow us to look 

away.  

I am frequently asked if we can make Lent “a little happier”. 

This question always stymies me, because…it’s LENT. Lent isn’t, by 

definition, happy. Lent, like Advent, is a time for us to prepare for 

what is to come—and what is to come is God ripping open the sky and 

raining forgiveness down on us through his Son.  Between Advent 

and Easter God changes everything! To gather for worship as if it 

were business as usual feels false to me, because from Advent to Lent: 

it’s anything but business as usual. We can do happy during the long 

green season of Pentecost. But right now, Jesus is asking us to be 

watchful. To be present. To stay with him, and to stay awake. To wit-

ness what is happening—for us—on the cross. Not to neglect or ig-

nore the pain and fear that converges there, but to sit with it, growing 

in deeper understanding what has been endured for us.  

It makes sense to me that in a world that is filled with strug-

gle, pain, uncertainty, fear, anger, misunderstanding, violence, ha-

tred, and conflict that we would want to come to church on Sunday 

for a “happy break”.  But if our understanding of Lent is that it is sad, 

depressing, dark, and draining, we miss something important about 

it. Lent is a time of the church year that allows us the freedom to 

acknowledge that the way the world is isn’t the way we want it to be. 

It’s not the way God wanted it to be, either. It gives us the freedom to 

acknowledge that sometimes the brokenness can be too much to 

bear, and to witness Jesus bearing that brokenness on our behalf. 

How can we know and celebrate the wonder and joy of Easter, with-

out also taking the journey to Jerusalem with Jesus, without spend-

ing time at the foot of the cross, without sitting beside the tomb?  
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Council Updates 

Council met on January 9.  Highlights of the meeting were:  

 Letter from Karen Aanes – Rick read a letter from Karen tendering her 

resignation as Council President.  Karen indicated that she and Ron 

would be moving to another church. Council was saddened by this news. 

Rick Shimskey will become president until new elections following the 

Congregational meeting January 31.  

 Marjory Serier is retiring as treasurer after 13 years of dedicated service.  

She has done work far beyond her official paid hours.   

 Lenten Midweek Offering – Potential beneficiaries of the Lenten mid-

week offerings were discussed.  The Deacons’ Fund was identified as a 

good choice.  

The next Council meeting will be held immediately following the annual Congrega-

tional meeting on January 31, 2016 for purposes of electing officers for 2016.     

 
Ladies Luncheon 

Noon February 5 

Bonefish Grill 

Join a group of us on the first 

Friday of the month at a dif-

ferent restaurant each month. 

No age limit, no jobs to do, no 

colored hats to wear, nothing 

to study, strictly social and 

fun. Come when you can 

whatever months you can.   

The next lunch will be held 
Friday, February 5th at 133 W 
Gage Blvd Richland. A sign 

up sheet is posted on the bulle-
tin board in the narthex. For-
get to sign up? No problem, 
join us anyway! Questions? 

Contact Trudy Lye@ 
tplye@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Thrivent 

Members:   

Don’t forget to check 

your Choice Dollars.  

Occasionally  new 

funds are added in De-

cember. You have un-

til March 31 to distrib-

ute the funds you 

earned in 2015. 

Continued from previous page 

 

In Lent, we deliberately take the time to bear witness to the ways in 

which brokenness tries to take over the world, and fails. How can you bear 

witness to a truth you don’t know? How can you speak to a hurting world if 

the only parts of the story you know are the happy parts?  

Lent has its place. The observation of it has evolved and changed 

over the years. Most of us don’t give things up for Lent any more. We don’t 

“bury the alleluia” for the season of Lent here at First Lutheran. We don’t 

withhold absolution, so that we confess for six whole weeks, waiting until 

Easter Sunday to hear the words of forgiveness (though sometimes I’m 

tempted because the practice makes those words of forgiveness sound so 

new again!).  

In Mark 14:32-42, Jesus is praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. He 

has brought Peter, James, and John with him. After a Passover meal that 

included several glasses of wine, the disciples have a hard time staying 

awake. Jesus prays, deeply agitated, knowing that is to come, and seeks the 

company of his disciples for comfort. He finds them asleep, and says to Pe-

ter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep 

awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit in-

deed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  

So we observe Lent, in all its solemnity, we keep awake, we watch, 

we pray, because what Jesus has done matters.  The death of God matters. 

The death of God for us matters even more.  But most of all, we do it be-

cause Jesus asks us to.  

A blessed Lenten season to you all! 

~Pastor Kristen  
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From the Bishop 
 
God’s Beloved People, 
 
We’re coming up on one of my favorite 
parts of the secular and church calendar.  
I love the hoopla and secular huffing and 
puffing around the Super Bowl (February 
7) and the sports calendar let-down until 
March Madness takes over again.  During 
the gap this year we’ll be entertained by 
the media huffing and puffing about this 
candidate or that as the presidential pri-
mary season engulfs us.   
 
Some other things happen this month as 
well:  I’ll find out what it feels like to turn 
67; we’ll know whether we have a decent 
snowpack and water for salmon and agri-
culture next summer; senior seminarians 
will find out the part of the country 
they’re assigned to for first call; and the 
Boise churches will welcome us for the 
Discipleship Conference Feb. 19-21.  I 
hope you can attend.  
 
And of course Lent begins on February 
10th as we welcome the most honest part 
of the church year, the time of quiet re-
flection on sin and grace, the heart of the 
late winter when resurrected life is just 
about to push through the soil all around 
and we cling to that promise.  
 
Lent was always the heart of the Holden 
Village winter community for me.  The 
new community of volunteers arrived and 
found their way into Holden winter in the 
weeks before Christmas.  January was a 
fun distraction as college students on J-
Term discovered the  magic of deep snow 
and the deeper silence of night in that 
valley.  Only after they left did we turn to 
one another again and say a second, 
deeper, “hello” and “who are you” to oth-
er Villagers.  In the depth of winter we 
found a bonding that was unique and pre-
cious and unusual in our day, a kind of 
companionship in silence, a with-bread-
ship (com-panion) that made the soup 
taste wonderful.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
The apex of the volunteer year was in Ho-
ly Week when it became so clear each of 
us had a part to play and we entered the 
great Vigil texts listening as they because 
our stories of faith.  It’s always an 
astounding revelation to discover again 
that these are MY stories, the stories I live 
by!  
 
Would you like to participate this year?  
Would you like to make use of the quieter 
days of late winter?  I can’t get you to 
Holden but I can invite you into the sto-
ries the Village will live by.  Open your 
home copy of Evangelical Lutheran Wor-
ship (ELW) to page 269 and make these 
texts your home.  They are not the Super 
Bowl or March Madness, or another form 
of vicarious life.  These stories are the real 
drama of Life itself, stories to live by and 
from and in to.  They do not let us down. 
 
Blessed Lent!  
 
Bp Martin Wells 
 
 
 



We need your help to provide snacks for the Latino Ministry which 
is giving classes in English and Citizenship.  Talk to Alice Allison.   
You can sign up to bring part o give money to help with costs.    
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Nametags 

A reminder: Wear your 
nametags. Some of us don’t 
know one another, some of 
us are new and some of us 
just can’t remember who 
you are! Be sure to wear 

your nametags. These are 
our connections to one an-
other. Do you need a name-
tag? Please let Melissa in the 
office know, and one will be 

ordered for you. 

 

******* 

 

Opportunities to 
serve... 

We are in need of help in the 

following ministry areas! 

Please prayerfully consider if 

the Spirit is calling you to help.  

 Readers for the 8:00 ser-

vice  

 Help with Elementary and 

Middle School Youth Pro-

gramming (with support 

from Youth Council) 

**background check is re-

quired** 

 Assisting Ministers for the 

8:00 service (training will 

be provided) 

 Sound technicians for the 

8:00 service (training will 

be provided) 

Have an idea for a way to serve 

that’s not on this list? Is God 

nudging you toward a new and 

exciting ministry idea? Talk to 

Pastor Kristen!   

Support the Pasco Latino Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday service  

February 10 

7pm 

 

We will once again observe the impo-

sition of ashes and celebrate Holy 

Communion. All are welcome!  

Lenten Mid-Week  Services 

Join us each Wednesday evening in 

Lent (Feb 17,24, March 2,9,16) for soup 

and fellowship, followed by a brief 

worship service.  

Soup’s on at 5:30, midweek service 

starts at 6:30, and you’re on your way 

home by 7pm! Soup sign up sheets will 

be in the narthex soon.  

Please join us for our Lenten tradition! 

This year, the Lenten Offerings will go 

to the Deacon’s Fund. 

 



VBX  

 

First Communion 

If you have a child inter-

ested in receiving com-

munion, please talk to Al-

ice Allison. 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead…. 

 

January 31: Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

 

February 7: Souper 

Bowl of Caring 

 

February 10: Ash 

Wednesday 7pm 

 

April 15-17: 2016 Syn-

od Assembly, Boise  

 

April 29-30: church 

yard sale 

 

July 18-22: VBS @ 

LOL 

 

July 31-Aug 5: Tribe 

week at Lutherhaven  

Talk to Pastor Kristen 

or Alice Allison. 

Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leav-
ing happier. ~Mother Teresa 
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Souper Bowl of Caring 
changes the game. 

Since 1990, young people have been leading the 
charge and inspiring others to collect dollars and food 
weeks leading up to the Big Game. Teaming up with 

local partners, these groups give 100% of donations to 
local charities, changing the nation's largest weekend 

of football into the largest weekend of caring.  

February 7, Super Bowl Sunday, First Lutheran will 
once again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring. 

Bring your spare change to church that day! The Sun-
day school kids will be competing to see which team 

collects the most!  

 

LUTHERHAVEN WOMEN'S RETREAT  

Friday, March 11th - Sunday, March 13th 

 
Spend a weekend away from your busy schedule: retreat 

to the Lake and the beauty of God's creation, find en-

couragement for heart and soul, and be inspired to re-

turn home renewed and rejoicing!  

Our loving speaker and small group discussions nurture 

and challenge your faith, then we add all the laughter, 

pampering and play Lutherhaven is famous for!  

Come! Let us serve you this weekend! 

 

Register today at  Lutherhaven.com 

No or SLOW Internet? Want to register by phone?  

‘Toll Free 1-866-729-8372 Ext 119 

Email: registrar@lutherhaven.com 

Or...talk to Alice Allison or Karen Bentrup for more info 

http://www.lutherhaven.com/events.php?m=03&yy=2016&sid=37
mailto:registrar@lutherhaven.com
mailto:registrar@lutherhaven.com


Coming in January:  On Line Directory!   

There will be no photographer coming, no pictures to purchase, and no appointments to be 
made because this directory will be made up of your personal pictures. We will be able to print 
copies for those who need them. There are a few requirements: 

 Must be a recent photograph (preferably within the last year) 

 Must be clear with faces clearly visible. 

 Scenic backgrounds are OK as long as the faces are clearly visible. 

 Must be in a digital format. 

Please send your pictures to this email address: kflcdirecto-
ry@gmail.com. For those of you who do not have access to digital 
photos of you or your family, we will be having "Pictures Days" af-
ter the first of the year--watch for more information! If you have 
questions, please talk to Pastor or Joyce McMurphy.  735-4232 or 
jcmrnb@gmail.com. 
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Deacon’s Fund Update 

I would like to thank the congregation for their financial support to this ministry. You miss all the re-

lieved gratitude I receive when I, on your behalf, take a huge stressor away such as a eviction or power 

shut off. I would also like  to thank the other trustees, Doug Chenault and Paula Clark for their help and 

assistance this past year. And lastly I would like to express my appreciation to Melissa Zerb and Marjory 

Serier for their total cooperation and support in the work of this ministry. They made the mechanics 

work with a minimum of hassle for me. 

I am resigning as a trustee of the Deacon's Fund as of February 28. Working with this ministry has been 

one of the high points for me in my service at First Lutheran. I would like to thank the congregation for 

the opportunity to serve in this way. 

Sharing God’s Love, 

Edwin L. Reinking 

Deacons' Fund Trustee 

 

 

The Deacon’s fund is funded 100% from your contributions. Donations are always wel-
come and appreciated! If you would like to know more about the Deacon’s Fund, talk to 
Ed Reinking, Paula Clark, Doug Chenault or call the church office and talk to Melissa.  

mailto:kflcdirectory@gmail.com
mailto:kflcdirectory@gmail.com
mailto:jcmrnb@gmail.com
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Between the pages of a book is a lovely place to be 

The books designated with ****were added to the li-

brary over the last four months of 2015.  Hopefully, 

the adult selections will provide a diversity of  materi-

al, that includes humor, introspection and reflection 

during the month of  February. 

Adult 
 
****Stories From The Old Testament: With Masterwork 

Paintings Inspired by Biblical Stories may give middle 

school-adults a different viewpoint of favorite eighteen sto-

ries from the O.T.  Bible  J/225/STO 

****Two additional books by Fannie Flagg have been added 
to our library:  In Can't Wait to Get to Heaven, a reviewer 
wrote, " If you love small town reading, and funny charac-
ters, definitely give this a shot. I can't see how anyone could 
not fall in love with this bunch. Who knew that so many lives 
would be affected the day Mrs. Elner Shimfissle fell out of 
her fig tree and was stung to 'death' by over seventeen wasps? 

 

*****Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man takes place in the 
south in the 50's with a sassy, truth telling heroine who can't 
stay out of trouble.  The Los Angeles Times describes it as 
"A hilarious, endearing novel", where the Philadelphia En-
quirer says, "Truly marvelous.  It's hard to say enough good 
things about this novel to do it justice."  AF/FLA 

 

**** A New Way to Be Human: 7 Spiritual Pathways to 
Becoming Fully Alive by  Rober t V. Taylor  is recom-
mended by Jonathan Klein, CEO of Getty Images.  He says, 
"By reading (Robert's) story, and particularly the life chal-
lenges he was able to overcome, you will become inspired to 
move beyond your own difficulties into a life of deeper pur-
pose."   Trevor Nelson writes that "everyone who has ever 
wondered 'why am I here?' should read this book."  204/TAY 

 

 

 

Young Readers 

Walt Morey was a notable children's writer whose books are 

filled with adventure that even today are still loved by ele-

mentary and middle school readers.  Gentle Ben is a classic 

story that claimed many awards and was eventually turned 

into a movie and television show. It takes place in the Alas-

kan wilderness and the main character is a young boy named 

Mark.  He is very lonely especially after the death of his old-

er brother. In time, he finds someone to care about---Ben, an 

Alaskan brown bear whose vicious owner keeps him 

chained...a bear so huge that no one else dares come near 

him.  Trouble develops when the townspeople find out about 

their secret friendship.  J/MOR 

Children 
****  The Last Day of Kindergarten by Nancy Loewen 

and First grade, Here I Come by Nancy Carlson are sure to 

create happy thoughts, memories and anticipation for these 

important school years in a life of a child.  B/LOE and B/

CAR 

****Race Car Drivers: Start Your Engines by Steele Fil-

ipek reminds us that little boys love cars and speed. When 

you combine those two things into one sport, you come up 

with NASCAR driving!  In this book, readers will learn all 

about NASCAR's greatest stars, both past and present. 

Packed with full-color photographs of Kyle Busch, Dale Ern-

hardt, Jr., Carl Edwards, and Jimmie Johnson, young fans 

will feel like they're sitting front row at the racetrack!  B/FIL 

****If your child liked the movie Frozen, you will enjoy this 

Preschool-Grade 1 level book,  A Tale of Two Sisters by 

Melissa Langonegro.  They are sisters, can they be friends, 

too?  B/LAG 

FEBRUARY 

2016 READERS' LEAVES  



  

Acolytes (8:00)  

7 Megan & Jacky Koelzer 

14 Breann McMurphy 

 

Acolytes  (10:30) 

7 Emily & Kevin Anderson 

14 Joshua & Emma Lundberg 

21 Sarah & Linnea Kuempel 

28 Kara Freeman, Colton Ledgerwood 

 

Altar Guild 

7 Tricia Smurthwaite, Mary Anderson   

14 Donna Smitt 

21  Mary Anderson 

28 Erin Hultgrenn 

 

Communion Assistants (8:00) 

7 Joyce McMurphy, Nora Merk  

14 Tricia Richmond, Karen Bentrup 

21 Nora Merk, Cheryl Patton 

28 Tricia Smurthwaite, Tammi Payton 

 

Lay Assistants 

7 Ted Homme, Matthew Kuempel 

14 Susan Eberlein, Jan Anderson 

21 Tom Vertrees, Craig Johnson 

28 Cheryl Patton, Matthew Kuempel 

 

Readers 

7 Joyce McMurphy, Lindy Von Dohlen 

14 Judy Robbins, Carol Hattemer 

21 Tom Vertrees, Karen Recher  

28 Cheryl Patton, Lacee Kadinger 

 

Sound Techs 

7 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

14 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

21 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

28 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

 

 

 

  

Tellers 

7 Bryan Tharp, Joe Kadinger 

14 TBD, Judy Bareither 

21 Dawn Kirt-Bowen, Ron Lerch 

28 Bob Stein, Lynne Jackson 

 

Ushers (10:30) 

7 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Sara Foraker, Glen 

Allison 

14 Charlotte Tracy, Renae Christianson,  

Jerry Johnson, Vonnie Braun 

 

21 Robert, Kevin, Allen Anderson, Karen Recher 

28 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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2015 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Executive Committee 

President: Rick Shimskey 

(rickandlorishimskey@msn.com) 

Secretary: Susan Eberlein 

(sjeberlein@charter.net) 

Treasurer: Marjory Serier 

(mnserier@gmail.com) 

 

Council Members 

Lori Tharp, Worship & Music 

Dewey Robbins, Youth Council & 

LTP  

Lynne Jackson, Finance  

Amy Westerfield, Youth Council 

Judy Bareither, Evangelism 

Joe Kadinger, Hospitality 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

2~ Amy Alvarado 

 Samuel Fritz 

4~ Robin Mills 

5~ Earl Larsen 

6~ Cole Hultgrenn 

 Calen Richmond 

 Raymond Rodgers 

 Landon Shimskey 

7~ Rodney Bowen 

 Richard Quigley 

 Pat Wodrich 

9~ Darla Rose 

10~ Matthew Jackson 

 Kathi Wilbur 

11~ Joanne Clements 

 Patty Kruschke 

 Chase Pelton 

 

12~ Nayagak Deng 

 Fred Serier 

 Pam Zimmerman 

13~ Mike See 

 Terry Supplee 

14~ JoeAnn Bjerke 

 Buay Deng 

 Lual Dojiok 

 15~ David Bergum 

 Lois Olson 

16~ Denise Lint 

20~ Vonnie 

Braun 

21~ Freida Deines 

 Austin Gemmell 

 Sharon Gilge 

 Marrissa Ledgerwood 

 Tricia Smurthwaite 

 22~ Meredith Tweedt 

23~ Matthew Rutt 

24~ Art Rasch 

25~ Judy Robbins 

27~ Sara Foraker 

 Pr. Kristen Kuempel 

28~ Jeff Richmond 

 

 

 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


