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The Messenger 

From the Pastor’s Study… 

 

What a strange year it’s been! 

As I write this, we are still a month out from the election. I don’t know 

what awaits us on the other side. But I know what we’re slogging 

through now—one of the craziest presidential campaigns in recent 

memory, Hurricane Matthew that has resulted in the death of hun-

dreds (possibly a thousand) people, wars that are older than our chil-

dren, uncertainty over the future direction of the church, and as if that 

wasn’t all enough…CLOWNS?! Just what we needed.  

 

Times such as these aren’t as uncommon as pundits, commentators, 

and your Facebook friends would like you to believe. People were liv-

ing through times of anxiety and uncertainty pretty much since Adam 

and Eve ate the apple. Every day is the End of Days, because in Christ 

Jesus, God has come and done battle with the powers of sin, death, 

and the devil.  And in the face of days like this, God tells us over and 

over again, in Testaments Old and New: Fear not! Don’t be afraid! 

 

The world tells us to be afraid. Our God tells us to fear not.  

It is easy to be fearless people of faith when things are going smoothly. 

When life progresses from one day to the next, without upset or inci-

dent. In times like this, when all the world seems to have lost its mind, 

it is more difficult—but it is more critical than ever. Be bold! Be 

strong! For God is with us! The God of Jacob is our stronghold! What 

do we have to fear?  

 

Nothing.  

If God is for us, who can be against us?  

No one.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Now, on a slightly different note, I want to speak about the Presiden-

tial election.  

 

This has been an ugly election by anyone’s yardstick. When you read 

this, we might be creeping up toward Election Day, or it may be in the 

past. You might be apprehensive, you might be jubilant, you might be 

despondent.   Or, maybe you’re not letting this impact you much at 

all—in which case: good for you!  
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Here is what I want to leave you with: take care of yourself. Turn off the televi-

sion. Walk away from Facebook, Twitter, FoxNews, MSNBC, CNN, NPR.  Sit 

down. Read a good book. Play a board game with your grandchild. Go for a 

walk. Share a bottle of wine with your spouse. Write a for real letter to some-

one you haven’t talked to in a while. Take a nap. Eat a cookie. Do SOME-

THING that makes you feel, even for just a moment, how much you are 

loved—and how God has created all this FOR YOU. Because he delights in you, 

loves to see your eyes light up with joy, and wants nothing more than for you 

to rest in his love and in his peace. Because all that we have, all that we are, all 

that we hope to be are held in the hands of one who has been pierced for our 

sake. One who has already done battle the foes that stand to do us the most 

harm, and won. One who reminds us over, and over, and over again (365 

times, if Pinterest is to be believed): do not be afraid.  

 

In His Grip,  

Pastor Kristen 

Continued from previous page... 

Operation Christmas Child is 

in full swing! Please pick up a 

brochure which explains  how 

to pack your box(es), which 

are due back to the church on 

November 13!  We have plen-

ty of boxes you can use, if you 

don’t have one of your own. 

(If you are using your own, be 

sure to use SHOE boxes, not 

boot boxes!) Please include 

$7.00 for shipping.  

Each gift-filled shoebox is a 

powerful tool for evangelism 

and discipleship! Have fun 

finding items to include in 

your shoebox. Pray for the 

recipient of your gifts.  

Last year, as a congregation, 

we sent 65 shoe boxes off! 

How many can we send this 

year?  For more information, 

contact Karen Recher (582-

8784) or Sharon Hickman 

(851-4824) or visit 

www.SamaritansPurse.org.  

 

This project is sponsored by 

the KFLC Evangelism Com-

mittee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Evangelism committee would like to wish everyone a 
very Happy Thanksgiving!  The holidays can be a joyous 
time, but for those who are far from family and friends: it can 
be a lonely time. The Evangelism Committee would like to 
encourage everyone to open their hearts and homes, to 
reach out to those who may be alone, new in the area or 
away from family this holiday season. If you have extra 
space around your table, consider inviting someone from the 
congregation—what a blessed way to share God’s love with 
all!    
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From the Bishop 
 
God’s beloved People, 
 
On October 31st we’ll observe the 499th Anniversary of our Reformation her-

itage.   On that day an historic worship service in Lund, Sweden, will open a 

year of commemoration with the participation of Pope Francis, LWF President 

Bishop Dr Munib A. Younan and LWF General Secretary Rev. Dr Martin 

Junge.  The service will be livestreamed at www.lutheranworld.org/content/

joint-commemoration-livestream.org.  With this service we’ll begin an historic 

500th year commemoration of the Reformation.  

Many, many resources will be available to guide congregations during this 

year but none seem more important than the five “ecumenical imperatives” 

adopted as part of the document “From Conflict to Communion.”  Here they 

are:  

 Catholics and Lutherans should always begin from the perspective of uni-

ty and not from the point of view of division in order to strengthen what is 

held in common even though differences are more easily seen and experi-

enced.  

 Lutherans and Catholics must let themselves continuously be trans-

formed by the encounter with the other  and by the mutual witness of 

faith.  

 Catholics and Lutherans should again commit themselves to seek visible 

unity, to elaborate together what this means in concrete steps, and to 

strive repeatedly toward this goal.  

 Lutherans and Catholics should jointly rediscover the power of the gospel 

for our time.  

 Catholics and Lutherans should witness together to the mercy of God in 

proclamation and service to the world.  

Of these beautiful affirmations I am drawn in particular to the fourth impera-

tive, that we “… should jointly rediscover the power of the gospel for our 

time.”  Imagine Lutherans and Catholics in conversation together, reaffirming 

the power of gospel in our lives and straining toward a rearticulation that 

bears fruit for others in our day.  We know people still struggle with meaning-

lessness, with ultimate confusion, with fear and profound despair.  We know 

their spiritual struggle lies just behind their need for the basics of physical 

life and so those needs must be attended through “service to the 

world.” (Imperative Five).  But what is the new language of ultimate hope? Lu-

therans and Catholics in the Spokane area will soon 

receive an invitation into conversation together.  I 

hope this invitation might be extended from the other 

Dioceses that share our territory.  Will you accept this 

invitation and begin the holy work of framing gospel 

for our day? 

 
Bp Martin Wells  

 
Ladies Luncheon 

11:30am Friday,  

November 4th  

The Olive Garden in 

Kennewick 
 

Join a group of us on the first 

Friday of the month at 11:30 

am at a different restaurant 

each month. No age limit, no 

jobs to do, no colored hats to 

wear, nothing to study, strict-

ly social and fun. Come when 

you can whatever months you 

can.  A sign up sheet is posted 

on the bulletin board in the 

narthex. Forget to sign up? No 

problem, join us anyway! 

* * * 

Advent Calendars  

featuring ELCA Good 

Gifts will be available 

in the Narthex.  One 

per family, please! 

Take one, even if you 

don’t have children! 

* * * 

Thanks for the sup-

port you have given 

to the Latino Minis-

try.  We will have 

snack duty in Decem-

ber again.  Talk to 

Alice any time you 

want to know more.   

* * * 

Fair Trade items will 

be available Nov. 20, 

December 4,11 and 

possibly December 

18.  If you would like 

to be a part of this 

team please talk to 

Alice 







Daylight Saving 

Time ends! Turn 

your clocks back one 

hour Sunday, No-

vember 6! 

Looking Ahead…. 

November 6: All 

Saints’ Sunday  

December 4: Ad-

vent Party  

December 9: Pan-

Lutheran Advent 

Choir Concert at 

LOL 

December 11: 

O’Christmas Tea 

December 18:  

10:30am Children’s 

Christmas Program 

7pm Longest Night 

Service  

December 24: 

Christmas Eve Ser-

vices at 5:30 

(Family Service) & 

7:30 (Traditional) 
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EASTERN WASHINGTON/IDAHO ELCA WOMEN’S SYNODICAL 

GATHERING 

Many Lutheran gals came together to celebrate the theme, “United at the Table”, 

which was emphasized in each of the activities at Lord of Life Lutheran church, 

our hosts for October 7 & 8 gathering.   

 

Pr. Jill Ross of Faith Lutheran, Toppenish (also serving as vicar of St. Matthew Epis-

copal of Prosser), gave a moving and humorous talk on “Bridging the Gap”, 

about modern communication in today’s world.   Pr. Ross also served commun-

ion during our weekend, and led two bible studies.  Nearly all of the fun activities 

were labeled ‘something at the table’ and our many projects/crafts etc. occurred 

at a table. There were many topics to choose from:  craft projects, enjoying eth-

nic food, making krumkaka, or meditating on a bible study.  We had time for 

music and used handmade African instruments to accompany our singing.  We 

were entertained by the Lord of Life Bells and their special choir.  A group of 

young dancers performed a Christian inspired modern dance. 

 

Those young people were marvelous.  The attendees had scheduled breaks to take in 

the silent auction, prop up their feet, or sit in a quiet corner and meditate, or 

visit with a new friend.  This Gathering/Conference was a wonderful experience 

and I would encourage you to sign up for the next one coming in the spring.  

Watch the Messenger for this future event and plan to get a carload of gals to 

come along.  You’ll be glad you did. 

 

Alice Allison asked me to sit on the board as a voting member representing 

Kennewick First.  The board had three important decisions to make.  #1 approve 

the 2016-2017 budget (passed)  #2 Vote to reduce the board to four elected offic-

ers and five elected members (passed) and #3 to change the timing and arrange-

ments for meeting sites for Synodical meetings.  (a cost cutting move. passed) 

 

We will see new and exciting changes and adjustments coming up soon. 

 

A quick overview of the synod’s outreach ministries: 

 

 Skills Development Mission Inc.  –A physical offering of school supplies and non 

perishable food stuffs. 

 Monetary Offering – Half will be donated to the Pasco Latino Ministry;  Half to 

church wide Women of the ELCA 

 Silent Auction Proceeds—Donated to the Women in Ministry Scholarships Pro-

gram 

 Tumaini Girls School Scholarships- Our donation of $8000 per year is a line 

item in our budget and you may donate to this fund at any time.  Tumaini School 

is in our sister synod in Tanzania. 

 

Submitted by Judy Borsheim 
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**** indicates recently acquired books  

****Modoc by Ralph Helfer is a story of a boy and an elephant born on 
the same day whose lives spans seven decades and three continents.  
They were raised together in a small German circus town and their tale 
is one of amazing  adventures,  loyalty, and  friendship. It is a book that can't be put down and 
everyone we've known who has read it... has loved it! Amazon book reviewers rate it 4.5/5 AF/
HEL 
 
Ann B. Ross writes fast paced books centered on a southern wealthy widow. We have two books 
on our shelf that many have enjoyed :Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind and  Miss Julia Takes Over. 
Her stories are filled with crazy characters and a lot of humor. Our third and newest book from 
the author is **** Miss Julia Stirs Up Trouble. Along with finding Miss Julia getting herself 
mixed up in an undercover police operation, you will find dozens of recipes from her town's best 
cooks.  AF/ROS 
 
**** I'll Be Seeing You by Susan Hays & Loretta Nyhan is a story of two women and their corre-
spondence with one another in the 1940's.  They have nothing in common except one powerful 
bond: the men they love are fighting in a war a world away from home. Pam Jenoff,  a bestsel-
ling author writes, "Vivid and well-crafted, I'll Be Seeing You poignantly illustrates the hopes 
and struggles of life on the home front.  Readers will laugh, cry and be inspired by the timeless 
story of friendship and courage. AF/HAY 
 
****  In the Land of Blue Burqas was recommended by Jan Anderson.  It was written by Kate 
McCord, which is a protective pseudonym. To protect herself and the men and women she 
talked with, the names in the book have been changed. A reviewer on Amazon.com commented: 
"Having read a number of books about this part of the world and Islam, I found that this book 
really captures the thinking and worldview of the people. Many books focus on what people be-
lieve academically, but this author focuses on what people believe on a heart level.  I found my 
own faith encouraged and stretched as I saw God's kingdom worked out in a culture much dif-
ferent than my own. I would highly recommend this book!"  278 readers rated  it 4.8/5 stars. 
 
Recommendations of  a Favorite book by KFL Readers:  Karen Martell:  Woman After God's 

Own Heart by Elizabeth George    Check It Out!!!!! 
 

This month is a time to reflect on the moments that cause 

us to be thankful. Some favorite quotes:   

"Thanksgiving is a circle of memories."        

"In everyone's life, at some time, our inner fire goes out. It is then 

burst into flame by an encounter with another human being. We 

should all be thankful for those people who rekindle the inner spirit."    

~Albert Schweitzer  

November 2016 Readers’ Leaves    



 

 

The Evangelism 
Committee 
would again like 
to honor our Vet-
erans on Sunday 
November 13.  
We are looking 
for the names of 
everyone who 
has served in the military.  If you or a family member 
have served or are currently serving in the military 
Please forward your information to Joyce McMurphy 
@ jcmrnb@gmail.com.  If you have previously given 
your information you need not send it again unless 
there are changes from last year.   

 

If your family member is on our prayer list for those 
serving in the military, please contact Joyce McMur-
phy.   

Acolytes (8:00) 

6 Megan, Jacky Koelzer 

13 Brady Black 

20 Noah Smurthwaite 

27 Breann McMurphy 

 

Acolytes  (10:30) 

6 Linnea Kuempel, Zoe Sleater 

13 Sydney Janikoski, Emerson Hanchette 

20 Kyilee Inlow, Kara Freeman 

27 Kaylee Comstock, Rebecca Kadinger 

 

Altar Guild 

6 Erin Hultgrenn 

13 Nora Merk 

20 Tammi Payton 

27 Tricia Smurthwaite  

 

Communion Assistants (8:00) 

6 Sharon Hickman, Nora Merk 

13 Joyce McMurphy, Dewey Robbins 

20 Joyce McMurphy, Tricia Smurthwaite 

27 Nora Merk, ,Tricia Smurthwaite 

 

Communion Assistants (10:30) 

6  Amy Westerfield, Lorri Ledgerwood 

13 Karen Recher, Sharon Hickman 

20 Jerry Johnson, Lindy Von Dohlen 

27 Vern Jackson, George Schwantes 

 

Lay Assistants 

6 Tom Vertrees, Doug Bolstad 

13 Tom Vertrees, Jan Anderson  

20 Ted Homme, Matthew Kuempel 

27 Cheryl Patton, Doug Bolstad 

 

Readers 

6 Tom Vertrees, Jan Anderson 

13 Tom Vertress, Carol Hattemer 

20 Ted Homme, Don Wodrich 

27 Cheryl Patton, Greg Leshikar 

 

 

Sound Techs 

6 Greg McMurphy, Joe Kadinger 

13 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

20 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

27 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

 

Tellers 

6 Dewey Robbins, Trudy Lye 

13 Rick Shimskey, Trudy Lye 

20 Tammi Payton, Trudy Lye 

27 Bryan Tharp, Trudy Lye 

 

Ushers (10:30) 

6 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Dick & Sharon Shire 

13 Charlotte Tracy, Renae Killmer, Keith Johnson, Sara 
Foraker 
 
20 Robert & Kevin, Anderson, Glen Allison, Audrey Blegen 

27 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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2016 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Executive Committee 

President: Rick Shimskey 

rickandlorishimskey@msn.com 

Vice President: TBD 

Secretary:  Lynne Jackson  
ljackson9094@charter.net 
 
Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

Council Members 

Jon Schliep, Worship & Music 

Amy Westerfield, Youth Council 

Judy Bareither, Evangelism 

Joe Kadinger, Property  

Tom Vertrees, Hospitality  

Trudy Lye, Education 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Elaine Jones 

2 Jessie Janikowski 

 Abigail Lundberg 

 3 Willard Nelson 

 Lexi Shimskey 

4 Gary Frankfurt 

 George Schwantes 

5 Katy Koelzer 

Stephanie Kolowith 

6 Lori Lydeen 

 Julie Olson 

  Madison See 

  LeAnne Wamsley-

Schliep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 Delbert Finn 

9 Michaela Glasgow 

 Kathleen Hurt 

10 Robert Willms 

13 Michael Meneely 

 Tim Nies 

 Bryan Tharp 

14 Elizabeth Wamsley 

16 Joyce Pettit 

 Bud Sleeth 

Logan Suhr 

Elizabeth Williams 

 Karen Williams 

17 Phil Martell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacquie Sleeth 

18 Pat Rasmussen 

Dick Sharon 

20 Kinlee Yecha 

21 Marc Culbertson 

Bradley Nickolaus 

Preston Zimmerman 

23 Marlee Christianson 

26 Marjorie Heimbigner 

Colton Homme 

Jeff Lerch 

Walt Swita 

27 Carol Miller 

29 Trenton Chenault 


