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From the Pastor’s Study… 

 

Last April, while the Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod was gathered in As-

sembly in Boise, Bishop Martin Wells announced that after three terms (18 

years) as bishop, he would not be seeking another term.  This set certain 

wheels in motion, as it means that in April of 2017 we will be electing a new 

bishop.  

There is some level of anxiety at the thought of having a new person in an 

office that Martin has filled faithfully and compassionately. As in any time of 

transition, we wonder who will come next, and what changes they might 

initiate, and most importantly: will we like those changes, or will they make us uncom-

fortable? 

Let me cut the suspense for you: if the next bishop is doing his or her job, you 

will be made uncomfortable.  

The Christian church in the United States is facing unprecedented change—

this isn’t anything you haven’t heard me say before. Some of us hope that by 

putting our head in the sand, we can pretend that change isn’t coming, and 

that if we just stumbled upon the right formula (more pastoral visitation, 

more bible study, more young families in church, better music, contemporary 

worship…) we could return to the glory days of the 1950’s when churches and 

Sunday Schools were full to bursting.  The reality is that the 1950’s aren’t 

coming back.  The choice before us is to fritter away what resources we have 

left in a vain attempt to get them to come back, or we can strike out in new 

directions, discover new ways of doing things, encounter God and his people 

in ways we haven’t wanted—or needed—to before.  

After intense, emotional discussion at our recent Synod Council meeting, 

whereat we debated the possibility of our synod not being viable for another 

six years, the leaders of the synod (lay and clergy, elected by the people in 

Assembly) voted unanimously to not give up. To keep looking for ways to 

connect, to keep challenging our congregations to do new things, to live into 

the words our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, spoke to the Churchwide 

Assembly goers in August: We are not a dying church. We are a changing church.  

Five hundred years ago, Martin Luther helped turn the world on its ear, 

when his 95 Theses helped to spark the Protestant Reformation—setting 

into motion countless other reformations that made the world what it is to-

day. The Reformers didn’t always know what was ahead, as they struggled to 

figure out how to be church in a world that had never had a church like 

theirs before. Every single reformer moved to make changes in the church he 

or she loved knowing that by doing so they were putting their life on the 

line—the punishment for heresy was death. 
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And yet still: they spoke out. They stood up. They advocated for doing things in ways 
they had never been done before. And 500 years later, we celebrate them as visionaries 
and faithful men and women of God.  
We are in a similar environment today.  Let’s not pull any punches here—the Church 
(not simply the ELCA), if it continues in its current trajectory, will die. But it doesn’t 
have to. What is evident is that it needs to change, and we in the ELCA have coura-
geous leadership who are seeking to faithfully guide that change as God calls us into 
new and unknown futures. Everyone, from Sunday School teachers, council members, 
pastors, deacons, bishops, and congregations all over the country—all of us—value 
what the ELCA has to offer, and understand that we are church together, for the sake of the 
world.  
So, as we begin to prepare to call a new Bishop to lead our synod, it is no small task that 
we seek to place upon his or her shoulders. The Synod Council has committed to asking 
the new bishop to spend the first TWO YEARS of their term in doing intentional lis-
tening and visioning work, in order to seek a way forward as a synod together. Perhaps, 
we will learn that we are not viable as a synod. But my hunch is that with the right per-
son at the helm, we will learn that we are far scrappier than that—and that we won’t go 
down without a fight.  
Because the work of the Bishop is so important, we are beginning the discernment pro-
cess this fall. On October 16, 2016 at 3pm our Lower Columbia Basin Cluster will 
gather here at KFLC to begin the process of finding nominees to fill the call of Bishop 
of the Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod.  It is holy, blessed, important work, and it is 
work that our current Bishop Wells has asked us all to participate in.  
Some of you may be unclear what a synod is, or how we as a congregation relate to it—
this meeting would be an excellent opportunity for you to find that information out. 
Some of you like to grumble about how the synod expects us to give it “our” money—
this meeting will give you a chance to let your voice be heard, and you can learn what 
the synod does with the money we pass along from our offering (spoiler alert: it gives it 
away). Some of you may feel passionately that you want to do all you can to see this 
church—your church—succeed, and want to be involved in this discussion, discern-
ment, and visioning process—this meeting is for you to come and find a like-minded 
group of people who believe with everything in them that we are not a dying church, 
but a changing church, brought together by God for the sake of the world.  
You can probably tell by my language what side I come down on. I was raised in this 
synod. I was sent to seminary from this synod. One of my happiest days as a pastor was 
the day I was assigned back to this synod. I think the reports of our death are prema-
ture, and I’m willing to do all that I can to make sure they stay that way. Not simply for 
the sake of First Lutheran, or for the Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod, or even the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, but for the sake of those who find hope, faith, 
courage, compassion, friendship, forgiveness, strength, and love through the way God 
uses us.  
 
Care to join me?   

Pastor  Kristen 

Our church is  

having a book 

fair!  Oct. 9-23 

For adults: The 500th anni-

versary of the Reformation 

is fast approaching! Do you 

want to learn more about 

Martin Luther, his writings, 

and their impact on Christi-

anity? Stop by our Refor-

mation 500 Bookstore to 

shop for engaging books on 

the Reformation for readers 

of all ages and interests! 

Save up to 50% plus receive 

free shipping on all 

Bookstore titles.   

Looking for that perfect 

Christmas gift for your kids 

or grandkids? Stop by our 

Book Fair and shop award-

winning Bibles, books, and 

videos for babies to twelve-

year-olds. Save up to 40% 

PLUS free shipping on all 

Book Fair titles. 

Stop by the Narthex on Oct. 
9,16 and 23 after worship to 
get faith-filled books and 
videos for you and  your 

kids. 
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Ladies Luncheon 

11:30am Friday, October 7th 

Shanghai Chinese Restaurant in Kennewick 
 

Join a group of us on the first Friday of the month at 11:30 am at a 

different restaurant each month. No age limit, no jobs to do, no col-

ored hats to wear, nothing to study, strictly social and fun. Come 

when you can whatever months you can.  A sign up sheet is posted 

on the bulletin board in the narthex. Forget to sign up? No problem, 

join us anyway! 
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From the Bishop 
 
God’s beloved People, 
 
We’ve just finished a very productive and faithful 
Synod Council meeting.  With a significant agenda 
before us, Vice President Gary Gemar, Secretary Pau-
la Kenney, and Treasurer Tami McHugh, led us 
through a packed agenda toward leadership positions 
in a number of important areas.   
 
Since The Way Forward strategic planning process 
four years ago we’ve had two priorities before us:  To 
support congregations with new intensity through 
the work of Net-Workers, agents of connection and 
support located physically closer to congregations; 
and, if trend lines toward financial viability continue 
to slip, to adopt new organizational forms in order to 
maintain that congregational support.   
 
At this meeting we posed the question, “What hap-
pens on February 1, 2018 when budgeted support for 
Net-Workers comes to an end and at this point we 
don’t know how to continue that support?”  A robust 
conversation followed and we identified a few things 
that seem certain:  There is great eagerness for the 
Net-Worker strategy to work and we’re committed to 
it, with regular evaluation.  In addition we confirmed 
we’re going to have to live with deeper ambiguity in 
planning the future and live into this chaotic time 
anchored in trust in God.  Out of this conversation we 
identified a desire that the new bishop devote prima-
ry attention in the first two years to strategic thinking 
and consultation with local, regional and Churchwide 
partners.  We all prayed for a kind of adventuresome 
and fearless faithfulness as the key to the future.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Gary Gemar then led us through the year ahead and 
the sequence of events that will result in our May 
2017 election of a new bishop.  Crucial work begins 
right now, and through October, as clusters meet in 
the first of two meetings to learn the election process 
and contribute to the list of attributes needed in the 
next bishop.  Please watch for the invitation to partic-
ipate!  In the second of these cluster meetings con-
gregations will be invited to bring three members 
and make nominations for bishop, up to three, in the 
course of that meeting.  As you see the list of desira-
ble attributes for bishop develop, I hope you’ll seek 
out capable candidates, seek their candidacy and per-
sonal information, and then pray, pray, pray for this 
process.  
 
Brothers and sisters, we were very well led by this 
capable synod council!  Thank you for electing these 
people to positions of leadership.  Please join them in 
praying for clarity about the choices before us and for 
our faithfulness together as we move into God’s fu-
ture.  As we face uncertainty we remember God’s cer-
tainty:  “For surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a 
future with hope.”  
Jeremiah 29:11.  
 
Bp Martin Wells  







Looking Ahead…. 

October 16: Cluster G Meeting 

October 23: New Member Sun-

day 

November 6: All Saints’ Sunday  

December 4: Advent Party  

December 9: Pan-Lutheran 

Advent Choir Concert at LOL 

December 11: O’Christmas Tea 

December 18:  10:30am Chil-

dren’s Christmas Program 

7pm Longest Night Service  

December 24: Christmas Eve 

Services at 5:30 (Family Service) 

& 7:30 (Traditional) 

Currently, we are using a lot 
of Styrofoam coffee cups for 
coffee hour before and after 
services.  Styrofoam is known 
to be an environmental haz-
ard.  According to the EPA 
over 25 billion Styrofoam cups 
are thrown away each 
year.  They will never decom-
pose in landfills. As for 
Styrofoam being a health haz-
ard, studies are inconclusive 
and it has never been proven. 
Paper cups, because of a spe-
cial coating used to make 
them waterproof are not a 
great option either.    

We as a congregation need to 
become green.  Ending the 
use of Styrofoam by our con-
gregation for coffee hour is on 
the horizon for 2017.  Using 
reusable washable ceramic 
mugs is going to become our 
new norm.   Change is hard, 
but we can do this!  Ceramic 
coffee mugs are environmen-
tally friendly, and it has been 
proven that they also hold the 
warmth longer.   

Changing from Styrofoam to 
Ceramic will require some ef-
fort on everyone’s part.  Ce-
ramic mugs will need to be 
washed after each use.  We 
are still working on the logis-
tics of how this will work, but 
don’t worry, you can still have 
your coffee and drink it too, 
but it just won’t be from a dis-
posable cup.   

Looking ahead to January, lets 
turn over a new leaf and start 
drinking our coffee from a 
mug instead of a Styrofoam 
cup.  If you want, you can 
start now by bringing your 
own mug for coffee hour.  
Travel mugs work great if you 
would 
like to 
take 
your 
coffee 
with 
you.    

 

Lower Columbia basin 
cluster gathering – Lay 
and clergy from our area 
ELCA churches (Lower 
Columbia Basin Cluster) 
are invited to gather at 
First Lutheran, 
Kennewick, October 16 
from 3-5pm for  an in-
formational meeting re-
garding the election of a 
bishop.  Those who were 
voting members to the 
EWA-ID Synod Assembly 
this past spring and 
Church Council members 
are especially encouraged 
to attend.  Bishop Martin 
Wells will not be seeking 
another term as Bishop of 
our Synod.  Come to learn, 
pray, worship, fellowship 
together!  
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Let’s go green 



 

One of the combined GWOH projects this year was packing Project Promise School 

Kits for LWR.  Can you imagine if you had to choose between purchasing school 

supplies or a meal?  Many of the families who receive these backpacks have to 

make this decision.  Project Promise School Kits are sent to places where even the 

few required school supplies may be more than a family can afford. Basic school 

supplies like pencils and paper can help write a positive future.  Our group packed 

100 backpacks that need to be shipped to Maryland and then overseas from 

there.  All four ELCA churches who participated in this project are turning to their 

congregations for donations to pay for the shipping costs.  Any donations collect-

ed that are above what it it costs to 

ship these 100 backpacks will be used 

to purchase more back packs and 

school supplies for next year's GWOH 

project.   If you would like to make a 

donation, please designate school 

supplies on your envelope.   

Thank you for your support 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS  

PROJECT PROMISE 

 SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 

BECOME A PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY! 
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Pasco Lutheran Latino Ministry! 

The Latino Ministry has started their English and Citizenship 
Classes.  KFL takes a turn with providing snacks.  Please talk to 
Alice Allison aallison2b@charter.net 545-5400 if you are will-
ing to help with food, money or serving.  Also the ministry is 
always looking for people to help with childcare.   

We will be celebrating New Member Sunday on October 23 at 
both services! If you or someone you know is interested in be-
coming a member of First Lutheran, or just wants more infor-
mation on the membership process, please let us know on your 
worship attendance slip!  

 

Thank you to everyone who 

submitted their pictures for 

the Baby Board.  The top three 

correct submissions were Pr. 

Kristen, Greg McMurphy & Judy 

Bareither. 

They each won a Dutch Bros. 

gift card for their participa-

tion.   

mailto:aallison2b@charter.net
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**** indicates recently acquired books, more to come in November! We hope 
you will enjoy our new selection of books( purchased and donated),  this month 
and the coming months. 

****A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman, is a Swedish author who has writ-

ten a remarkable book.  Highly recommended by Elaine Jones!  Her niece read 

it and enthusiastically commented, "This was the best book I've ever read! I 
won't say more, but you'll  see!" Carol Hattemer, after reading it told us that we 

must put this book in our library!  Read it and tell us what you think. AF/BAC 

 

****Written after his wife's tragic death as a way of surviving the "mad midnight moment," A Grief Observed is 
C.S. Lewis's honest reflection on the fundamental issues of life, death, and faith in the midst of loss. This work 
contains his concise, genuine reflections on that period, here are a few: 
“I see people, as they approach me, trying to make up their minds 
whether they'll 'say something about it' or not. I hate if they do, and if 
they don't.” 
“Her absence is like the sky, spread over everything.” 
“Grief is like a long valley, a winding valley where any bend may re-
veal a totally new landscape.” 
 “For in grief nothing 'stays put.' One keeps on emerging from a phase, but it always recurs. Round and round. 
Everything repeats. Am I going in circles, or dare I hope I am on a spiral?” “The death of a beloved is an am-
putation.” 
“I thought I could describe a state; make a map of sorrow. Sorrow, however, turns out to be not a  
state but a process.”   236/LEW 
 
Children  
 
**** True Kelly’s Blabber Mouse loves to talk and is continually telling other people’s secrets.  His friends 
don’t  want to be mean and are unsure how to stop the problem.   One day at school, blabber goes too far and 
they devise the perfect solution.  Great illustrations!  B/KEL 

 
****Everything Pets by James Spears is filled with fabulous and funny photos 
along with fun facts, this is a must-have for all young animal lovers, sure to satisfy 
kids' curiosity about every kind of pet.   The National Geographic book contains 
why humans began keeping pets, how animals communicate, why pets play, and 
more.  They even have a quiz at the end to find out which pet might be right for 
you.   J/SPE 
 

****Leprechaun in Late Winter:  Once again, Mary Pope Osborne has written a book that will capture readers 
to challenge themselves to a 'chapter book'. A teacher writes,  "I have read this series to children ages 7-9 and it 
has gotten many interested in reading them themselves and into pursuing other series. The author usually in-
cludes some history and factual information. She also has created research guides which supplement the facts 
in the story."  J/OSB 

Two favorite quotes about this time of the year:  

“I'm so glad I live in a world where there are Octobers.” ― L.M. 
Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables    

“Autumn...the year's last, loveliest smile."― William Cullen Bryant  

October 2016 Readers’ Leaves    

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5350.L_M_Montgomery
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5350.L_M_Montgomery
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3464264
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/261686.William_Cullen_Bryant
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pets&view=detailv2&&id=D42C0A8C428289BC869CC19DB054A397973A1F0B&selectedIndex=8&ccid=%2fDepBx8I&simid=608052857868977276&thid=OIP.Mfc37a9071f0832cad9b245e02d107882H0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cs+lewis&view=detailv2&&id=91740BF7BD26C9C44F4404EEA6072B4D7C0FC12D&selectedIndex=23&ccid=nPhXw1rp&simid=608044482681766906&thid=OIP.M9cf857c35ae94da9c5e1540624762311o0


1~ Michele Leshikar 

      Annie See 

3~ Jerry Johnson 

4~ Noah Smurthwaite 

5~ Gaelen Lint 

8~ Nyakuoth Deng 

      Colin Lint  

9~ Ben Ostby 

10~ Mandy Heimbigner 

13~ Erin Meneely 

14~ Sharon Hickman 

        Gregg Koelzer 

        Joy Rasch 

17~ Marylyn Frankfurt 

        Donna Smitt 

18~ Jaclyn Bell 

        Anna Mae Squires 

20~ Donna Mobley 

21~ Ron Lerch 

22~ Gary Henne 

        Erik Rammelsberg 

25~ Ashlyn Anderson 

26~ Michele Huber 

         Steve Recher 

 27~ Douglas Allison 

         Jered Freeman 

Acolytes (8:00) 

2 Megan, Jacky Koelzer 

9 Brady Black 

16 Noah Smurthwaite 

23 Breann McMurphy 

30 TBD 

 

Acolytes  (10:30) 

2 Colton Ledgerwood, Emma Hinrichs 

9 Rebecca Kadinger, Kaylee Comstock 

16 Alyssa Martinez, Sydney Janikowski 

23 Parker Lydeen, Clayton Glasgow 

30 Jacob, Joshua Lundberg 

 

Altar Guild 

2 Tammi Payton 

9 Doris Porter 

16 Tricia Smurthwaite 

23 Tammi Payton 

30 Erin Hultgrenn 

 

Communion Assistants (8:00) 

2 Sharon Hickman, Nora Merk 

9 Joyce McMurphy, Doris Porter 

16 Karen Bentrup, Tricia Smurthwaite 

23 Nora Merk, ,Dewey Robbins 

30  Karen Bentrup, Doris Porter 

 

Communion Assistants (10:30) 

2 Karen Recher, Lorri Ledgerwood 

9 Jerry Johnson, Sharon Hickman 

16 Lorri Ledgerwood, Lindy Von Dohlen 

23 Vern Jackson, Amy Westerfield 

30 Lori Tharp, Renae Killmer 

 

Lay Assistants 

2 Tom Vertrees, Jan Anderson 

9 Tom Vertrees, Doug Bolstad  

16 Ted Homme, Craig Johnson 

23 Tom Vertrees, Matthew Kuempel 

30 Cheryl Patton, Tom Vertrees 

 

 

Readers 

2 Judy Robbins, Lindy VohDohlen 

9 Tom Vertres, Amy Westerfield 

16 Ted Homme, Matthew Kuempel 

23 Joyce McMurphy, George Hunter 

30 Judy Robbins, Ron Lerch 

 

Sound Techs 

2 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

9 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

16 Greg McMurphy, Troy Lydeen 

23 Scott Comstock, Joe Kadinger 

30 Scott Comstock, Troy Lydeen 

 

Tellers 

2 Ron Lerch, Jon Schliep 

9 Council Member, Jon Schliep 

16 Eileen Pederson, Jon Schliep  

23 Jan Anderson, Jon Schliep 

30 George Hunter, Dewey Robbins 

 

Ushers (10:30) 

1 Don Sherwood, Del Bareither, Dick & Sharon Shire 

9 Charlotte Tracy, Renae Killmer, Keith Johnson, Sara 
Foraker 
 
16 Robert, Kevin, Allen Anderson, Glen Allison 

23 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 

30 Jon Schliep, Vern Jackson,  Phil & Linda Martell 
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2016 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Executive Committee 

President: Rick Shimskey 

rickandlorishimskey@msn.com 

Vice President: Susan Eberlein 

sjeberlein@charter.net 

Secretary:  Lynne Jackson  
ljackson9094@charter.net 
 
Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

Council Members 

Jon Schliep, Worship & Music 

Amy Westerfield, Youth Council 

Judy Bareither, Evangelism 

Joe Kadinger, Property  

Tom Vertrees, Hospitality  

Trudy Lye, Education 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

Doors open at 8:30 AM. Game sessions run from 9-1 and 2-6.  We will be hosting 
all manner of historical and some science fiction war games for one day.  We are 
asking for a can of food for the food cart for admission. More information can 
be found at: bridgehead2016.myfreesites.net/gallery  or on FaceBook at: face-
book.com/Bridgehead-859145027516793/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel.  
Youth who aren't interested in playing are welcome to help sell snacks and 
drinks as a Thrivent Action Team fundraiser for the Youth Program.  If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Alice Allison at: aallison2b@charter.net or 
at 509-545-5400. 

http://bridgehead2016.myfreesites.net/gallery
https://www.facebook.com/Bridgehead-859145027516793/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/Bridgehead-859145027516793/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
mailto:aallison2b@charter.net

