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KFLC STAFF 

 

 Pastor: Weston Walker 
      walkerweston@gmail.com 
      Phone: 509-416-6543 
 

 Church Secretary: 
       Melissa Zerb 
       office@kennfirstlutheran.org 
       Phone: 783-6108 ext. 1 
 

 Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
       kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

 Choir Director: Jeff Gilmore 

 Custodians: Al & Marta Cristales 

 Nursery Attendant: Courtney 
Comstock 

 Organist: Susan Eberlein 
 

2018 Executive committee 

President: Jon Schliep 
jschliep36@gmail.com 
 
Vice President: John Luebke 
Jnm.luebke@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  Greg McMurphy 
mcmurphygreg@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 Grow in Faith, Share God’s Love with All! 

The Messenger 

This is a great and exciting time for Kennewick First Lutheran, and I am blessed 
to have been a part of transition into your next chapter.  

 

First, you have been a blessing to me personally.  This has been a transition year 
for me re-adjusting to civilian life again.  Though fully involved in ministry for 
my whole adult life, this was the first time I served in congregational ministry in 
many years.  You welcomed me and affirmed God's gift and the church's calling 
in my life. And as a new-ish Lutheran you have helped me settle in to my new 
denominational home. I will remain grateful for you blessing me with the op-
portunity to transition into my next chapter.  

 

As was evident as soon as I arrived--and only grew in clarity in my six months 
with you--this is a church with many gifted and dedicated leaders. On a part-
time basis there was much I did not have time to do. And that was OK because 
someone was always stepping up to make sure the important work of ministry 
continued. A pastoral-absence (or reduced presence) is good for a church so we 
can better see the many ways God is at work among us. God's work at 
Kennewick First did not stop because of pastoral transition.  

 

It is exciting to call a new pastor. What does God have in store for us? What new 
ways to serve can we learn? What current areas of our ministry will find affir-
mation and reinvigoration from a new pastor? Where and how can we welcome 
the Holy Spirit to empower and guide our efforts? How can we bless our new 
pastor? It has been rewarding for me to share in the excitement of an active 
church calling a new pastor. Thanks for letting me share this with you. 

 

The people of Kennewick First have enriched my life. Being a musician who 
loves liturgy, I have been blessed to work with Susan, Jeff, and the many other 
worship leaders.  The assisting ministers who pray over me each week have 
been clear conduits of God's grace to me. The Care Team has helped us all focus 
on caring for those in need among us.  The education and confirmation leaders 
have kept our life enriched with young lives and perspectives. The Church 
Council members have been good examples to me of those who well serve our 
church. The Altar Guild weekly supports the cornerstone of our community life 
together. The Call Committee persevered and through faithful service has led us 
to this next transition. Working closely with Melissa has affirmed to me her 
ministry and commitment in serving with you. Just as Melissa contributes 
much to the people and ministry of this church, so she has to me as well.  I am a 
better pastor for having worked with Melissa.  

 

Since we will remain neighbors for hopefully many years, I value the relation-
ships we have built and look forward to future opportunities where we can con-
tinue to be a blessing to each other and to our communities where we serve.  

Thank you, 

Pr Weston 

From the Pastor’s Study 
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CALL COMMITTEE REPORT 

It is with great pleasure that your Call Committee report overwhelming approval, by the congre-

gation, of Pastor John (JJ) Dygert as the next pastor for First Lutheran Church of Kennewick.  On 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 a special meeting of the congregation was held to vote on the Call 

Committee recommendation of Pastor Dygert.  After a short presentation, ballots were tallied and 

the results certified by Synod representative, Norfilia Tijerina.  Pastor Dygert has accepted the 

Call and will begin his ministry with our congregation on January 16, 2019. 

The Call Committee has volunteered to continue as a mutual ministry team for Pastor Dygert 

through his first year at First Lutheran.  However, we ask that all members of the congregation 

join in the support and encouragement of Pastor Dygert and his family as they join our communi-

ty and church family at First Lutheran.   

Thank you for the opportunity to serve on your Call Committee – Ron Lerch, Chairman. Mem-
bers: John Martell, Tammi Payton, Rick Shimskey, Renae Yecha, Amber Hanchette  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
changes the game. 

Since 1990, young people have been leading 
the charge and inspiring others to collect dol-

lars and food weeks leading up to the Big 
Game. Teaming up with local partners, these 
groups give 100% of donations to local chari-
ties, changing the nation's largest weekend of 

football into the largest weekend of caring. 

February 3, Super Bowl Sunday, First Luther-
an will once again participate in the Souper 

Bowl of Caring. Bring your spare change and 
cash! The Sunday school kids will be compet-

ing to see which team collects the most!  

Confirmation update 

 

Confirmation class is 
going well! There are 
14 7th and 8th graders 
who have studied 
the Small Catechism 
and are moving on 
to Bible Overview.   

Carol Hattemer and Alice Allison are co-
ordinating and would welcome speakers 
or lesson presenters.    

Our 9th and 10th graders are using the 
mentor approach and meeting monthly 
to concentrate on Small Catechism. 

On Sunday, January 6, the Confirmation 
class is performing a community service 
project. They will be doing yard work and 
enjoying cocoa and donuts! Thank you 
for participating! 
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Pasco Latino Lutheran Ministry  

 

Classes begin the week of Monday January 14th   2019, 6:00-8:00 pm 
 

Citizenship and ESL classes 

Citizenship classes in English 

Citizenship classes in Spanish 

English as a Second Language Classes 

Children: Music and fun with the Pastor and Homework help 

Childcare and activities for preschoolers 

 
The registrations are:  

Thursday January 10th 5 pm-7 pm and Saturday January 12th 11am -2pm. 
Place: First Lutheran Church, Downtown Pasco 

530 W. Bonneville Street 
Pasco WA 99301 

On the corner of 5th and Bonneville 
 

$15 fee per adult one time only for materials 
Questions – call Donna (509) 947-4419 
 
 
 
This activity is not sponsored nor endorsed by the Pasco School 
District.  

 

 Thank you for your continued support of Little Treasures Preschool. We 
are blessed to be part of this amazing place. Our kiddos love walking past 
the office to wave at Ms. Melissa, looking into “God House” aka the sanctu-
ary and playing on the playground. Because of First Lutheran Church, we 
are able to love, nurture, and teach our kiddos in a warm and welcoming 
place. Thank you for your amazing support of O’Christmas Tea! Fun, fellow-
ship, and yummy food was had by all.  The entertainment, provided by LTP 
alumni, was wonderful. Thank you to Erin Hultgrenn for coordinating it! All 

monies raised will help us to continue what we do every day.  Again, thank you for your prayers 
and support. Happy New Year! 

 Thank you to Bill Suhr for making and  installing new vent covers for the Fellowship Hall!  Thank 
you, Bill for your hard work. They look great!  

 Thank you to all those who thought of me and my family this holiday season. The cards, gifts, 
hugs and delicious goodies were much appreciated :) Your kindness means to world to us.  
~Melissa and family 
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Ladies Lunch January 4 11:30am 

Fuego Mexican Restaurant in 

Kennewick 

A sign up sheet is posted on the 
bulletin board in the narthex. Con-
tact Stephanie Kolowith 
stephaniekolowith@gmail.com  
or 509-545-8512 

 
***** 

Thrivent Members Don’t forget to 
check your Choice Dollars.  Some-
times new funds are put in on Dec. 
31.  You have till March 31 to dis-
tribute the funds you earned in 
2018. 

***** 
First Communion classes will 
begin soon, using  the new A Place 
for Me materials. Children who 
would like a review are also wel-
come to attend.  Contact Alice Alli-
son 545-5400 or Erin Hultgrenn if 
you are interested.  
 

***** 
Blessing Boxes  are available for 
Tumaini Girls’ Scholarship 
Fund.  Last year we collected $292 
with just our change Boxes are due 
Sept11.  You can put them in my 
office box anytime Alice Allison 545
-5400  aallison2b@charter.net 

 

***** 
Pasco First Lutheran is celebrating 
their 100th anniversary this 
year.  They are collecting 100 of 
something each month.  They 
would welcome our assistance with 
backpacks for February and used 
eye glasses later. 

 

***** 

2019 offering envelopes are  now 

available in the narthex. Did you 

know...you do not have to be a member 

in order to have offering envelopes? 

Please check to see if a box has been 

assigned to you. If you would like to 

have offering envelopes, contact the 

church office and one will be assigned to 

you! 

 

Altar Guild 

6 Tammi Payton 

13 Renae Killmer 

20 Tricia Smurthwaite 

27 Erin Hultgrenn 

  

Communion Assistants (10:30) 

6 Dawn Kirt-Bowen, Vern Jackson 

13 Dawn Kirt-Bowen, Lorri Ledgerwood 

20 Karen Recher, Amber Hanchette 

27 Lindy Von Dohlen, Janice Hunter 

 

Lay Assistants 

6 Doug Bolstad, Tom Vertrees 

13 Barbara Mannion, Gary Henne 

20 Tom Vertrees, Lindy Von Dohlen 

27 Doug Bolstad 

 

 

Readers 

6 Barbara Mannion, Sharon Hickman 

13 Judy Robbins, Michaela Glasgow 

20 Darla Rose, Gary Henne 

27George Hunter 

 

Sound Techs 

6  Scott Comstock, Troy Lydeen 

13 John Luebke, Greg McMurphy 

20 Mark Eberlein, Troy Lydeen 

27 Greg McMurphy  

 

Ushers (10:30) 

6 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Lorane Becker, 

John Martell 

13  Renae Killmer,  Keith Johnson,  Walt & Sue 

Swita 

 

20 Gary & Donna Smitt, Glen Allison 

 

27Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 

 

January Sunday Servants 

Annual Congregational Meeting and potluck will be January 27, 2019. 

We will have one congregational worship service at 9:30AM, to be 

immediately followed by brunch and our annual meeting. Annual 

committee reports are due Monday, January 154 2019. Please EMAIL 

your one page reports to the church office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

mailto:stephaniekolowith@gmail.com
mailto:aallison2b@charter.net
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JANUARY 2019 READER LEAVES  

January is a month known for new beginnings and reso-

lutions.   A favorite quotation:  "What lies behind us 

and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to 

what lies within us." - Ralph Waldo Emerson 
(***Indicates new to our book shelves) 

Adult 

***The Case for Grace by Lee Strobel, is a 

recipient of the Christian Book Award. In it, the 

author explores the evidence of transformed 

lives. He describes quests for grace as well as 

his own personal story.  In his book, he intro-

duces seven people; one a survivor of the Cam-

bodian genocide who forgives the person who 

tortured him and an abused orphan who is 

changed by her adopted father’s love. This book 

will touch your heart!  It focuses on God’s 

transforming work in the lives of men and wom-

en today. 248/STR 

 

Fannie Flag’s Fried Green Tomatoes at the 

Whistle Stop Cafe is the classic novel of two 

women in the 1980s: gray-headed Mrs. Thread-

goode telling her life story to Evelyn, who is in 

the sad slump of middle age. The tale that she 

recites is also of two women—dare devilish 

tomboy Idgie and her friend Ruth—who back in 

the thirties ran a little place in Whistle Stop, 

Alabama; a Southern kind of cafe offering good 

barbecue and good coffee and all kinds of love 

and laughter, even an occasional murder. F/LA 

*** Saving Fish from Drowning is a depar -

ture from acclaimed author Amy Tan’s usual 

theme of relationships between mothers and 

daughters. In this book, she barely touches on 

this theme, leaving room to explore new ones.  

Interestingly, some fans weren’t thrilled by it. In 

response another author, Dave Loeff, wrote a 

review in support of Tan’s latest approach, “It is 

more about fathers and sons, citizens and gov-

ernments, religious beliefs and superstitions, 

honest folk and swindlers. This novel addresses 

a number of themes, and addresses them well”. 

It even includes humor, as noted by another 

reader, Len B., “Not her usual, but Great All the 

Same!” If you are a fan of Amy Tan, read this 

book and see what you think.  If you haven’t 

read her, try some of our other books in the li-

brary, she is a good writer! AF/TAN 

Young Readers/ Adults young-at-heart  

Renee Riva has written a great book for our 

young readers entitled Farley’s Five and Dime. 

Two customers on Amazon.com offered these 

comments: "This is a charming, family-friendly 

tale set in a Five and Dime store. The main 

character, twelve-year-old Mazie, is delightfully 

spunky and keeps the reader laughing at her an-

tics. A sweet story with enough humor to keep 

young readers engaged, Farley's offers a nostal-

gic look at life in a small town.  "This book 

might be targeted for a younger reader but even 

as an adult, it is truly enjoyable!  Young girls 

will especially love this as well as the young-at-

heart!" (M. McQuerry) J/RIV  

Children 

I Can Read Books are continuing to be added 

to our growing collection:  Going To The Fire-

house by Mercer  Mayer  (B/MAY) and Bis-

cuit Wins a Prize by Alyssa Satin Capucilli . 

These books are very popular with beginning 

readers. (B/CAP).   

My Dad by Steve Smallman is a warm and 

funny book for kids who love their dads. B/

SMA 

The Littlest Llama by Jane Buxton is a cute 
little story about a llama that travels to find 
someone to play with. Simple words, simple 
story with a few Spanish words thrown in; in-
cluded is a glossary to help you with those 
Spanish words. It's a fun, interesting and a sur-
prising journey that you'll be glad you went on.   

https://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-reviews/R2RVB7X7JWAMA1/ref=cm_cr_getr_d_rvw_ttl?ie=UTF8&ASIN=034546401X
https://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-reviews/R2RVB7X7JWAMA1/ref=cm_cr_getr_d_rvw_ttl?ie=UTF8&ASIN=034546401X
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2018  Christmas Program! 



1~ Nyachot Deng 

  Nyajouk Deng 

  Scotty Kruschke 

2~ Carol Lydeen 

  Bill Powney 

5~ Drew Bareither 

6~ Krisheena Krause 

  Darrah Lerch 

 8~ Tom Vertrees 

10~ Lindy Von Dohlen 

11~ Courtney Comstock 

Kara Freeman  

13~ Cassondra Lozano 

14~ Tate Kirk 

  Jerry White 

16~ Wanda Doescher 

  Heather Freeman 

  Alyssa Martinez 

  Jan Olsen 

  Jerry Sleater 

17~ Jan Anderson 

18~ Lacee Kadinger 

19~ Cassidy Anderson 

  Christy Sleater 

   Tibetha Tut 

20~ Nancy Sargent 

21~ Tiffany Janikowski 

   Amie Lerch 

22~Charles Wamsley 

23~ Sue Metully 

25~ Jacob McChesney 

26~ Danny Danielson 

27~ Gavin McChesney 

    Christopher Mobley 

    Logan Schwantes  

28~ Jessica Burnett 

29~ Erna Jensen 

31~ Jenny Bass 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://

www.facebook.com/pages/

Kennewick-First-Lutheran-

Church 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
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2018 FIRST LUTHERAN 
COUNCIL MEMBERS  AND 

COMMITTEE ASSIGN-
MENTS  

 

Trudy Lye, Education  

Jon Schliep, President  

Chris Rose, Stewardship 

Sharon Hickman, Worship & 

Music 

John Luebke, Property & 

Maintenance  

Greg McMurphy, Youth Coun-

cil 

Erin Hultgrenn, Hospitality  

Karen Bentrup, Evangelism 

Mark Eberlein, Finance 

 


