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From the Pastor’s Study… 

 
“Oh, Pastor! You must be so busy—I’m sure things will slow down after 
Christmas/Lent/Holy Week/Easter/school is out/etc.” 

I hear this a lot. I say this a lot. I’ve heard it and said it since I first came to 
be your pastor in 2009.  It always feels like I want it to be true—that there is 
some point, just tantalizingly out of reach, where things will slow down. But 
it never does.  

I could get disgruntled about this (full disclosure: sometimes I do).  But 
here’s the thing: this joint is ALWAYS hopping! We’ve always got something 
we’re working toward, something we’re planning, something we’re recruit-
ing for, something we’re imagining, something we’re dreaming about, some-
thing we want to have happen.  We’re becoming a congregation that is will-
ing to try new things, to think outside of the box, to engage the world in dif-
ferent ways than we have in our past. We’ve got kids that want to help lead 
us in worship, we’ve got adults that want to learn more about theology, and 
we’ve got people of all ages who want to help the needy in our community. 
We’re planning art shows, worship leader training, trips as far away as Hou-
ston for the Nation Youth Gathering and as close as Lake Coeur d’Alene for 
our Lutherhaven Tribe Week. We’re even planning on spending an after-
noon among the stars when we return for an afternoon at the Bechtel Na-
tional Planetarium!  We had multiple people offer to serve our congregation 
as voting members at the upcoming Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod As-
sembly! And, because we are the Body of Christ and His representatives in 
the world, we also do his work in caring for the Body of Christ through wor-
ship, funerals, baptisms, and the Lord’s Supper.  
 
This is, flat-out, an incredible blessing!  
 
What is changing, however, is how people engage with the church. This 
Easter Sunday we had 354 people in attendance. This isn’t a remarkable 
number in and of itself—it’s right around the high side of normal. What IS 
remarkable about this number is that I knew practically all of the folks there 
that morning—because they all worship at KFLC in what is swiftly becoming 
known as “regularly”.  What a regular attendee looks like has changed in the 
last 15 years—it used to be if someone attended 3 out of 4 Sundays: they at-
tended regularly.  Now we count them as regular if they attend 1 out of about 
6. Of the 354 people? We had TWO cookie deliveries to visitors. Everyone 
else was either a member, or a guest who has been worshipping with us so 
regularly they are familiar to us.  These statistics have held true for Christ-
mas Eve worship services as well (though Christmas Eve numbers are slight-
ly skewed due to family travel). 
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This speaks to the reality that is facing viable churches in our day and age. People don’t “need” church anymore. 

Even on the high holy days of Christmas and Easter, people don’t feel like they “should” be in church. Christmas 

and Easter used to be the time when people would come and check out congregations they might be interested 

in attending and joining. It doesn’t seem that way anymore.  

 

I have challenged KFLC leadership to take some time to reflect on what these changes for us mean, and I invite 

you to do the same. But here are a few things I’ve come up with:  

 We have close to 400 people in our congregation who can be considered regularly active. This is a good 

thing 

 Reduced regular attendance has negative impacts on the two “gold standards” of measuring church vitality: 

Average Weekly Worship Attendance (AWWA) and giving.  This is a challenging thing, as we seek other 

metrics to  use in conjunction with AWWA/giving to measure our congregational vitality.  

 We have a number of families with young children who are active in the life and ministry of KFLC. This is a 

good thing, because where there are kids: there is life! This is a challenging thing, because 

parents today are looking for different things from their congregation than parents were a 

generation ago. Today’s parents want their kids to have hands on experiences, to be able to 

participate, and to be made welcome. The challenge comes in balancing the worship needs of 

families and the needs of more established members—both communities are deeply valued, 

but their needs can be radically different.  

 Reduced regular attendance strains our volunteer base. This is a challenging thing, as we don’t have the 

budget to hire everything out, but we also don’t have the volunteer base to help take on some 

of the load. This causes us to really lean hard on our solid volunteers, which in turn burns 

them out, which makes the situation all the more challenging.  

 The ways people connect to a congregation are shifting. Congregations today must make the shift from be-

ing “welcoming” to being “inviting”. This is a challenge, because we have being welcoming in the 

bag. It’s our jam. We eat, breathe, and sleep being welcoming. But it’s no longer enough, as 

our big worship day attendances show. We aren’t reaching new people as consistently as we 

once did—when a warm welcome was enough. Now we need to be more proactive. When was 

the last time you invited a friend to church?  

 

I know that many of us place a high value on the changelessness of church. In a world that is chaotic by anyone’s 

yardstick, there’s something deeply comforting about coming into this building, and worshipping with the same 

people we’ve worshiped with for decades. But there’s a different word for that—stagnation. And life cannot hap-

pen in stagnant waters. It suffocates.  

Our challenge as a congregation is to recognize that change isn’t terrible. That change is life, and that 

life is good. Our challenge is to hold fast to that which makes us the warm and welcoming group of people that 

we are, while being willing to let go of that which is no longer serving the purpose of our ministry—to grow in 

faith, and share God’s love with all. Our challenge as a congregation is to not “take our toys and go home” unless 

we get our way, but to recognize that the Spirit is moving at First Lutheran, in ways that were unforeseen even 

just a few short years ago.  

 

Take some time at coffee to chat with one another about this—I know leadership would like to hear your 

thoughts! 

 

~Pastor Kristen 
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May 12-13 

 

The annual church yard 
sale, used to raise money 
for youth camperships at 
Lutherhaven, is May 12-
13. We are now accepting 
small item donations.  
Please bring clothes to 
room 2; all other items 
may be placed on the 
stage.  Please bring larger 
items between May 7th 
and May 11th as we have 
little room to store them. 
Campers, their families 
and all interested will 
start sorting after church 
May 7 with a pizza lunch. 
Adult sorters/pricers will 
have a lunch provided on 
Wed May 10. As always 
we appreciate your dona-
tions and your help. 
Youth are expected to vol-
unteer in order to receive 
the scholarship for camp.  
Thank you for your sup-
port! 

******* 

Annual meeting for Luther 
Senior Center and Luther Sen-
ior Center-East, Tuesday, May 
16, 2017 at Bethany Hall 625 
Berkshire Place in Richland. 

 
Dinner is served at 6:00pm, 

followed by the Business meet-
ing at 7:00pm.  

 
Reservations for dinner are 

required by May 12. Call Gary 
Weible @627-8304 or email: 

gaweible@frontier.com 
 

From the Bishop 
 
God’s Beloved People, 
 
 
Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen 
Indeed! 
 
With those words shouted into a 
darkened sanctuary, Pr. Eric Dull 
and Pr. Kate LePard led us into 
the final part of the great Easter 
Vigil and the joy of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus.  What a wonderful 
night we had at St Mark, Spo-
kane! 
 
The vigil service has inspired me 
since the first time I witnessed a 
New Fire in a parking lot above 
downtown Tacoma at St Leo’s 
parish.  Soon we were engrossed 
in the great stories of the faith 
enacted by small family groups 
and I experienced the dawning 
realization that my life is bound 
up in these stories, carried.  It 
happened again this year and I 
realized that to live in these sto-
ries is to be held in faith and car-
ried by this narrative vessel to-
ward resurrection as a way of life, 
a sure path, a deep comfort, a 
kind of “home” made of words 
that bear me in trust.  
 
I pray your Easter was equally 
moving and I join you in giving 
thanks for musicians, custodians, 
ushers, readers, flower-bearers, 
and pastors who made our Easter 
worship so rich.  I am borne 
again by the Word within the 
words of our worship!  
 
And now we turn forward to Syn-
od Assembly where we face the 
end of a 9-month call process and 
the beginning of a new season of 
leadership for the synod.  If you 
aren’t already praying for our 
process, please join me now in 
giving thanks that God has raised 
up nominees for various leader- 

 
 
ship positions including that of 
bishop of the synod.  I can tell 
you that this call process for bish-
op presses faith to new depths for 
the candidates, and so I ask you 
to pray for Matthew Erickson, 
Peg Harvey-Marose, David Kap-
pus, Kristen Kuempel, Paul Pa-
lumbo, Mike Sager, and Shelley 
Bryan Wee.  Their biographical 
information and introductory 
videos can be viewed on the syn-
od website at 
www.ewaidsynod.org.  This is the 
same place where all your pre-
assembly materials are waiting 
for your download.  
As with every call process we’re 
looking for more than a hireling.  
We’re looking for a trustworthy 
shepherd who can offer wisdom, 
preach with power and convic-
tion, name a thing, or issue or sit-
uation for what it is, and inspire 
confidence that the Lord of the 
Church is with us in the mission 
of the Holy Spirit.   
 
We pray:  Almighty God, you 
have given your Holy Spirit 
to the church to lead us into 
all truth. Bless with the 
Spirit’s grace and presence 
the people of the Eastern 
Washington and Idaho syn-
od as we prepare to elect a 
bishop. Keep us steadfast in 
faith and united in love, that 
we may manifest your glory 
and prepare for the way of 
your kingdom; through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 
  
Bp Martin Wells 
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Ladies Lunch 

11:30 May 5 

Fiesta, 8524 W. Gage 
Blvd.  

(across for Costco)  

in Kennewick! 

 

Join a group of us on 

the first Friday of the 

month at a different 

restaurant each 

month. No age limit, 

no jobs to do, no col-

ored hats to wear, 

nothing to study, 

strictly social and fun. 

Come when you can 

whatever months you 

can.   

 

A sign up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. 
Forget to sign up? No 
problem, join us any-
way! Questions? Con-

tact Trudy Lye@ 
tplye@hotmail.com 

 

We are looking for people who are willing to bake com-

munion bread for our Sunday services! We provide the 

recipe and the ingredients; you provide the time and the 

bread! If you are interested in helping out with this ministry, 

please talk to Pastor Kristen! 

 All church picnic! 

Everyone is invited! Join us Sunday, May 21, following 

the second service for an afternoon of great food and 

fellowship! Fried chicken will be provided, please bring 

the following to the potluck: 

A-H: side dish, salad  I-P: main dish   Q-Z: desserts   

Due to members with life threatening peanut allergies, please 

refrain from bringing items containing them. If you must bring 

peanut or nut items, please label accordingly.  Thank you! 



VBX  

 

 

MP-3 Players 

Did you know? We have MP-
3 players in the church office 
available for check-out! Each 
player has the current Sun-
day service recorded on 
them. (If you want a record-
ing of a past Sunday service, 
contact Dewey Robbins.) 
There are several MP-3 play-
ers that have not been re-
turned to the church office. If 
you have one, please return 
or contact Dewey and he will 
pick it up.   

 

**** 

Sound operators needed!  

Hello church family, we have 
been asking for sound operator 
volunteers for some time now 
and things have finally come to 
an impasse.  We simply cannot 
continue to support two ser-
vices with the number of vol-
unteer sound operators we 
currently have.  If any among 
the congregation have had a 
tug at the heart in this direc-
tion, now is the time to speak 
up. Summer schedule is coming 
soon and training opportunities 
will be easy to arrange.  Please 
contact the church office if you 
can help! 

**** 

 

Lutherhaven Family Camp 
July 14-16 

 A great family vacation 
weekend on the lake! 

 Bring your boat or jet ski 
to use from Lutherhaven's 
waterfront. 

 Invite your family, friends 
& neighbors and leave the 
rest to us! 

More information is on their 
website: lutherhaven.com 
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From the Bereavement Committee: 

 

Thank you Vonnie Braun for all the hours and service you have provided our 
congregation over the past years. Your retirement is well deserved and I hope 
you are home and healing quickly! 

 

Our bereavement committee is now a group of ONE, me. Since we no longer 
have a diakonia list of volunteers to call in time of need, I am requesting your 
volunteer participation.   We have, unfortunately, had quite a few funerals here 
at 1st Lutheran these past few months and are in need of: 

  

1. Volunteers to help with set up and clean up (especially clean up.)   

2. COOKIES for our freezer stash. If you are a cookie baker (or cookie buyer!) 
please consider making an extra batch (or an extra purchase) and bring them to 
the church office labeled BEREAVEMENT as soon as possible.   

 

Please email  or call with your name and phone number if you would be so kind 
as to help out occasionally.  I will contact you when the need arises. 

 

Thank you so much, 

 

Kathy Homme 

509-521-2919 

kathleenhomme@gmail.com 

 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

We will begin our summer worship schedule on May 28th! We will 

shift to a single service on Sundays at 9:30. This schedule will con-

tinue through God's Work, Our Hands Sunday (September 10th).  

 

We will not be holding summer midweek services this year, due to 

low attendance in previous years. If you have any questions about 

our summer schedule: please talk to a member of the Worship & 

Music Team (Pastor Kristen, Susan Eberlein, Jeff Gilmore, or Sha-

ron Hickman).  

 

Happy Summer! 

mailto:kathleenhomme@gmail.com
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Our Library is no joke!  “NOT!”  Spring is always 

uplifting.  For that reason we want to share some books 

that are humorous, inspirational, interesting and fun. 

During the summer months, we will included a desig-

nated humor section.  "From there to here and here to 

there, funny things are everywhere." (Dr. Seuss) Have a 

great month!  

 

**** Indicates new books added to the library.  

Adult 

“When All Else Fails, Lower Your Standards” is a 

chapter from Dan Miller’s book……Living, Laugh-

ing and Loving Life.  Other  chapters are:  “If 

Your Parents Didn’t Have Children, Chances Are You 

Won’t Either” and  “I’m Their Leader – Which Way 

Did They Go?”  This gives you a preview of his upbeat 

approach to life: take some risks, have more fun, cele-

brate often, like yourself and follow your dreams.  In 

spite of contracting polio at the age of 18 with severe 

paralysis, Miller offers you a whole new perspective 

for overcoming adversity.248/MIL 

****A Prairie Home Companion Pretty Good Joke 

Book  resulted from   four  years of Garrison 

Keillors' annual April Radio Joke Show. The book 

gathered the best of the best about Professionals 

( lawyers, engineers, etc), IRS, regional topics,( i.e., 

Minnesota, Iowa, etc.), insults, knock, knocks , people, 

sporting jokes and many, more topics.   Read this 

book....  Charlie Chapin said, "A day  without humor is 

a day wasted".  818/PRA 

****The Wit of Martin Luther by Eric W . 

Gritsch gives a glimpse of a different side in Luther's' 

writings.  Gritsch finds in Luther's humor,  a key to his 

whole life and thought. It also reflects Luther's appre-

ciation of human frailty and the unknowability of 

things divine. (thoughts from back cover)290/GRI 

Children 

Click, Clack, Peep is a funny, cute, entertaining 

story by Doreen Cronin that your preschooler will 

love.  It involves a baby duck that can't sleep which 

effects everyone on the farm. Wonderful illustrations! 

B/CRO 

Young Adults 

Don’t Mess with Moses by Marty Nystrom  is a 

collection of poems that are fun to read and the illus-

trations add to the enjoyment.  Both the young and 

old alike will enjoy the scripture references and the 

humor that will pique your interest to further read the 

Bible stories. Following is an example you will find in 

the book:     “Confession”     Genesis 37:28      

Joe’s big brothers did a terrible thing,            A dirty 

deed that I would NEVER do      OK, I will be honest,   

 All right, I will admit,          I’d like to sell my little 

brother, too!    YA/811/NYS 

Anastasia At This Address by Lois Lowry is about 

a popular character/series about a headstrong, in-

ventive thirteen year old. She answers a personal ad, 

and by stretching the truth finds herself in quite a pre-

dicament toward the end of the book.  In a light heart-

ed way, she eventually learns the consequences of her 

actions.  This would be a perfect book to lead into a 

discussion of the dangers of misinformation and too 

much personal information on the internet and other 

communicative tools. YAF/LOW 

Another featured book and one example:  The Funni-

est Excuse Book Ever by Maureen K ushner :  

"Why  aren't you eating the school lunch?"   " I 

thought this was leftovers from chemistry class."  

YAF/KUS  

 

MAY 

2017 READERS' LEAVES  



  

Acolytes  (10:30) 

7 Jacob, Joshua Lundberg 

14 Alyssa Martinez, Emerson Hanchette 

21 Kaylee Comstock, Rebecca Kadinger  

28 Emma Hinrichs, Emerson Hanchette (9:30) 

 

Altar Guild 

7 Renae Killmer 

14 Jan Olsen 

21  Erin Hultgrenn 

28 Doris Porter 

 

Children’s Church 

7 Amy Westerfield 

14 Jill Schwanz 

21 TBD  

 

Communion Assistants (8:00) 

7 Nora Merk  

14 Doris Porter 

21 Doris Porter 

28 TBD 

 

Communion Assistants (10:30) 

7 Jerry Johnson, Sharon Hickman  

14 Vern Jackson, Lindy Von Dohlen 

21 Dawn Kirt-Bowen, Lorri Ledgerwood 

28 TBD 

 

Lay Assistants 

7 Barbara Mannion, Matthew Kuempel 

14 Brady Black, Doug Bolstad 

21 Tom Vertrees, Tom Vertrees 

28 Ted Homme 

 

Readers 

7 Brady Black, Amber Hanchette 

14 Phoebe Smurthwaite, Christy Sleater 

21 Joyce McMurphy, Ron Lerch 

28  TBD 

 

 

 

Tellers 

7  Karen Recher, Jan Olsen 

 

Ushers (10:30) 

7 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Randy Nelson, 

John Martell 

14 Charlotte Tracy, Renae Killmer,  Keith Johnson, 

Donna Smitt 

 

21 Robert, Kevin Anderson, Audrey Blegen,  

Glen Allison 

28 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


