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From the Pastor’s Study… 

Beloved in the Lord, this will be my final Messenger article to you. In 

some ways, it feels a bit like Jesus’ farewell discourse in the Gospel of 

John, when he wants so urgently to leave the disciples with all the 

information they will need in the days to come. But I am not Jesus, 

and already God is at work to provide you with a new shepherd as I 

leave.  

So instead, I want to share with you some memories I have of my time 

at KFLC.  

 I remember my first confirmation group—Riley Serier, Sami Parks, 

Rachel Leshikar, Connor Christenson, Cassie Schliep, and David 

Peterson. They had gotten caught up in so many different transi-

tions they were in confirmation close to four years when all was 

said and done. I shouldn’t have confirmed them. I should have 

ordained them.  

  remember Lynne & Vern Jackson’s grandson, Ryker, coming up 

to me on Christmas Eve during the children’s sermon and insist-

ing on giving me a hug and sitting right next to me, even though 

he’d never met me before.  

 I remember standing by Jim Mills and watching as Jim Verhulp 

and others helped put the brass cross on top of the Fellowship 

Hall. It’s still hard for me to believe that both those fine men are 

gone.  

 I remember the time when Issac and I scheduled a “Family Movie 

Night” in the church courtyard on June 23…the 2nd longest day of 

the year. It was close to 11pm before anyone could see the movie.  

 I remember when a Little Treasures student leaned against me 

and said, “I sure love it when you read us stories, Jesus!”  

 I remember what fun I had with hosting the “Mother-Daughter” 

tea party tables at the O Christmas Tea. We had tiaras and pink 

feather boas and even PINK hot chocolate.  

 I remember Council retreats—good food, good friends, good con-

versation. They were always times when I gave thanks to God for 

the leadership he provided our congregation over the years.  

 I remember the day of my installation as pastor when we all trav-

eled around the church and blessed every nook and cranny of this 

place—even the basement.  
 

Continued on next page 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

VBS………………… ...................................3 

Birthdays ...............................................8 

Book Reviews……………………… .............5 

Sunday Servants ....................................6 

July Calendar………….…… .....................7 

KFLC STAFF 

 Lead Pastor:  
Kristen Kuempel 
email: pastorkristen@gmail.com 
phone: 783-6108 ext. 1 

 Child, Youth & Family Ministry Direc-
tor: Erin Husted 

       Email: erin.r.husted@gmail.com 
       Phone: 783-6108 ext.4 
 

 Church Secretary: 
       Melissa Zerb 
       office@kennfirstlutheran.org 
       Phone: 783-6108 ext. 1 
 

 Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
       kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
 Choir Director: Jeff Gilmore 

 Custodians: Al & Marta Cristales 

 Nursery Attendants: Lacey Zerb, 
Breann McMurphy 

 Organist: Susan Eberlein 

 

2017 Executive Committee 

President: Greg McMurphy 
mcmurphygreg@gmail.com 
 
Vice President: Tom Vertrees 
thvertrees@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  Jan Olsen 
jolsen6789@msn.com 

Grow in Faith, Share God’s Love with All! 



  

2 

Continued from previous page 

 

 I remember a time when just after I finished serving the communion assistants I noticed a LARGE 

black fly doing the backstroke in the wine chalice.  I handed the cup to an assistant and said, “Take 

care of this. Quickly.” And she did.  

 I remember years of Lenten soup suppers—Marlys Babbington’s chicken noodle that 2-year-old Sa-

rah thought was the BOMB, and how faithfully Jacquie Sleeth would make the bread for our meals.  

 I remember the time when Mary and I were setting up the sanctuary for the Longest Night service. In 

what I was sure was a fit of incredibly symbolic creativity, I suggested using the baptismal font to 

store candles people would use to light in remembrance of their losses.  Dear, sweet Mary just 

looked at me, and I quickly came to my senses—and we found a different way to store the candles.  

 I remember the Sunday when all the Sunday School kids had been given kazoos, so instead of 

fighting them, we hastily invented “Kazoo Sunday”.  

 I remember being held by a number of you as I wept for people I was going to have to bury.  

 I remember Helen and Rollin Smith, sitting on the pew in the Narthex, welcoming everyone to 

church.  

 I remember being dared to preach a sermon while wearing fairy wings. #challengeaccepted 

 I remember lots of great nights on the deck of the Guest Cottage with the people who are part of the 

Lutherhaven Tribe Week.  

 I remember wrapping Karla Schliep in her quilt, and both of us crying together during the passing of 

the peace.  

 I remember that once or twice my office became the official hangout for the children of Education 

Committee members—the meeting would run long, so I’d bring the kids into my study to play with 

toys, color, and visit.  

 I remember our congregation engaging and grappling with some really significantly difficult issues in 

our time together—and coming through those times and issues changed, but stronger.  

 I remember losing control of “Mystery Box” any number of times, but somehow the kids almost al-

ways took it to a better place than I was steering it to begin with.  

 

I have many other memories—I’m sure we all do. I marvel at what God has done with us as pastor and 

people: we were not part of the plan, you know? I was a pastor that couldn’t find a congregation; you 

were a congregation that couldn’t find a pastor. On paper, we were NOT a good match, but I think we’ve 

proven the paperwork to be wrong in this particular instance.  

 

Whenever I introduce myself to a group in an offi-

cial capacity, I tell them it is my great honor to be 

the pastor at First Lutheran Church. Even in the 

hard times: that never changed. I will always be 

proud to have been your pastor.  

 

In His Grip,  

Pastor Kristen 
Bishop Wells and I blessing 

the interior courtyard as part 

of my installation. To the 

right: Pastor Jaime Cardona 

and Pastor Karen Gardner. 

To the left: a very small Lin-

nea.  

Photo credit: Greg McMurphy 
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"Reading a good book is like taking a journey". (Emma 
Gulliford)   "Just like a book has a story....Every sum-
mer has a story". 

Have a wonderful summer and exciting 4th of July!   

 

***Denotes new books added  

Adults 

 

****Cancer Now What? : Taking Action, 
Finding Hope, and Navigating The 
Journey Ahead  is w ritten by Kenneth 
C. Haugk, a clinical psychologist and pastor; 
he is also the founder and Executive Director 
of Stephen Ministries.  This is a practical 
guide for those with cancer and their loved 
ones.  It will help you to navigate the medical, 
emotional, relational and spiritual challenges 
that cancer brings. Dr. Haugk has firsthand 
knowledge and experience as he supported 
his wife through her fight with cancer. 616/
HAU 

 

****Rocket Men by Craig Nelson is the 
story of the first men on the moon. Two re-
views: "Rocket Men captures not only the his-
torical richness behind the Apollo11 mission, 
but also the breadth, depth and humanity of 
the teams that achieved it." --The Cleveland 
Plain Dealer  

“Inspirational history… momentous… exten-
sively research (with) nail-biting detail....an 
exciting read"---Publishers Weekly  940/NEL 

 

****Beyond Valor by Patrick 
K.0'Donnell. Before O'Donnell wrote this 
book he created the first online oral history 
project for WWII veterans to tell their stories. 
He collected over 650 e-histories of frontline 
experiences and interviews and captured 
them into these pages. The veterans voices, 
remembrances, pain, sacrifices, tributes of 
fallen soldiers and friends are preserved for 
future generations.  4.4/5 stars on Amazon. 
com reviews  940/O'DO 

 

Children and Young Adult Books 

 

****Crinkleroot's Guide To Knowing 
The Trees by Jim  Arnosky is an illus-
trated introduction to trees and woodlands 
with information on how to identify the bark 
and the leaves, the many ways that animals 
use trees, and how to read the individual his-
tory that shapes every tree. The guide invites 
youngsters to chart the growth of trees, exam-
ining their roots, leaves, stems, and seeds, 
and explaining why all trees have individual 
shapes and stories. A mother on Amazon 
wrote that the series was a favorite at their 
house. They are meant for young children, 
ages 4-8.  B/ARN 

 

Erik Brooks' illustrations in Polar Opposites 
are amazing.  Alex is a BIG polar bear.  Zia is 
a tiny penguin.  Alex lives in the Arctic.  Zina 
lives in the Antarctic.  Alex and Zina are polar 
opposites.  They live on opposite sides of the 
world. They are very different in other ways, 
too.   Can polar opposites still be best friends?  
Read it and see! BB/BRO 

 

Hatchet by Gary Paulson is a New berry 
Honor Book that tells the story of Brian 
Robeson and his quest for survival after a 
plane crash in the Canadian wilderness.  Left 
with only the clothes on his back and a hatch-
et his mother gave him as a parting gift, he 
must face that he is alone and he must learn 
to survive. It is an adventure that is gripping 
and will be enjoyed by upper elementary and 
middle school age children.  J/PAU 

JULY 

2017 READERS' LEAVES/THOUGHTS 



  

Acolytes   

2 Emma Hinrichs, Sarah Kuempel  

9  Sydney Janikowski, Alyssa Martinez 

16 Parker, Lydeen, Clayton Glasgow 

23 Jacob Lundberg,  Joshua Lundberg 

30 TBD 

 

Altar Guild 

2 Tammi Payton 

9 Renae Killmer 

16 Donna Smitt 

23 Nora Merk 

30 Marjorie Serier 

 

Lay Assistants 

2 Craig Johnson 

9 Tom Vertrees 

16 Ted Homme 

23 Brady Black 

30 Lynne Jackson 

 

Readers 

2 Jan Anderson 

9 Phoebe Smurthwaite 

16 Joyce McMurphy 

23 Dawn Kirt-Bowen 

30 Carol Hattemer 

 

Sound Techs 

2 TBD 

9 Keith Johnson 

16 Troy Lydeen 

23 Greg McMurphy 

30 Joe Kadinger 

 

 

Tellers 

2 Rod Huber, Trudy Lye 

9 Council member, Trudy Lye 

16 Bill Frier, Trudy Lye 

23 Joyce McMurphy, Jan Olsen 

30 Wayne Miller, Trudy Lye 

 

Ushers  

2 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Randy Nelson, 
John Martell 
 
9 Charlotte Tracy, Renae Killmer, Keith John-
son, Walt Swita 
 
26 Robert, Kevin Anderson, Audrey Blegen, 
Larry Pederson 
 
23 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
 
30 Jon Schliep, Vern Jackson 
Phil & Linda Martell 
 

FLC SUNDAY SERVANTS 

 

July 2017 

 

You are invited to the 

Installation Service   

For Pastor Helga Jansons 

 

 

Sunday August 6th at 4pm, 2017  

By Bishop Martin Wells 

At First Lutheran Church, Pasco 

530 W Bonneville St.  Pasco WA 99301 

 

 

Please RSVP for Dinner at 5:30pm    

Phone (509) 547 4622 or  

Pascofirstlutheran@yahoo.com  

mailto:Pascofirstlutheran@yahoo.com
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2~ Tyler Shaffer 

 Michael Tocco 

5~ Bev Kirk 

7~ Wyatt Nolan 

8~ Bev Comstock 

Nora Merk 

Jim Oldson 

Lori Shimskey 

9~ Gail Engel 

Bob Parks 

10~ JoLene Gilmore 

Erin Hultgrenn 

11~ Clint Frimodt 

12~ Sophia Tocco 

13~ Don Sherwood 

 Patrick Yecha 

14~ Kelley Martinez 

Bob Stein 

16~ Grace Wilbur 

17~ Cassie Schliep 

18~ Joelle Nies 

20~ Shannon Serier 

21~ James Rehwalt 

 

22~ Robert Hauge 

Trudy Lye 

23~ Danny Schwarzwalter 

25~ Vicki Heimbigner 

26~ Autumn Thompson 

27~ Judy Bareither 

 Megan Zimmerman 

28~ Jeff Gilmore 

29~ Derek Zimmerman 

31~ Wynn Meneely 

 

 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


