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The Messenger 

From the Pastor’s Study… 

 
“On your marks! Get set! GO!” 

 

As a member of the swim team in high school, I can still remember the 

feelings that those three sentences raised in me. My muscles would 

tense, I would focus intently, my heart would beat fast and I could feel 

the adrenaline coursing through my system as I waited for the starter’s 

gun to send me exploding into the water to begin my race.  

 

It’s a feeling that is very similar to the feeling I get every year around this 

time, as we gear up for another program year at First Lutheran.  This 

year, it is even more intense, as we begin a program year that we have 

been planning for since LAST year. In recognition of the 500th anniver-

sary of the Reformation, we are beginning our “Luther Year” of program-

ming—and I couldn’t be more excited about it! 

 

There is information on ALL the educational opportunities connected 

with our Luther Year elsewhere in the Messenger, so if you’re interested 

in learning more about Lutheranism, Lutheran history, Lutheran theolo-

gy, or the Lutheran church in America: you will have the chance to do so!  

 

In addition to the new educational offerings for this year, we celebrate 

the arrival of Erin Husted, our Director of Child, Youth & Family Minis-

try, and the additions to our schedule her presence will provide. She will 

oversee events and opportunities for children, for middle and high school 

youth, and for families as well—with a focus on providing tools for par-

ents to participate in faith formation in the home. Parents make im-

portant promises when they bring their child to be baptized—they 

promise to bring them to church, to teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the 

Creed, and the 10 Commandments. They promise to place in their chil-

dren’s hands the Holy Scriptures, and bring them to Communion.  Erin’s 

focus this first year of ministry is to equip parents to hold up their end of 

the bargain, by helping us understand HOW to go about doing those 

things. Be on the look out for opportunities to take advantage of her ex-

pertise in this area.  

      Continued on next page 
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Ladies Luncheon 

Friday, September 2nd 
@ 11:30am 

Twigs in Kennewick  

 

Join a group of us on the 

first Friday of the 

month at a different res-

taurant each month. No 

age limit, no jobs to do, 

no colored hats to wear, 

nothing to study, strict-

ly social and fun. Come 

when you can whatever 

months you can.   

The next lunch will be 

held Friday, September 

2nd at Twigs in 

Kennewick A sign up 

sheet is posted on the 

bulletin board in the 

narthex. Forget to sign 

up? No problem, join us 

anyway! Questions? 

Contact Trudy Lye @ 

509-545-4809  

 

 

 

 

 

In an effort to further encourage faith conversations in the home, we have structured the adult Sun-

day School and the kids Sunday School to work in tandem—the adults and kids will be studying the 

same topics at the same time. Our goal is to provide “Car Talk” cards each Sunday, so that as families 

travel home from worship they can discuss what they’ve learned in their Sunday school classes. If you 

have never taken advantage of the Adult Sunday school offerings, I highly recommend that you do 

so—the adult class meets at the same time as the kids, in the Fireside Room.  

 

We will also begin having more regular cluster meetings as we prepare for the election of a new bish-

op in 2017. Bishop Martin Wells, who has led our synod for eighteen years, is stepping down and we 

will be electing a new bishop at our Synod Assembly in Spokane in May. Part of our responsibility is 

to provide nominees for the position, and so our cluster will be meeting together to discuss potential 

candidates for the call.  We will have two cluster meetings before the end of 2016, and perhaps two 

more before the assembly to prepare for this important duty.  

 

The Spirit is moving at First Lutheran, bearing fruit in ways and areas we could not have foreseen five 

years ago. We rejoice in God’s faithfulness, today, and in the days to come.  

 

In His Grip,  

Pastor Kristen  

Whoever drinks beer is quick to sleep.  
Whoever sleeps long does not sin. Who-
ever does not sin enters heaven! Thus, let 

us drink beer! -Martin Luther 
Our September Beer & Theology night 

will be Thursday, September 15 at 7pm 

at Barley’s Brew Hub (3320 W. 

Kennewick Ave).  

No previous theology  

experience required, join us for good 

food, good brew, and good conversa-

tion around topics of faith and life. 

Questions? Contact Greg McMurphy.  

Continued from previous page 

http://www.twigsbistro.com/
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From the Bishop... 
 
God’s Beloved People,  

In the Conference of Bishops we have a bit of wis-

dom that is repeated on a regular basis.  I offer it as 

a sign of hope and thanksgiving as we begin this 

transitional year in a transitional time for the 

whole church:  “The church elects the bishop it 

needs.”  

I’ve never heard anyone try to refine the statement 

beyond that line, so it remains gracefully ambigu-

ous.  However, following the recently completed 

Churchwide Assembly, I offer the quote as my 

summation around the leadership of Presiding 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  Three years ago at this 

time we were surprised, anxious, and curious 

about what the election of Bishop Eaton would 

mean.  That Churchwide Assembly (2013 in Pitts-

burgh) began with full expectation that Bishop 

Mark Hanson would be reelected.  Since then the 

leadership of Bishop Eaton, and Secretary Chris 

Boerger, has emerged in a patient and sweet way, 

addressing the urgent questions of the day, but 

building the confidence of the church.  In her re-

port this year the line that will stay with me is this:  

“This church is not dying.  This church is changing, 

and that’s what God does, making all things new.”  

Pastor Jeff Kallevig summed it up this way:  “I 

know, in a new way, that we are a part of a church 

that seeks to be public, inclusive, transparent, and 

driven in faith and practice by the Spirit of God.”  

Together I think those statements summarize this 

Churchwide Assembly in its work and its worship, 

and by the leadership of Bishop Eaton.  I believe 

the church has elected the bishop it needed even 

though at the time we may have not known why.  

There is a lightness to her leadership that is re-

freshing and confident.  She is playful in a safe 

way, meaning her humor doesn’t carry barbs hid-

den within it.  She is personal, naming names and 

bantering with Voting Members from the podium.  

Her preaching is faithful and her presiding at the 

table is transparent, meaning she doesn’t thrust 

her own personality “in front of the table” which, of 

course, belongs to Jesus.  She is fluent in Spanish, 

a gift we didn’t know would be so important but  

 

now which reminds us all—pastors and members—

that the gift of receiving another in their own 

tongue is generous and kind.  She is smart and 

quick-witted, one bishop quoting his mother as 

having said, “Bishop Eaton can say in ten minutes 

more than most can say in a week!”  To summarize 

I would say the gift is a nimbleness that has gravi-

tas, but doesn’t smother and discourage us in a day 

of so many intractable challenges.  

To some of those challenges we responded: 

 With confirmation that we want to be an inclu-

sive church, racially diverse, listening and 

speaking Gospel with both humility and pur-

posefulness in this polarized day. 

 That we intend to be a church of reconciliation, 

even as we press our church in Palestine and 

our brothers and sisters in Israel to stop dig-

ging the hole that threatens to collapse on all. 

 That, while the reformation of the church goes 

on, we seek the full, visible unity of the great 

Church, a unity that is the Spirit’s gift and the 

Spirit’s call.  In that important respect we re-

ceived the document, “Declaration on the 

Way,” a summary of our conversations with the 

Roman Catholic church, including those issues 

we still hope to address.  This is the perfect 

study document to undergird our commemora-

tion of the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-

mation beginning this October 31, 2016 and I 

commend it to you and your congregation.  

There will be many different ways to find the sum-

mary of actions at this Churchwide Assembly, in-

cluding Bishop Eaton’s report.  I hope you will pay 

attention.  I believe the church has, once again, 

elected the bishop it needed.  Thanks be to God!  

 

Bp Martin Wells  
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Fall 2016 Adult Education Opportunities 

 
Adult Sunday School, September 18, 2016 9:15 

The Adult Sunday School will be spend the Luther Year discussing a variety of 

topics on Martin Luther, Lutheran theology, and Lutheran practice. The lessons 

will mirror what our kids are learning in their Sunday School rotation so that fam-

ilies can have discussion with one another about what they are learning. Please 

join us for an opportunity for learning and discussion about our Lutheran faith 

and heritage, and how valuable that faith and heritage is in the world today! 

WEBS: September 14, 2016 at 6:30PM 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study (WEBS) will resume 

on September 14th. We will kick off our Luther Year by 

studying the Large Catechism.  

Luther wrote the Large Catechism so that newly creat-

ed pastors, many with no formal theological training, 

would know how to rightly teach their congregations 

about the tenants of our faith—the Lord’s Prayer, the 

Creed, the 10 Commandments, the sacraments, etc.  

If you would like an in-depth look at what Lutherans 

believe, this class would be a great place for you to 

start! Please contact Pastor Kristen if you are interest-

ed in participating, so she can order materials for you. 

 

Tuesday Morning Book Group: September 13, 2016, 10AM 

 

Our Tuesday Morning Book Group will begin their 

study of the Lutheran year with “The Reformation: A 

History” by Diarmaid MacCulloch. MacCulloch pre-

sents the events of the Reformation not as an isolated 

event, taking place in a vacuum, but by examining the 

social, political, and religious climate that was put in 

motion centuries before Martin Luther posted his 95 

Theses—events that allowed the Lutheran Refor-

mation to succeed when previous reformations had 

failed.  

 

We will be reading this book until Thanksgiving, al-

lowing us plenty of time to absorb and discuss the ide-

as MacCulloch puts forth. We’d love to have you join 

us Tuesdays at 10am in the Fireside Room! 

 

Our church is  

having a book 

fair!  Oct. 9-23 

Looking for that perfect 
Christmas gift for your 
kids or grandkids? Stop 
by our Book Fair and shop 
award-winning Bibles, 
books, and videos for ba-
bies to twelve-year-olds. 
Save up to 40% PLUS free 
shipping on all Book Fair 
titles. 

Stop by the narthex on 
October 9-23 between ser-
vices to get faith-filled 
books and videos for your 
kids. 

Each book and video is 
designed to help parents 
instill an open-hearted, 
transformational, lifelong 
Christian faith in their 
children at every age and 
stage. 

 



Have you been collecting 

change in your Blessing Bo-

xes?  The money raised will 

go toward the Tumaini Gi-

rls’ Scholarship Fund. Plea-

se return them by Sept. 18! 

******* 

If you collect Box Tops, 
Campbell’s labels, Coke 
Points but no children, put 
your points in the pocket 
on the bulletin board and 
they will be distributed to 
church kids whose schools 
are participating.    
 

******* 

From the Library:  

Summer Reading awards 

will be presented a week 

after Sunday School re-

sumes: September 25 at the 

10:30 service. 

******* 

Women of the ELCA Syn-

odical Gathering Oct. 7-8 at 

Lord of Life.  

Registration forms are post-

ed in the hallway, near the 

office. Contact Carole Din-

ning @ 208-267-3033 with 

your questions or if you 

would like more infor-

mation. 
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ELCA Churchwide Assembly   

key actions 
CHICAGO – Voting members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) approved a number of key actions during the 2016 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly held in New Orleans Aug. 8-13. The assembly is the highest legislative 

authority of the church.  

The 945 voting members: 

 Elected William B. Horne II of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Clearwater, Fla., 

vice president of the ELCA. Horne was installed during closing worship Aug. 

13. 

 Accepted the "Declaration on the Way," a unique ecumenical document that 

marks a path toward greater unity between Catholics and Lutherans. At the 

heart of the document are 32 "Statements of Agreement" that state where 

Lutherans and Catholics do not have church-dividing differences on topics 

about church, ministry and the Eucharist. The document also presents the 

differences that remain. 

 Approved AMMPARO – the ELCA's strategy to Accompany Migrant Minors 

with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. The ELCA de-

veloped this strategy based on commitments to uphold and guarantee the 

basic human rights and safety of migrant children and their families; to ad-

dress the root causes of migration in countries from Central America's North-

ern Triangle and Mexico and the treatment of migrants in transit; to work 

toward just and humane policies affecting migrants in and outside the U.S.; 

to engage as a church with all of its companions, affiliates and partners to 

respond to the migration situation and its causes; and to advocate for migrant 

children and their families. 

 Approved the Ministry of Word and Service roster. Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, 

ELCA associates in ministry, deaconesses and diaconal ministers will be a 

single, unified roster of Ministry of Word and Service. The accompanying con-

stitutional amendments related to the roster were also considered and ap-

proved by the assembly. 

 Approved the 2017-2019 budget proposal. The budget includes a 2017 current 

fund spending authorization of $65,296,005 and a 2017 ELCA World Hunger 

spending authorization of $24.8 million; a 2018 current fund income proposal 

of $64,057,220 and a 2018 ELCA World Hunger income proposal of $25 mil-

lion; a 2019 current fund income proposal of $64,151,175 and a 2019 ELCA 

World Hunger income proposal of $25 million; and authorizes the Church 

Council to establish a spending authorization after periodic review of revised 

income estimates. 

 Approved various memorials – or proposals – from the ELCA's 65 synods. In 

addition to memorials considered "en bloc," the assembly separately approved 

the following: deepening relationships with historic Black churches; toward a 

responsible energy future; repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery; peace 

with justice in the Holy Land; justice for the Holy Land through responsible 

investment; African Descent Lutherans; call to discernment on U.S. foreign 

and military policy; welcoming refugees; and supporting military personnel, 

veterans and their families. 

 Elected members to serve on: Church Council, Portico Benefits Services, Mis-

sion Investment Fund, Augsburg Fortress, Committee on Appeals, Commit-

tee on Discipline and Nominating Committee. 

 Adopted amendments to the ELCA Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Res-

olutions. 
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Book Reviews: 

Adults 

In Where God Was Born, the New York Times Best-
selling author, Bruce Feiler travels ten thousand miles 
to Israel, Iraq, and Iran and examines the question:  
Is religion tearing us apart...or can it bring us togeth-
er?  Feiler's journey uncovers little-known details 
about the common roots of Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam and affirms the importance of the Bible in to-
day's world.  He believes the Bible argues for inter-
faith harmony.  During his journey to Israel he treks 
through secret underground tunnels, locates the spot 
where David toppled Goliath. He visits the Garden of 
Eden, the birthplace of Abraham and makes a life-
threatening trip to the rivers of Babylon.  In Iran, he 
explores the home of the Bible's first Messiah and 
uncovers the secret burial place of Queen Esther. 
209/FEI 
 

Don't Die Broke by Margaret A. Malaspina is 
an important book for retired people,  those ap-
proaching retirement or saving for the future.  It ex-
plains how to make the right decisions and get the 
most out of what you've earned in easy to understand 
format. 332/ MAL 
 

Just Like Jesus is another  bestselling book by 
Max Lucado.  He explains that God loves you just the 
way you are . . . but He refuses to leave you that way. 
Why? Because our ultimate goal should be a life that 
is just like Jesus. And with determination, faith, and 
God's help, we can all change for the better, no matter 
how long the bad habits have settled in.  248/LUC 

 

Young Readers 

****Junie B., First Grader: Cheater Pants by 
Barbara Park will be loved by the first grader in your 
family.  Junie B. has a  larger than life personality that 
shines through the book.  Booklist gave this review, " 
Park, one of the funniest writers around...brings her 
refreshing humor to the beginning chapter-book set."  
J/PAR 

 

Children 

****Two delightful books  by Mo Williams have been 
added to our children's collection:  There Is a Bird on 
Your Head and I Love My New Toy!  Funny, 
great illustrations and stories; my granddaughter 
loves his books.  He was a writer and animator on 
Sesame Street; winning six Emmy's for his work. B/
WILB 
 

****Only One You by Linda K ranz provides 
vivid and colorful artwork that will delight your child.  
A Mama and Papa fish share some of their wisdom 
they have gained through their years with their eager 
son.  Their words, simple and powerful are meant to 
guide him as he goes about exploring the world.  A 
lovely book!! B/KRA 
 

****Disney's Cinderella by Elizabeth Rudnick is an 
updated version told by the Fairy Godmother:  Ella's 
childhood is a happy one; she has loving parents, 
plenty of fields and meadows to explore, and kind 
animal friends to play with until tragedy strikes. Eight 
pages of movie pictures included from the movie!  J/
RUD 
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I’M NOT ADDICTED TO READING 

I can quit as soon as I finish 
one more chapter!  

September is an exciting transition month….children are back 
in their classrooms, Sunday school resumes, college bound 
students are opening themselves to new adventure, summer 
is over and we look forward to fall.  Wherever you are in your 
life, we hope you’ll have time for yourself to read.  

****Denotes new books added to the library. 

SEPTEMBER 

2016 READERS' LEAVES  



  

Acolytes   

4   Jacob & Joshua Lundberg  

11  Katie Gemmell, Emma Hinrichs 

18   8:00 Noah Smurthwaite 

10:30 Rebecca Kadinger, Kaylee Comstock 

25  8:00 Breann McMurphy 

10:30 Sydney Janikowski, Emerson Han-
chette 

 

Altar Guild 

4  Doris Porter 

11 Donna Smitt 

18 Erin Hultgrenn 

25 Mary Anderson 

 

Communion Assistants  

4 Jerry Johnson, Doris Porter 

11 Cheryl Patton, Tricia Smurthwaite  

 

Lay Assistants 

4 Jan Anderson 

 

Readers 

4 Sharon Hickman 

11 Bryan Tharp 

 

Sound Techs 

4 Scott Comstock  

 

Tellers 

4 Wayne Miller, Amy Westerfield 

11 Scott Comstock, Amy Westerfield 

18 Christy Sleater, Amy Westerfield 

 

Ushers  

4 Keith Johnson, Del Bareither, Sara Foraker, 

Dick/Sharon Shire 

11 Charlotte Tracy, Jerry Johnson, Renae 

Christianson, Elaine Jones 

 

18 Robert, Kevin, Allen Anderson, Bob Stein 

25 Rick, Landon, Logan Shimskey, Rod Gilge 
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The Annual Salmon Barbeque  

Sunday, September 25  

5:00 p.m.  
 

Tickets can be purchased on Sundays after worship!  Ticket prices are $10.00 for individu-

al tickets or $25.00 for an immediate family ticket. Cooked sides will be sold on a first 

come basis by signing up for sides (if there are any left over from the dinner), the price per 

side will be announced at the barbeque; because currently, we don’t  know how much per 

pound we will have to pay for the salmon.  

Please remember we can use tomatoes and cucumbers from your garden, if you have any 

extra. Please drop off the veggies at church Friday September 23rd by 4:30pm, or around 

9:00 am on Saturday the 24th. Also, as in the past, we are looking 

for people who would be willing to bake bags of potatoes. The po-

tatoes will already be prepared and all you have to do is pick them 

up after church on September the 25th, take them home and bake 

them and bring them back by 4:30 pm; so, we can get them ready 

to serve. We hope to see you there!  If you have any questions or 

are willing to help on the salmon barbeque you can contact Bob 

Stein at 586-6124. Please join us for good food in a great social set-

ting. 
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2016 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Executive Committee 

President: Rick Shimskey 

rickandlorishimskey@msn.com 

Vice President: Susan Eberlein 

sjeberlein@charter.net 

Secretary:  Lynne Jackson  
ljackson9094@charter.net 
 
Treasurer: Lori Tharp 
kflc.treasurer@gmail.com 
 

Council Members 

Jon Schliep, Worship & Music 

Amy Westerfield, Youth Council 

Judy Bareither, Evangelism 

Joe Kadinger, Property  

Tom Vertrees, Hospitality  

Trudy Lye, Education 

 

First Lutheran Church of 
Kennewick 

418 N. Yelm Street 
Kennewick, Washington 

99336-3071 
 

www.kennewickfirstlutheran.com 
 

office@kennfirstlutheran.org 

2~ Sandra Brown 

 Elis Eberlein 

 Jessica Hinrichs 

3~ Kaylee Comstock 

 Greg Leshikar 

4~ Jackson Gemmell 

 Kristie Myhrum 

 Ellie Schwanz 

5~ Tom Heimbigner 

 Carole Schwantes 

 Julie Selland 

 Zoe Sleater 

6~ Scott Comstock 

 George Squires 

 9~ Joyce Hunter 

10~ Lynne Jackson 

 Garrett Nelson 

11~ Charlotte Tracy 

12~ Eric Nolan 

 Paul Oliver 

14~ Megan Hurt 

15~ Jay Mills 

16~ Leah Bentrup 

 Traci Bentrup 

 Bill Frier 

17~ Frank Glasgow 

 Joyce McMurphy 

 Melissa Zerb 

18~ Todd Kirk 

 Doris Porter 

19~ Doug Chenault 

 Alex Lewinski 

 Joyce Quigley 

20~ Greg 

McMurphy 

 Lori Tharp 

21~ Michelle Bell 

 

24~ Megan Koelzer 

 Emma Lundberg 

 Karen Recher 

25~ Sami Parks 

26~ John Martell 

 Marvene McChesney 

27~ June Schwarzwalter 

29~ Judy Borsheim 

30~ Russ Freeman 

Joann Lande 

 

Join us on  

Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Kennewick-First-

Lutheran-Church 

THEY SAY IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY! 


