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The Messenger 
From the Pastor’s Study… 
In 2017 we will celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Refor-

mation. This historical event, started on October 31, 1517 when Martin Lu-

ther posted his 95 Theses on the door of the church in Wittenberg, sparked 

a major change in the way the church and the world interacted with one 

another, and the way the church was perceived by those in secular culture.  

 Conventional wisdom says we experience a reformation in the 

church every 500 years or so. I think conventional wisdom is on to some-

thing.  

As the church today, we are overseeing ministry in a world that is 

vastly different from what we can remember from even 20 years ago. The 

prevalence of technology, the immediate availability of news and infor-

mation, social media, decreased emphasis on the importance of religious 

membership—all of these things work together to create a new and chal-

lenging climate in which the church is being asked to do ministry. In a 

world of tweets, memes, emojis, texts, and video chats, how do we as the 

“holy, catholic and apostolic Church” find ways to be relevant in the lives of 

people today? The message of God in Christ Jesus has not and should not 

change. But perhaps the delivery system will have to.  

The Lutheran church was born into a very similar era of technolog-

ical revolution. With the invention of the printing press, suddenly commu-

nication via the written word became much easier—and it’s one of the main 

reasons that Martin Luther’s Reformation succeed when all the preceding 

attempts at reformation did not. He took advantage of new technology, and 

was able to get his message communicated to a large number of people 

with a great deal of ease and at a very minimal expense.  

Because of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, because we 

recognize that change—big change—is coming, and because we understand 

that we are living in a time and a world made infinitely smaller due to the 

increased capacity of global communication, we have decided that the Faith 

Formation overseen at KFLC in 2016-2017 will revolve around the Refor-

mation and Lutheran history, theology, and doctrine. This means from pre-

school Sunday School through Adult Sunday School, Tuesday Morning 

Book Group, to Wednesday Evening Bible Study we will be taking time to 

learn about where we’ve come from so that we can begin to perhaps under-

stand where we are going.  

Continued on next page 
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Ladies Luncheon 

June 3, 11:30am 

Foodies Brick & Mortar, 
Kennewick  

 

Join a group of us on the 

first Friday of the 

month at a different res-

taurant each month. No 

age limit, no jobs to do, 

no colored hats to wear, 

nothing to study, strict-

ly social and fun. Come 

when you can whatever 

months you can.   

The next lunch will be 

held Friday, June 3rd at 

Foodies Brick and Mor-

ta 308 W Kennewick 

Ave in Kennewick A 

sign up sheet is posted 

on the bulletin board in 

the narthex. Forget to 

sign up? No problem, 

join us anyway! Ques-

tions? Contact Trudy 

Lye @ 

tplye@hotmail.com 

Sometimes when I suggest we take some time to learn about “theology” or 

“doctrine” or “worship history” or “biblical literacy”, people check out because they think 

it’s “too deep” for them, or they aren’t “smart enough” to tackle learning about theology 

and doctrine.  If you are one of those folks, please don’t let the big words stop you from 

jumping in and learning with us. One of the most beautiful reasons for and legacies of 

Luther’s reformation is the foundational belief that conversation about God should be 

conducted in such a way that it is understood by anyone who hears it—so while the 

words used to describe what we’ll be studying might be intimidating, I have confidence 

that every last one of you could participate and gain something from our faith formation 

plan for this year, and I hope you choose to make at least one learning opportunity part 

of this banner year! 

If you are a “church nerd”—you will have the opportunity to learn as much as 

you want about obscure corners of Lutheran theology and doctrine. If you are one of the 

many who wonder what makes a “Lutheran flavored Christian” different from other de-

nominations—you will have the opportunity to find out. If you wonder why we don’t 

practice Believer’s Baptism, if you have wondered  why Luther was so upset at the Catho-

lic Church, if you would simply like to know what Lutherans believe and why: you will 

have the opportunity to do so over the course of the Reformation 500 year.  There will be 

studies on the Large Catechism, the Book of Concord, Reformation History, Lutheran 

Theology, etc. We’ll probably even find ourselves spending some time at Lake Woebe-

gone. We are already working to put exciting and informative educational opportunities 

in place for you to learn more about why we do what we do at KFLC. 

If you have any questions, or any suggestions of things you’d like to know about 

the Reformation and/or Lutheranism, please don’t hesitate to let me know!  

Soli Deo Gloria (to God alone be the Glory),   

~Pastor Kristen  

 

Summer Midweek Worship! 

Our Summer Midweek Worship will begin on 

Wednesday, June 15 at 6:30pm (note the earlier 

time).  

The format for our summer midweek services is ex-

tremely family-friendly, with hands-on activities for people of all ages to 

enjoy together. We will also celebrate Holy Communion each Wednes-

day night.  

 

If you are interested in more information, or are willing to help Pastor 

Kristen organize some of the services: please let her know!  

Continued from previous page 
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HEARTLINKS HOSPICE IS SEEKING VOLUNTEERS in the Tri 
Cities area. Volunteers are a vital part of the services that our hospice 
team provides. Volunteers must be 18 years old, pass a background check 
and have a negative TB test reading. Full training is provided. Our volun-
teers generally spend one to two hours a week with a patient providing 
companionship. Be the difference… Volunteer! Contact Noelle Easton at 
neaston@heartlinkshospice.org or call 509-305-5402. 

God’s Beloved People, 

 

2 NEW NET-WORKERS SOUGHT!  

Application materials available through the Synod 

Office! 

 

The lead for this article is based on a review of the 

Net-Worker concept and a recommitment by the 

Synod Council Executive Committee. With the 

resignation of 2 of our original Net-Workers, the 

Synod Council asked for a review of the idea and 

reconsideration of the position description and ¼-

time commitment.  With enthusiasm a small sub-

committee of the Council determined that we still 

have a very solid idea that supports the ministry of 

synod congregations and that we should proceed 

to call two new Net-Workers for the Central WA 

and Palouse, Prairie, and Panhandle area of central 

and northern Idaho. 

So, if you are a potential candidate, or if you 

know the right person for this position, a job de-

scription and application process and time-line 

will be available later this week from the Synod 

Office (office@ewaidsynod. org).  Please send us 

your letter of interest! 

The heart of this recommitment is the amazing, 

varied, and vital ministry of our congregations, on 

full display once again during the “Synod Shorts” 

portion of the Synod Assembly.  For well over an 

hour the voting  members of the Assembly heard 

from congregation after congregation as Jesus-

inspired ministry was described.  The enthusiasm 

for ministry and the receptiveness of other congre-

gations signaled to me that we are on the right 

track with the Net-Worker position, a position 

designed precisely to cultivate this faithfulness 

and offer encouragement for congregations uncer-

tain of their purpose or focus. 

 

After Trinity Sunday we turn our attention from 

the Christ-Cycle of readings to the season of the 

church’s response, Ordinary Time. There couldn’t 

be a better moment to bring on new Net-Workers 

in support of your congregation’s ministry and so 

we begin to pray now for those persons who will 

apply for and lead this renewed ministry.  Thanks 

be to God! 

 

Bishop Martin Wells 
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Tuesday Morning Book Group 

 

June 14, 2016 at 

10AM 

Our Tuesday Morn-

ing Book Group 

will begin discus-

sion of the book 

“When Breath Be-

comes Air” by Paul 

Kalanithi.  As a 

young neurosurgeon, Dr. Kalanithi is diagnosed with Stage IV lung cancer. 

He chronicles his final days in this deeply moving book, which includes an 

afterward by his widow, Lucy.  Please join us! 

“Paul Kalanithi’s posthumous memoir, When Breath Becomes 

Air, possesses the gravity and wisdom of an ancient Greek tragedy. . . . 

[Kalanithi] delivers his chronicle in austere, beautiful prose. The book 

brims with insightful reflections on mortality that are especially poignant 

coming from a trained physician familiar with what lies ahead. . . . The 

narrative voice is so assured and powerful that you almost expect him to 

survive his own death and carry on describing what happened to his 

friends and family after he is gone.”—The Boston Globe 

 

July 5, 2016 at 10AM 

The Tuesday Morning Book Group will begin 

discussion of “The Shack” by William P. 

Young.  

Mackenzie Allen Phillips's youngest daugh-

ter, Missy, has been abducted during a family 

vacation, and evidence that she may have 

been brutally murdered is found in an aban-

doned shack deep in the Oregon wilderness. 

Four years later, in this midst of his great 

sadness, Mack receives a suspicious note, 

apparently from God, inviting him back to 

that shack for a weekend. Against his better 

judgment he arrives at the shack on wintry afternoon and walks back into 

his darkest nightmare. What he finds there will change his life forever. 

 

VBS  

July 18-22 at Lord Of Life  in 
Kennewick 

 
There will be Day Camp for 
children entering grades 1-6  
and Preschool for younger 
children.  This is a joint pro-
ject of the area ELCA church-
es.  It will be held at Lord of 
Life this year.   Questions /
Want to help talk to Alice Al-
lison  545-5400 aalli-
son2b@charter.net 

 

******* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! The Sunday 

School kids wanted to use 

their offering to help our com-

munity by purchasing items 

for the food cart.  This went 

along with our last lesson on 

Fruits of the Spirit.  

 

We would like to offer our 

deep thanks to the ladies who 

made the quilts for our gradu-

ating Seniors. Last Sunday’s 

Quilt Wrapping was a won-

derful day that the families 

will always remember!  

mailto:aallison2b@charter.net
mailto:aallison2b@charter.net


Retirement  

Celebration   

You are invited to a des-

sert reception in celebra-

tion of Darla Rose’s re-

tirement. Join us Friday 

June 10, 2016  from 7:00 

to 9:00pm in our Fellow-

ship Hall.  Questions? 

Contact Alma Barney @ 

205-7776  

 

 

 

BECOME A PART  

OF OUR CHURCH  

FAMILY   

We will be celebrating 

New Member Sunday on 

June 26! If you or some-

one you know is interest-

ed in becoming a mem-

ber of First Lutheran, or 

just wants more infor-

mation on the member-

ship process, please let 

us know on your worship 

attendance slip!  

 

 

5 

 

 

VBS SNACK HELP NEEDED 

We will be providing the morning snack during VBS Day Camp July 18 -22.  

The snacks have been selected to match with the theme Rooted.  We are 

looking for high school age kids and adults to spend a couple hours during 

the morning to help prepare and serve the snack.  Even helping one day 

would be great!  We will have a food prep night on Wed prior to the evening 

worship, starting at 4:30pm.  Donations would be greatly appreciated.  Some 

of the snacks require fresh fruit and vegetables, and more details will be 

coming in July.  We will also take cash donations to help with fresh items.  If 

you can help, please contact Jill Schwanz (222-9094) or Trudy Lye.  

Donations should be nut free if possible.  Nut-free brands are indicated.  

Drop off in VBS collection bin.  We will need: 

Pre-popped popcorn – Boom Chicka Pop Sea Salt or Smartfood Delight 

Sea Salt 

Pretzel Sticks  – Rold Gold 

Pretzel Rods –  Rold Gold 

Goldfish Crackers, cheddar  – Pepperidge Farm 

Honey Maid Teddy Grahams - Honey 

Snack/Trail Mix Stuff 

Cereal  –  Chex (rice, corn, vanilla), Cheerios, Lucky Charms 

Mini Marshmallows  

Cookies – Nabisco Oreo Mini-sized (golden or chocolate) 

Candy – Haribo gummy bears, Swedish Fish, Skittles 

Annual Summer Reading Program 

Kennewick 1st Lutheran Church  

 

* For Young Children to 8th Grade 

Students 

* Starts June 18 until end of August 

* Books and videos 

* Fun, prizes, discover books in our library 

* More information in the bulletins, the Readers' Leaves 

page in the Messenger and packet in the library in June. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=summer+reading+programs+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=C9A07CE5CA3B87562762D3BD2C71E8C732751D5E&selectedIndex=0&ccid=RG60pIck&simid=608019799313483684&thid=OIP.M446eb4a48724e84bd85165d9b8b24860H0
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God’s work. Our Hands. 

ELCA Nationwide Days of Service 

September 9-11, 2016 
 

 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is September 11, 2016.  This year we will be partnering with Lord of 
Life, Pasco First, and Pasco Lutheran Latino Ministry for combined service projects all around our 
community.   

Our 4 ministries have already been meeting, planning and organizing many different service projects 
for members of all ages and activity levels. These projects will be held on Friday (9/9) and Saturday 
(9/10).      

Some of the projects that have been discussed: 

 2nd Harvest food sort, (Mobile Food Bank is not available this particular Friday) 

 Habitat build (must be 16 and older to participate) 

 Sewing activities at Lord of Life 

 Gleaning 

 Lutheran Community Services (helping to paint and update expanded office space) 

 Luther Senior Center (cleaning & yard work) 

 Lutheran World Relief Layettes 

 Lutheran World Relief School kits 

 Screening for Pasco Lutheran Latino Ministry programs 

 Bread for the World letter writing campaign to help end hunger in the United States. 

 

We will conclude our God’s Work, Our Hands weekend with a joint praise and communion service at 
11:30AM on September 11, and a potluck to follow. We are looking for folks to play in “God’s Work. 
Our Band” to provide music for our service.  

New “God’s Work, Our Hands” t-shirts are available! You do not have to purchase a new shirt if you 
prefer to use the “God’s Work, Our Hands” shirt from previous years.  

Keep an eye on the bulletin, Facebook, and the Messenger for more updates. If you have an idea for a 
service project, talk to Pastor Kristen or Joyce McMurphy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Adults 

The Cellist of Sarajevo is a gr ipping novel by Steven 

Galloway.  In a city ravaged by war, a defiant young musi-

cian decides to play his cello at the site of a mortar attack 

for twenty-two days, in memory of fallen friends and 

neighbors.  Three strangers, each living like fugitives are 

drawn to his music...a bakery worker, a young father and 

finally, a woman--sniper who holds the fate of the cellist in 

her hands.  In following the lives of these four strangers, 

the book explores how war can change one's definition of 

humanity, and how music affects our emotional endurance.  

Los Angeles Times calls it an unforgettable novel.  AF /

GAL  

****Rest Stop:  Devotions for the Road of Life by 

James Klawiter is described as a collection of more than 80 

light-hearted devotions that chauffeurs you through a con-

temporary look at God's love for us through Jesus Christ. 

You'll be encouraged, refreshed, and ready to hit the spir-

itual road anew. 242/KLA 

****The Poems of Jesus Christ are compiled and trans-
lated by Willis Barnstone.  A short background of his life 
and works:  He is an American poet who has four times 
been nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in Poetry, and has 
had four Book of the Month Club selections. He has also 
translated Ancient Greek poets, written memoirs and is 
highly regarded not only as a renowned poet but a  accom-
plished translator.  Barnstone's pioneer biblical work is 
The Restored New Testament from which all the poems 
in The Poems of Jesus Christ are excerpted. 

Review by Judy Robbins: I found The Poems of Jesus 
Christ compelling.  In the inside cover  of the book were 
these words:  "Jesus Christ is the great invisible poet of the 
world.  In this translation from the New Testament, Willis 
Barnstone has wiped away the trappings of prose and re-
vealed the text to be stunning gospel poetry."  I have to 
admit, after reading many selections of Jesus' Words; as it 
was translated and compiled by the author,  I felt I was 
experiencing it anew and in a vivid, lyrical way. I really 
enjoyed it.  All I can say, when I find the time, I am going 
to check out this book myself and read it further!    "Thank 
you, Joy Rasch for donating this book to the library! "  

  

Young Readers 

The Door in the Dragon's Throat by Frank Peretti is 

Book 1 of "The Cooper Adventure Series"  written for 10-

14 year olds. The novel introduces us to Dr . Jake 

Cooper, an archaeologist, and his two children Jay and 

Lila. It is an exciting tale filled with danger and intrigue, 

ending with a clash between the forces of good and evil. 

Parents will even enjoy these books! It shows how faith in 

God can get you through even the hardest of times.  If you 

like this, we also have The Tombs of Anak. J/PER 

Here's Lily by Nancy Rue is a fun, enter taining story 

about growing up, you'll meet an awkward sixth-grader 

named Lily.  After getting a compliment about her looks 

from a woman in the modeling business, Lily becomes 

obsessed with becoming a model.  However, when the 

unthinkable happens the night before a fashion show, Lily 

learns a valuable lesson about real beauty.  Ages 8-12  J /

RUE 

Swanee Ballman has written a story about Alzheimer's 

Disease entitled The Stranger I Call Grandma.  It is a dis-

ease that is extremely difficult for anyone to understand, 

especially children. This book explains to children some of 

the symptoms of the disease in a story form.  It walks them 

through the heartaches of loving with an Alzheimer's pa-

tient and shows them that their feelings are normal.  Read-

ing level: Grade 3, Interest level:  ages 7-12  B/BAL 

Children 
 
****That's What Friends Are For  by Julia Hubery is a 
reassuring tale of friendship for all brave little heroes.  
Lovely illustrations Pre-K-1: Interest Level, Reading 
Lev.2 B/HUB 
 
****How to Hug by Maryann MacDonald.  Hugs can 
be tricky!  But you can learn how.  Cute book on moods 
and feeling. B/Mac 
 
**** Very Special Friends is a sweet story with great 
illustrations by award winning illustrator Jane Chapman. 
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This is the month that is widely anticipated for celebrating Fa-

ther's Day, looking forward to the good weather, school getting 

out, summer activities,  vacations, gardening and family time.  

Hopefully, your children will join us for our BEAT THE 

HEAT, READ ! Summer Reading Program.  Our star ting 

date is June 12th.  Pick up an information packet in the library 

in June.  Have a great summer! (****Newly acquired books) 

JUNE 

2016 READERS' LEAVES  



  

Acolytes   

5 Kate Gemmell, Linnea Kuempel 

12 LeAnne & Lizzy Wamsley 

19 Kate Gemmell, TBD 

26 Zoe Sleater, Kaylee Comstock 

 

Altar Guild 

5 Erin Hultgrenn 

12 Mary Anderson 

19 Tricia Smurthwaite 

26 Donna Smitt 

 

Communion Assistants  

5 Nora Merk, Karen Bentrup 

12 Doris Porter 

19 Joyce McMurphy 

26 Jerry Johnson 

 

Lay Assistants 

5 Doug Bolstad 

12 Tom Vertrees 

19 Matthew Kuempel 

26 Jan Anderson 

 

Readers 

5 Ron Lerch 

12 Dawn Kirt-Bowen 

19 Lindy Von Dohlen 

26 Lindy Von Dohlen 

 

Sound Techs 

5  Troy Lydeen 

12 Scott Comstock  

19  Greg McMurphy  

26  Joe Kadinger 

 

Tellers 

5 Bob Stein, Susan Eberlein 

12 Council member, Susan Eberlein 

19 Ron Lerch, Susan Eberlein 

26 Joyce McMurphy, Susan Eberlein 

 

 

 

 

Ushers  

5  Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Sara Foraker, 

Dick/Sharon Shire 

12 Gary& Donna Smitt, Renae Christianson, 

Elaine Jones 

 

19 Robert, Kevin, Allen Anderson, Bob Stein 

26 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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2016 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Executive Committee 

President: Rick Shimskey 

rickandlorishimskey@msn.com 

Vice President: Susan Eberlein 

sjeberlein@charter.net 

Secretary:  Lynne Jackson  
ljackson9094@charter.net 
 
Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

Council Members 

Jon Schliep, Worship & Music 

Amy Westerfield, Youth Council 

Judy Bareither, Evangelism 

Joe Kadinger, Property  

Tom Vertrees, Hospitality  

Trudy Lye, Education 

 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

1~ Ed Reinking 

4~ Kerry Koelzer 

6~ Gail Blegen-Frost 

9~ Carol Hattemer 

10~ Don Doescher 

 Elliot Rammelsberg 

 John Selland 

11~ Alma Barney 

 Connor Christianson 

 Kathleen Hepworth 

15~ Liliana Frier 

17~ Kathy Eby 

 Daniel Hanchette 

18~ Carrie Antonovich 

19~ Alice Davis 

 Evan Tharp 

20~ Wendy Comstock 

 Jim Deines 

21~ Karen Bentrup 

22~ Vickie Bergum 

 Sandra Chenault 

 Kate Gemmell 

 Emma Hinrichs 

 Craig Johnson 

 Joe Kadinger 

 Hannah Selland 

 Kelsey Serier 

25~ Bill Cochenour 

 Cheryl Sherwood 

 Holly Willms 

 

 

27~ Virginia Christianson 

 Ruthann Jensen 

 Jason Lundberg 

28~ Phoebe Smurthwaite 

30~ Harrison Hultgrenn 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


