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The Messenger 

From the Pastor’s Study… 
As I write this article, we have just held our annual meeting. It was a good 

meeting, one where we once again committed to “growing in faith” and 

“sharing God’s love with all”. I hope you took some time to look over the an-

nual report—within its pages you will find a multiplicity of ways that our 

congregation continues to make an impact in the lives of people all around 

the world.   

 

But if Christmas and Annual Meeting season are over, it can only mean one 

thing: it’s time to focus on Lent.  

 

This year, Lent begins on March 1. We will have our Ash Wednesday wor-

ship at 7pm on March 1 with Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes. 

On February 26, I will be partnering with Erin and the Middle and High 

School Youth for a “Pancakes and Ashes” event. While someone makes us 

pancakes, the kids and I will burn 2016’s Palm Sunday palms into ashes for 

2017 Ash Wednesday. So when I make the black cross on your forehead, it 

will be the remains of the blades we used last year to greet our Lord with 

glad hosannas as he began his final walk to the Cross. 

 

We will have soup suppers beginning on March 8 at 5:30, with midweek 

Lenten worship at 6:30. This will be an interactive worship service, with 

time for reflection and prayer, but also a fun congregational activity that will 

round out the end of the service. We are hoping to have our youth play a 

large and important role in the midweek services—so if you have a young 

person in your life: encourage them to participate!  

 

Our Sunday services theme is “Feeding a Hungry World”—we will be using 

some of the ELCA World Hunger resources in our worship, as well as look-

ing at ways God calls us to feed a world that is both physically and spiritually 

hungry. Erin will have a family discussion guide available to you, if you 

would like to take what you hear and learn on Sunday mornings into your 

Monday-Saturday lives!  

 

Holy Week 2017 begins with Palm Sunday on April 9. We will have our 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services at 7pm on April 13 and April 14. 

We will celebrate the festival of Easter on April 16.  

 
Continued on next page 
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Grow in Faith, Share God’s Love with All! 



 

 

Support the Pasco  

Latino Ministry 

We need help with snacks! The Pasco 
Latino Lutheran Ministry has asked 
Kennewick First Lutheran to provide 
snacks for the Feb 13 ESL class. This 
would include setting out the snacks 
and providing food and/or money. If 
you can help, contact Alice Allison 
545-5400 aallison2b@charter.net 
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Annual Meeting Updates: 

The Congregational Annual Meeting was January 29.  Highlights of the meeting 

were:  

 New Council members: Greg McMurphy, John Luebke and Sharon Hickman 

will serve on Council until 2020.  Jan Olsen will serve a one year term.   

 2017 Executive Committee: President: Greg McMurphy; Vice President: Tom 

Vertrees; Secretary: Jan Olsen.  You will find the contact information for the 

Executive Committee on the newsletter cover.  

 Rick Shimskey and Amy Westerfield volunteered to serve as Synod Assembly 

voting members representing First.  

 2018 Nominating Committee: Lori Ledgerwood, Kathy Homme, Doug Bol-

stad, Joe Kadinger, Judy Bareither, Jan Olsen 

  

The next  Church Council meeting will be February 12, immediately following 

second service.  

 
Ladies Luncheon 

11:30 February 3 

Inca, Kennewick 

Join a group of us on 

the first Friday of the 

month at a different 

restaurant each month. 

No age limit, no jobs 

to do, no colored hats 

to wear, nothing to 

study, strictly social 

and fun. Come when 

you can whatever 

months you can.   

 

A sign up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. 
Forget to sign up? No 
problem, join us any-
way! Questions? Con-

tact Trudy Lye@ 
tplye@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Attention Thrivent 

Members:   

Don’t forget to check 

your Choice Dollars.  

Occasionally  new 

funds are added in De-

cember. You have un-

til March 31 to distrib-

ute the funds you 

earned in 2016. 

Continued from previous page 

 

In closing, we are coming up on one of my favorite times in the church year. 

Lent is a time for us to slow down, to spend time in contemplation and reflection. 

To ponder what exactly it is that God is calling us to do and be in the world. We 

know that we are to be His people, children of God, heirs to the promise. But what 

does that LOOK like, for practical purposes? Lent is a time to make that a particular 

consideration as we go about our busy, day-to-day lives.  My prayer for all of us is 

that we would have a Lent that so transforms us that we are left confident of our 

call, and the role we play in God’s kingdom, bringing hope to a weary world.  

 

In His Grip,  

 

Pastor Kristen  

 

Sunday School News 

 

We will begin learning about The 
Creed on Love Sunday, February 
12th.  To celebrate Love Sunday and 
the beginning of learning about the 
Creed,  Sunday School Encourages 
everyone to brink food for the Food 
Cart on that day especially to "Share 
God's Love with All." 
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From the Bishop 
 
God’s Beloved People, 
 
 
I’m an admirer of our Washington State 
Senator Patty Murray.  I think, over the 
years, she has shown the groundedness 
and flexibility to help govern our com-
mon life with practical wisdom and the 
necessary strength of compromise.  For 
instance, I was grateful that she was able 
to broker a national budget with Rep Paul 
Ryan when others were failing at the task.  
 
Have I told you that I admire and affirm 
the vocation of politician?  This is one of 
our most difficult callings because it is 
always the process of taking tens of thou-
sands of opinions and trying to make 
“common” law, those deep threads and 
prudential choices that will result in a 
path most of us can honor in our day-to-
day lives.  I’m thinking of this, of course, 
because now our nation launches off on a 
new path, one challenged in substantial 
ways with a new President.  
 
But back to Senator Murray.  She wrote in 
a recent posting that she doesn’t want to 
be asked how she’s doing under the new 
reality.  Rather she says, “Don’t ask me 
how I’m doing.  Ask me what I’m doing.”  
 
This statement reminds me of the sermon 
preached at the installation of Mark Han-
son as our Presiding Bishop some years 
ago.  The preacher compared two things:  
What the bishop had said and what the 
bishop would do.  Her sermon adjured 
the new bishop to “watch his feet,” that is, 
to pay attention to the path he actually 
walked among all the choices a particular 
day might bring.  
 
I have a personal reason to make this 
point today.  Lots of folks are asking me 
“how I’m doing” in the months leading up 
to my leaving the position as bishop of 
the synod.  While I’m deeply grateful for 
the personal caring such a question sug-
gests, I’m not going to be very good with 
an answer.  I have loved, absolutely loved,  

 
 
this work and I’m very sad to leave it.  
That said, it is time, for a number of rea-
sons.  And that includes the reality that 
this is not the end of my vocation, the end 
of my service to the Gospel according to 
giftedness.  I have lots I hope to do, not 
least of which has to do with pouring love 
into a new grandchild, Abigail Claire.  But 
even beyond that I have a calling, a voca-
tion that must press the Gospel of Life, 
now with renewed urgency so deep is the 
challenge of our day.  
 
So back to Senator Murray’s admonition:  
“Don’t ask how I’m doing.  Ask what I’m 
doing.”  I intend that the last eight 
months of my service be intentional, 
faithful, provocative and urgent on behalf 
of the life of Jesus Christ for the world.  
This will have to do with calling, vocation, 
the gift given each of us in baptism.  This 
will have to do with my understanding of 
faithfulness in the day, prudential, and 
faithful choices, so far as I can under-
stand.  I’m going to try and get out of my 
head and pay attention to my feet.  
 
I invite you to do the same.  What I want 
to remember is that the earliest followers 
of Jesus were called followers of “the 
Way.”  Any number of aphorisms try to 
articulate this notion, but it is best sum-
marized for me in the words of A.J.  
Muste, the founder of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation:  “There is no way to 
peace; peace is the way.”   
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:  Pay 
attention to your feet, and may they be 
blessed as they walk “the Way” of Jesus 
Christ.  Every step counts!  Every step on 
behalf of life 
for the world!  
 
 
Bp Martin 
Wells 
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Nametags 

A reminder: Wear your 
nametags. Some of us don’t 
know one another, some of 
us are new and some of us 
just can’t remember who 
you are! Be sure to wear 

your nametags. These are 
our connections to one an-
other. Do you need a name-
tag? Please let Melissa in the 
office know, and one will be 

ordered for you. 

 

******* 

 

SPANISH CLASSES OF-
FERED THROUGH PLLM 

Have you often wished you 
could speak a bit of Spanish 
to communicate with your 
coworkers, neighbors or 
friends?  Pasco Latino Lu-
theran Ministry has just what 
you are looking for.  Ana 
Elisa Wilson is a Hispanic 
with 7 years experience 
teaching Spanish as a Second 
Language classes.  She offers 
SSL classes as part of our 
PLLM outreach classes.  The 
class begins Feb. 6, is from 
4:30-5:45 each Monday until 
the end of April at the First 
Lutheran Church in Pasco 
(530 W. Bonneville).  The 
cost of the class is $5.00 per 
session and you can call Ana 
Elisa at 594-1340 if you have 
any questions.  Please consid-
er joining us. 

 

Ash Wednesday service  

March 1 

7pm 
 

We will observe the imposition of ashes and celebrate Holy Communion.  

All are welcome!  

Columbia Basin Fundraising Brunch 

March 5, 2017 

Social hour: noon 

Brunch and program: 1-2:30pm 

The Red Lion Hotel in Pasco  

 

Please RSVP by Sunday, February 26, 2017 online at www.lcsnw.org/RSVP 

For additional information, please contact : Sara Clark 509-396-3690 

sclark@lcsnw.org 



VBX  

Looking Ahead…. 

 

March 1: Ash Wednes-

day 7pm 

 

March 8: Lenten Mid-

week services begin 

 

May 19-21: 2017 Syn-

od Assembly, Spokane  

 

May 12-13: Church 

yard sale. Talk to Erin or 

Alice if you need to 

bring stuff early 

 

July 10-14: VBS @ 

LOL 

 

July 30-Aug 4: Tribe 

week at Lutherhaven  

Talk to Erin or Alice Alli-

son. 
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Souper Bowl of Caring 
changes the game. 

Since 1990, young people have been leading the 
charge and inspiring others to collect dollars and food 
weeks leading up to the Big Game. Teaming up with 

local partners, these groups give 100% of donations to 
local charities, changing the nation's largest weekend 

of football into the largest weekend of caring.  

February 5, Super Bowl Sunday, First Lutheran will 
once again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring. 
Bring your spare change and an item or two for the 

food cart to church that day! The Sunday school kids 
will be competing to see which team collects the most!  

 

LUTHERHAVEN WOMEN'S RETREAT  

Friday, March 17th - Sunday, March 19th 

 
Let Lutherhaven serve you during a weekend of relaxation and rejuvenation! 

Our speaker this year is Pastor Julie Blum of Maple Leaf 

Lutheran Church 

Make the weekend your own; hike by the lake, scream 

down the zip-line, enjoy an uninterrupted nap or relax in 

the spa! 

 

Register today at  Lutherhaven.com 

No or SLOW Internet? Want to register by phone?  

‘Toll Free 1-866-729-8372 Ext 119 

Email: registrar@lutherhaven.com 

Or...talk to Alice Allison or Karen Bentrup for more info 

 

We would like to say a 

HUGE “Thank you” 

to Vern Jackson and 

Allen Anderson for 

shoveling the snow 

and removing the ice 

around the church 

building!  

http://www.lutherhaven.com/events.php?m=03&yy=2016&sid=37
mailto:registrar@lutherhaven.com
mailto:registrar@lutherhaven.com
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February is a favorite month for a variety of 

people. It seems to bring out the optimism 

and love in most everyone.  I value these 

words by an unknown author..."Life is like a 

camera:  Focus on what's important, capture 

the good times and develop from the nega-

tives."  Have a nice Valentine's Day!  

Adult 

****The Dressmaker of Khair Khana by Gayle 
Tzemach Lemmon tells the incredible true story of 
this unlikely entrepreneur who mobilized her com-
munity under the Taliban.  A story of war, it is also 
about family, faith and resilience in the face of des-
pair.  These women are not victims--they are the glue 
that holds families together; they are the backbone 
and the heart of their nation.  958/LEM 

 

****Another Miss Julia book:  Miss Julia Hits the 
Road  by Ann B. Ross is being added to  our  
library.  It is a hit with many that cherish the series!  
This southern spitfire of a certain age, is becoming 
increasingly concerned about her gentleman friend, 
Sam, who has suddenly started wearing cowboy 
boots, sending her flowers, and writing bad poetry.  
When he shows up on a Harley -Davison and asks her 
to hop on, she's convinced he's lost his mind.  AF/
ROS 

 

Children 

****Will you Read to Me by Denys Cazet is a 
lovely tale about a pig that learns to embrace his indi-
viduality while also loving to read. Wonderful illustra-
tions!  B/CAZ 

 

****The Story of Noah's Ark by Caryn Rivad-
eneira is filled with captivating illustrations and a 
story that will engage your child.  You will also find 
questions for reflections and activities that  will en-
rich the discussion of the story.  B/RIV 

 

All Ages 

****Papa Luther by Daniel D. Maurer  is geared 
especially toward children ages 8 to 13, but will in-
trigue teens and adults .  It is an exciting story of 
Martin Luther, told through the eyes of his children 
Hans and Magda. This colorful, 88-page “graphic 
form” is an interesting introduction and story of Mar-
tin Luther, his wife, Kate and their family and the 
reformation. YAF/MAU 

 

****Fairest by New berry Honor author  Gail 
Carson Levine is a different retelling of Snow White.  
A reviewer on Amazon.com gave the book 5 Stars and 
made these comments: “Its characters are "fleshed 
out" wonderfully. I love that no one is presented as 
having been born either good or evil, but that the 
choices the characters make form what they be-
come...and while humanity and forgiveness are not 
the norm in the fairy tales of old, G.C. Levine's stories 
are delicately sprinkled with them. I must thank G.C. 
Levine for reminding all your female readers that 
lovely isn't what you see in the mirror, it's who you 
are as a person.’’ J/LEV 

 

Teens 

****When Lightning Struck by Danika Cooley 
is a fast- action packed novel of Martin Luther Lu-
ther's life.  You will be introduced to a fascinating 
time when princes ruled Europe and knights roamed 
the countryside.  The author conveys both the drama 
and the meaning of the Reformation for younger 
readers during a time where believing  the wrong 
thing could get you killed. (excerpt from back cover) 
YAF/COO 

**** Denotes new books added to our library recently 

FEBRUARY 

2017 READERS' LEAVES  



  

Acolytes (8:00)  

5 Megan & Jacky Koelzer 

12 Brady Black 

19 Noah Smurthwaite 

26 Breann McMurphy 

 

Acolytes  (10:30) 

5 Kaylee Comstock, Rebecca Kadinger 

12 Linnea Kuempel, Emma Hinrichs  

19 Alyssa Martinez, Sydney Janikowski 

26 Jacob & Joshua Lundberg 

 

Altar Guild 

5 Nora Merk 

12 Erin Hultgrenn 

19  Tricia Smurthwaite 

26 Tammi Payton 

 

Communion Assistants (8:00) 

5 TBD, Nora Merk  

12 Joyce McMurphy 

19 Tricia Smurthwaite 

26 Nora Merk 

 

Lay Assistants 

5 Ted Homme, Doug Bolstad 

12 Cheryl Patton, Jan Anderson 

19 Tom Vertrees, Craig Johnson 

26 Cheryl Patton, Matthew Kuempel 

 

Readers 

5 Barbara Mannion, Lindy Von Dohlen 

12 Phoebe Smurthwaite Carol Hattemer 

19 Joyce McMurphy, Lacee Kadinger  

26 Alice Allison, Don Wodrich 

 

Sound Techs 

5 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

12 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

19 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

26 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

 

 

Tellers 

5 Jan Olsen, Tom Vertrees 

12 Joyce McMurphy, Tom Vertrees 

19 Wayne Miller, Tom Vertrees 

26 George Hunter, Tom Vertrees 

 

Ushers (10:30) 

5 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Sara Foraker,  

Dick & Sharon Shire 

12 Charlotte Tracy, Renae Killmer,  Keith Johnson, 

Sara Foraker 

 

19 Robert, Kevin Anderson, Audrey Blegen, Glen Alli-

son 

26 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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Cancer—Now What? is a book to 
give to those with cancer and 
their loved ones, providing useful 
information and practical ideas 
for dealing with the wide range of 
medical, emotional, relational, 
and spiritual challenges that can-
cer brings. With 74 concise chap-
ters organized into 12 topical 
parts, people can read the book 
from beginning to end or directly 
to whatever chapters address their 
needs at any given time. 
 

Cancer—Now What? draws on the experiences and insights 
Dr. Kenneth C. Haugk gained as he walked alongside his 
wife, Joan, during her battle with cancer. It then builds on 
that foundation through extensive research conducted with 
over 3,500 cancer survivors, loved ones, and medical profes-
sionals. The book is written in a warm, conversational style, 
encouraging and empowering readers throughout their jour-
ney. By making a group order we can get the book for $22 
or less including shipping.  Talk to Alice Allison or Jerry 
Johnson.  Orders due by Feb 26 
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FIRST  

Executive Committee 

President: Greg McMurphy 
mcmurphygreg@gmail.com 
 

Vice President: Tom Vertrees 
thvertrees@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Jan Olsen 
jolsen6789@msn.com 
 
Treasurer:  Lori Tharp 

kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 

 

Council Members 

Judy Bareither, Evangelism 

Joe Kadinger, Property  

Jan Olsen, Youth Council 

Trudy Lye, Education 

Jon Schliep, Finance 

Tom Vertrees, Hospitality  

Sharon Hickman, Worship & 

Music 

John Luebke, Stewardship 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

2~ Amy Alvarado 

3~ Erin Husted 

4~ Robin Mills 

5~ Earl Larsen 

6~ Cole Hultgrenn 

 Calen Richmond 

 Raymond Rodgers 

 Landon Shimskey 

7~ Rodney Bowen 

 Richard Quigley 

 Pat Wodrich 

8~ Veronica Zerba 

9~ Darla Rose 

10~ Matthew Jackson 

 Kathi Wilbur 

11~  Patty Kruschke 

 Chase Pelton 

12~ Nayagak Deng 

 Fred Serier 

 Pam Zimmerman 

13~ Mike See 

 Terry Supplee 

14~ JoeAnn Bjerke 

 Buay Deng 

 Lual Dojiok 

 15~ David Bergum 

 Lois Olson 

16~ Denise Lint 

20~ Vonnie Braun 

21~ Freida Deines 

 Austin Gemmell 

 Sharon Gilge 

 Marrissa Ledgerwood 

 Tricia Smurthwaite 

 22~ Kendra Nies 

  Meredith Tweedt 

23~ Patty Barnes 

  Matthew Rutt 

24~ Art Rasch 

25~ Alexander Barcus 

 Judy Robbins 

27~ Sara Foraker 

 Pr. Kristen Kuempel 

28~ Jeff Richmond 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


