
February 2018 
First Lutheran Church  of Kennewick 

The Messenger 
 

From the Pastor’s Study… 
 

Hearts and Roses 

 

   It’s a rare occurrence. This year, Ash Wednesday, falls on Valen-
tine’s Day.  What a clash of images and meanings! The symbols for 
Valentine’s Day include hearts and Cupid and his bow and arrow. 
Mythology and the Roman God of Love are those symbols we use to 
designate a day dedicated to “sweethearts” and love. It’s a day to give 
chocolates and send flowers.  

   And on Ash Wednesday, the first day of the forty days of “Lent,” 
we receive a smudge of ashes on our forehead and join our sisters and 
brothers in acknowledging the ways of sin that draw us from God. We 
acknowledge our own mortality.  The one day invites romance. The 
other invites a time of self-examination.  

   Pondering the varied “messages” implied by both days, has led me 
to a couple of reflections.  

   First, we Christians live in two worlds at the same time. Grounded 
in the mystery of Christ, our lives are ordered by the cycles and 
rhythms of the liturgical year. But we also enjoy and take part in holi-
days that are special to our culture. We are not separatists. God is pre-
sent and alive in every aspect of our lives. The challenge lies in how 
we navigate faith in an increasingly complex and diverse world. 

   I am also mindful that for some people both Valentine’s Day and 
Ash Wednesday can be a somber days of reflection. For those who 
have lost a spouse, a child, or a close and dear friend, Valentine’s Day 
can touch off feelings of loss and grief. The reminder that “we do not 
live forever—earth to earth, ashes to ashes” can be a downer for some 
with a smudge of ash on a forehead. And yet our hope does not lie in 
denying death, but in embracing the hope and promise found in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

What if we were to look at and imagine how Gospel themes intersect 
with various celebrations. Besides exchanging “Valentine’s,” heart 
language also shows up on Ash Wednesday when we pray: “create in 
me a clean heart, O God.” How are the images and themes different? 
And where might they be the same? Early Christians infused Gospel 
meaning into customs that already existed. The timing of Christmas 
and the birth of Jesus as the “light of the world” grew out of the ob-
servance of the Winter Solstice. 
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KFLC STAFF 

 Interim Pastor: Alan Berg 
      Phone: 783-6108 ext 1 
 

 Child, Youth & Family Ministry   
Director: Erin Husted 

       Email: erin.r.husted@gmail.com 
       Phone: 783-6108 ext.4 
 

 Church Secretary: 
       Melissa Zerb 
       office@kennfirstlutheran.org 
       Phone: 783-6108 ext. 1 
 

 Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
       kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

 Choir Director: Jeff Gilmore 

 Custodians: Al & Marta Cristales 

 Nursery Attendant: Michaela 
Glasgow 

 Organist: Susan Eberlein 

2018 EXECUTIVE COMMIT-
TEE...COMING SOON! 

Grow in Faith, Share God’s Love with All! 



 

 

Support the Pasco  

Latino Ministry 

We need help with snacks! The Pasco 
Latino Lutheran Ministry has asked 
Kennewick First Lutheran to provide 
snacks for the Feb 19 ESL class. This 
would include setting out the snacks 
and providing food and/or money. If 
you can help, contact Alice Allison 
545-5400 aallison2b@charter.net 
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Annual Meeting Updates: 

The Congregational Annual Meeting was January 28.  Highlights of the meeting 

were:  

 New Council members: Karen Bentrup, Erin Hultgrenn and Mark Eberlein 

will serve on Council until 2020.  Chris Rose will serve a one year term.   

 Tammi Payton and Rod Huber volunteered to serve as Synod Assembly vot-

ing members representing First. 

 2018 Nominating Committee: Susan Eberlein, Dewey Robbins, Joyce 

McMurphy, Trudy Lye, Jon Schliep and Chris Rose 

  

The Executive Committee will be selected at the next  Church Council meeting, 

February 11. 

 
Ladies Luncheon 

11:30 February 2 

Anthony’s  

Join a group of us on 

the first Friday of the 

month at a different 

restaurant each month. 

Come when you can 

whatever months you 

can.   

A sign up sheet is post-
ed on the bulletin board 
in the narthex. Forget 
to sign up? No prob-
lem, join us anyway! 
Questions? Contact 

Trudy Lye@ 
tplye@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
Are you a Fred Meyer 
Rewards member? If so, 
you can link your Re-
wards Card to 
Kennewick First Luther-
an! Then, whenever you 
use your Rewards Card 
while shopping at Fred-
dy’s, we will earn a do-
nation from Fred Meyer.  
Best of all, you also get 
to keep your rewards 
for yourself. Go to fred-
meyer.com and create a 
log in, click on the re-
wards tab and link your 
card to First Lutheran 
Church.     
If you do not have a 
Rewards Card, you can 
sign up for one at the 
Customer Service Desk. 

Continued from previous page 

 
   These challenges lead to all kinds of questions. How do we embrace 
church and culture at the same time? How does the Church engage culture 
while maintaining the distinctiveness of the Gospel? How do I balance my 
commitment to Sunday worship and my “discipleship” in the world with 
all my other activities and commitments? Do I need to sort out my priori-
ties?  

 

   Questions like these are good to think about and pray about, especially in 
a time like Lent. A time to ask God to renew our hearts and prepare for the 
joy of the Easter feast. May the “days” ahead give us all opportunity for 
building our relationships of love and caring. And may they also provide us 
an opportunity to re-center ourselves in the greatest Love the world has 
known.  

                                                                                             Pastor Alan Berg 

 

Sunday School News 

 

Adult Sunday School continues our 
study of the Small Catechism. Join 
us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the 
Fireside room! 

Gather Bible study on Multiple 
Meanings: Learning from other in-
terpretations Thursday, February 
22 @6:30pm 
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Our Mid-Week Lenten  
Soup Suppers  and Ser-

vices 

 

5:45 soup and fellowship 

6:30 Worship 

 

Soup Suppers begin Febru-
ary 21 in the fellow ship 
hall.  We will be using Hold-
en Vesper Service with week-
ly meditations on Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer's classic book on 
what does it mean to live in 
Christian Community 

Feb 21: “Community” 

Feb 28: “The Day with Oth-
ers” 

Mar 7: “The Day Alone” 

Mar 14: “Ministry” 

Mar21: “Confessions & 
Communion” 

 

*All mid-week soup suppers 
and service will be held in 
the fellowship hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
changes the game. 

Since 1990, young people have been leading the charge 
and inspiring others to collect dollars and food weeks 

leading up to the Big Game. Teaming up with local part-
ners, these groups give 100% of donations to local chari-

ties, changing the nation's largest weekend of football into 
the largest weekend of caring.  

February 4, Super Bowl Sunday, First Lutheran will once 
again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring. Bring your 

spare change and cash! The Sunday school kids will be 
competing to see which team collects the most!  

 

Ash Wednesday Service  

February 14 

6:30 pm 
 

We will observe the imposition of ashes and celebrate Holy Com-

munion.  

All are welcome!  



VBX  

 

Looking Ahead…. 

 

March 9-11: Ladies Re-

treat @ Lutherhaven 

Check out their website 

for all the details. 

 

April 27-29: 2018 Syn-

od Assembly, Yakima  

 

July 16-20: VBS! 
 

We’ve updated our web-
site! Take a few minutes 
to check it out: 
kennewickfirstluther-
an.com 
Special thanks to Pat 
Yecha (and Renae) for this 
incredible gift.   
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From the Bishop 
 
Our first child was born just a couple of weeks before Ash Wednesday. Our new family of 
three traveled the dark gravel roads of rural Kansas to a small white church where my hus-
band was the pastor. It was the first time people had gotten to see our newborn, and I was 
as proud as any young mother could be. I sat in the front pew, my arms full of baby—my 
baby—and listened attentively to the service, enjoying the novel opportunity to be part of 
the congregation. When the appropriate time arrived: I went and knelt at the altar rail, so 
that Matthew could place an ashen cross on my forehead. “Remember you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.” Amen.  

And then, my beloved husband, my best friend, the father of the infant in my arms, turned 
and dared to place his ashy black finger on my daughter’s pristine sleeping forehead and 
pronounce, “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return,” solemnly making the 
sign of the cross on the brow that hadn’t even experienced the cross of baptism yet.  

My reaction was immediate and visceral. I wanted to snatch my sweet baby away from him, 
to run from the room, to declare, “No. Not my baby. Not her. Death doesn’t get to have her. 
Take me. Leave her alone.”  

Except, of course, that death lays claim to us all. Whether we like, acknowledge, allow, ac-
cept, welcome it…or not. The dust of death clings to us from the moment we draw our first 
breath, until our last. Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  

This year, Ash Wednesday is on Valentine’s Day. They seem like strange holidays to share a 
day, on the surface. Pink hearts, red roses, candy, romance on one hand…dark, grit, ash, 
repentance on the other.  As disconnected as these two observances seem to be, there is also 
a wonderful similarity between them. Those of us who choose to mark this day with an ash-
emblazoned cross are bearing witness to a love that is far greater and more enduring than 
the loved associated with Valentine’s Day.  

Those ashy crosses we wear should serve to remind us of two things: one, that we are dust. 
And two: the cross saves us from death. That we are loved by the One who’s death has de-
stroyed death, and who’s rising has opened to us the way of everlasting life. Death may lay 
claim to us, but in Christ that claim has no merit. No hold. No power. God reacts with all the 
ferocity of a new mother when Death dares lay a finger on her be-
loved child, “No. Not my baby. You don’t get to have her. You can 
have me. But not her.”   What wondrous love is this, oh my soul, oh 
my soul?   

May God grant us all a blessed Lent. 

+ Bishop Kristen 

Living Lutheran – Kennewick First Lutheran is an every member sub-
scriber to our church-wide, ELCA monthly 
magazine and every member can receive a 
copy if it is the person’s wish.  If you are not 
getting this magazine and would like to, 
please call the office @ 509-783-6108 or 
send an e-mail to of-
fice@kennfirstlutheran.org and Melissa 
will put you on our list.  Our church library 
has current issues for check-out too! Each 
quarter there is included a section from our 
Northeast WA – Idaho Synod.  This is an 
excellent way to keep up with the latest 
from Church-wide and read some great ar-
ticles about our faith.  Some of us like to 
read the very first one-page, thought pro-
voking article by Pastor Franck Honeycutt 
and then turn to the very back page and read the message from our nation-
al Bishop, Elizabeth A. Eaton. 

Nametags 

Please remember to wear 
your nametags. Some of 

us don’t know one anoth-
er, some of us are new and 

some of us just can’t re-
member who you are! Be 
sure to wear your name-
tags. These are our con-

nections to one anoth-
er. Do you need a name-
tag? Please let Melissa in 
the office know, and one 
will be ordered for you. 

mailto:office@kennfirstlutheran.org
mailto:office@kennfirstlutheran.org
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Even though February is the shortest month of the year, 

sometimes it seems like the longest.” ― J.D. Robb 

Have a memorable month and Valentine’s Day!  

****Books recently added to the library  

Young Adult 

Heading Home by Renee Riva continues the adven-

tures of A. J. Degulio.  At eighteen, after living in Italy 

for eight years, she returns home to Indian Island and her 

beloved dog, Sailor (first met in Saving Sailor; heartily 

recommend these two books), and her childhood friend, 

Danny Morgan. A lot has changed, Sailor moves slower, 

Danny has grown into a six foot-something good-looking 

cowboy...and A.J. has a promise to keep...which doesn't 

include Danny. The book is funny. Riva writes humor 

well.  Once the family and the extended family arrives 

from Italy, the story moves into an ongoing series of fun-

ny scenes. Coleen L. Reece author of "140+ Books You 

Can Trust" writes: "Renee deserves high praise for a 

book that will touch lives and teach tolerance while ad-

hering to strong Christian beliefs." YAF/RIV 

Children 

One Smile by Cindy McKinley can be summed up by 

the following quotes:  "It only takes seeing one smile, 

hearing one word, receiving one act of kindness or read-

ing one book to change your view of life.  Read this 

heartwarming story and begin a new and meaningful life 

today.  It only takes One Smile". (Bernie Siegel, M.D.) " 

One Smile beautifully illustr ates the impact of a sim-

ple kindness.  All children deserve the empowerment of 

knowing their kindness can change the world".  

(Catherine Ryan Hyde, author of Pay It Forward) B/

MCC 

****Hal and the Very Long Race by Lucy Bell is a 

Frolic book that introduces basic faith concepts in a way 

that’s fun and age appropriate for young children. Hal is 

invited to race with his friends, but he is self-conscious 

about his short legs and slow speed. Will his friends 

laugh at him? A prayer about gifts helps Hal figure out 

what he’s truly good at.  B/BEL 

Adult 

**** The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning 
has been described in many ways by reviewers on differ-
ent book sites:  1) "Wow. This is one of those books that 
you could read every year and it still be as powerful as 
the first time."  2) " Powerful book that teaches grace, 
empathy and grounded communication as a Christian." 3) 
"The Ragamuffin Gospel impacts lives... Brennan 
Manning delivers an amazing and captivating spiritual 
journey!" 248/MAN 
 
****Family -Based Youth Ministry by MARK 
DeVries stresses an approach of adults, families and con-
gregations involved together.  He believes that young 
people belong in the life of their church, and the church 
belongs in the lives of its youth.  259/DEV 
 
Sixty-six people on Amazon.com gave the Quilter's Leg-

acy by Jennifer  Chiaver ii a 4.6 rating out of 5.  The 

New York Daily News says it is "A terrific story about 

healing and forgiveness".  This is one part of a series in 

the Elm Creek Quilts novels, but it can stand alone. It is 

never predictable, always suspenseful as to what we will 

find at each stop along the way, this book is for anyone 

who has an interest in family, legacies or quilts. A reader 

says," All of her books are very well written, her charac-

ters are great and I love reading them. You don't have to 

be a quilter to like these stories." What makes it so good 

is the journey it takes the readers on---from World II to 

the current day. AF/CHI 

FEBRUARY 

2018 READERS' LEAVES  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/17065.J_D_Robb


  

Acolytes (8:00)  

4 Jacky Koelzer 

18 Noah Smurthwaite 

 

Acolytes  (10:30) 

4 Kara Freeman, Zoe Sleater 

11 Emerson Hanchette, Emma Hinrichs  

18 Alyssa Martinez, Sydney Janikowski 

25 Parker Lydeen, Clayton Glasgow 

 

Altar Guild 

4 Nora Merk 

11 Renae Killmer 

18  Tricia Smurthwaite 

25 Marjory Serier 

 

Children’s Church 

4 Tamara Barcus 

11 Becca Anderson 

18 Erin Meneely 

25 Jessica Rammelsberg 

 

Communion Assistants (10:00) 

4 Lindy Von Dohlen, Vern Jackson 

11 Renae Killmer, Lorri Ledgerwood 

18 Jerry Johnson, George Schwantes 

25 Karen Recher, Dawn Kirt-Bowen 

  

Lay Assistants 

4 TBD, Lindy Von Dohlen 

11 Doug Bolstad, Jan Anderson 

18 Tom Vertrees, Craig Johnson 

25 Brady Black, Lynne Jackson 

 

Readers 

4 Darla Rose, Sharon Hickman 

11 Alice Allison, Melissa Lozano 

18 Judy Robbins, Lindy Von Dohlen 

25 Phoebe Smurthwaite, Lorri Ledgerwood 

 

Sound Techs 

4 Mark Eberlein, Keith Johnson 

11 John Luebke, Greg McMurphy 

18 Troy Lydeen, Scott Comstock 

25 Mark Eberlein, Keith Johnson 

 

Tellers 

4 Rod Huber, Trudy Lye 

12 Joyce McMurphy, Trudy Lye 

19 Eileen Pederson, Trudy Lye 

26 Tammi Payton, Trudy Lye 

 

Ushers (10:30) 

4 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Lorane Becker, John 

Martell 

11 Renae Killmer,  Keith Johnson, Walt & Sue Swita 

 

18 Gary & Donna Smitt, Trudy Lye, Glen Allison 

25 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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Hat, scarf & glove collection box 

Are you a knitter?  Can you crochet?  If 

so, do you have some yarn that you 

want to use up and clear out?  If you 

have time and would like to put that 

yarn and your needle & hook skills to 

good use, all donations will be greatly appreciated by 

those less fortunate.  Just place your donated items in 

the box next to the food cart.  Don’t knit or crochet? 

Purchased items are appreciated 

too!   

The Evangelism Committee 
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2018 FIRST LUTHERAN 
COUNCIL MEMBERS  

 

Trudy Lye 

Jon Schliep 

Chris Rose 

Sharon Hickman 

John Luebke 

Greg McMurphy 

Erin Hultgrenn 

Karen Bentrup 

Mark Eberlein 

 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

2~ Amy Alvarado 

3~ Erin Husted 

4~ Robin Mills 

5~ Earl Larsen 

6~ Cole Hultgrenn 

 Calen Richmond 

 Landon Shimskey 

7~ Rodney Bowen 

 Richard Quigley 

 Pat Wodrich 

8~ Veronica Zerba 

9~ Darla Rose 

10~ Matthew Jackson 

 Kathi Wilbur 

11~  Patty Kruschke 

 Chase Pelton 

12~ Nayagak Deng 

 Fred Serier 

 Pam Zimmerman 

13~ Mike See 

 Terry Supplee 

14~ JoeAnn Bjerke 

 Buay Deng 

 Lual Dojiok 

 15~ David Bergum 

 Lois Olson 

16~ Denise Lint 

20~ Vonnie Braun 

21~ Freida Deines 

 Austin Gemmell 

 Sharon Gilge 

 Marrissa Ledgerwood 

 Tricia Smurthwaite 

 22~ Kendra Nies 

  Meredith Tweedt 

23~ Patty Barnes 

  Matthew Rutt 

24~ Art Rasch 

25~ Alexander Barcus 

 Judy Robbins 

28~ Jeff Richmond 

   Barb Wilson 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


