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The Messenger
From the Pastor’s Study
Happy New Year!
2021 is finally here, and we can put 2020 behind us. The holidays are over;
and they were nothing like we have planned in the past, but there was some
familiarity in the season. The presents have all been opened, maybe even returned to Amazon, and maybe even re-gifted to someone else. After all it was
2020! The Christmas tree has been taken down and all of the decorations are
once again packed away in the garage, or attic or basement. I confess that I still
have the outside house lights up, (I say that it’s a Epiphany thing, but it really
is hard to let the holidays go!)
It’s easy to feel a post holiday let down of sorts and really after the year that we
have had how could we not! For the last couple of weeks we have filled our
lives with so much that we often do not take the time to just sit back and enjoy
the holidays for what they are. When I was a little kid one of the wonders of
Christmas for me was sitting alone in the room with a lit Christmas tree. The
lights shinning on the ornaments and sending out beams of beauty around the
room. It was always peaceful, and I hate to admit that I do not do this enough
as I grow older, but I do try to find some time to just sit and be amazed each
year, and low and behold each year I am!
To give yourself the gift of this respite is actually a small testament to faith, I
think. I do look forward to this peaceful times, but I do not always seek them
time out. In Hebrews chapter eleven we read, “Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of thinks not seen.” Although I do not know
when or where this peaceful times will come, I am assured that they will! They
will be just for me, to lift me and to sustain me, and to make it possible to wait
for the next time that I will be amazed that it happened again.
Sometimes I hear the rebuke of Peter, “Ye of little faith,” and feel that I have let
down God again by not regularly looking for his action in my life. This leads to
self doubt that God would ever want anything to do with me, especially after all
the times I have failed to recognize him. Sometimes my doubt compounds on
doubt and I feel further and further away from Him.
For this very reason God acted in a very personal way. God sent His Son Jesus
into this world. This same Jesus who was born in a dark lowly barn, and who
angels serenaded at his birth, and who is the Son of God. The gospel of John
says, “What came into being in Him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome
it.” God’s light is able to shine on us through our own darkness, and our darkness cannot overcome it. God shines his light and his love on us no matter
what. Even if we turn away, pretend to not hear, hide our eyes, or simply ignore, God is there! Waiting and wanting you!
Its ok to fell a little let down after the holidays, but rest assured that no matter
what God has found you there as well.
Pastor JJ
Grow in Faith, Share God’s Love with All!

Drive Thru Communion
Sunday January 10th from 11:30 to 12:30!
We will assemble in the parking lot between the church and Hospice House
and broadcast the Liturgy on your FM Radio, so that all may participate in
their own vehicles. Then you are invited to move to one of two communion
stations in the Drive Thru in front of the church main doors. After receiving
the elements and a blessing you will be dismissed.
Yearly offering envelopes and Christ in Our Home Devotion booklets will also be available to be picked up
during this time.

The Invitational Christian
A few months ago Pastor JJ recommended that the Mutual Ministry Committee start a group discussion
around the book, The Invitational Christian by Dave Daubert. The title was intriguing and the length of the
book was manageable (only 53 pages) for our busy group.
Mr. Daubert writes, “People come to church to hear a word from God, experience a connection with God, and
to build supportive and meaningful relationships with people who love God and each other.” So we explored
this idea and what it can mean to be an invitational Christian at Kennewick First Lutheran.
Each chapter inspired group conversation. How has going to church changed over recent decades? Is your
church identity clear (core values, guiding principles, mission priorities) and is it regularly communicated?
How can we be more invitational at Kennewick First Lutheran and still be our authentic selves? Already some
of these concepts have been introduced to our online service. At the beginning of each online service Pastor
JJ asks a reflective question such as “Who is it in your life that shows you God’s love?” And he regularly reiterates our First Lutheran guiding principles during worship:
Jesus is Lord and Savior
In Everything-Prayer
Everyone: Welcome!
Servants of All
All have Gifts to Share
The Word of God is our Guide
While our Kennewick First Lutheran message is clearly written, how can we share it with more than our immediate group of faithful members? There are simple tips given in the book from how to comfortably invite
someone to church to keeping communication current with the public through the church website and social
media. Christmas and Easter always seem to be the easiest times of year to invite someone to join you at
church but what about a servant project that you think someone might like to participate in or listen to a
meaningful message from one of our online Sunday school and worship services?
It is one thing to read about good ideas in a book and another to actually put them into practice. Over the
next few weeks, we will be introducing an easy and fun way to invite friends, family or acquaintances to Grow
in Faith and Share God’s Love with All at Kennewick First Lutheran. In the meantime, we invite you to read
the book The Invitational Christian and share your thoughts with members of the Mutual Ministry Committee
– Ron Lerch, Amber Hanchette, Renae Yecha, Rick Shimskey, John Martell and Tammi Payton.
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Prayer requests:
Urgent Prayer needs… Kim Brock , Jan
Anderson, comfort in her final days
and all those who are fighting COVID19
Ongoing Prayers... For all those struggling with cancer, Caryn Brown, Susan
Cook, Elena Etter, Susan Cook, Parker,
Ashley, Donna, Karen Twenhafel,
Christopher Powers, and Mark; those
struggling with mental health and addiction, Patti Frimodt, Gracie Bolstad
Those in the military including... Mason Land (Air Force); Will Moniz
(Marines); Captain Nicholas Barrett
(Air Force); Captain Amanda Barrett;
Major Susan Brown (Army); Ike Wilbur
(Navy); Ryan Myers (Navy); Ryan
Baydo (Army); Commander David
O’Donahue; Sgt 1st Class Matthew
Jackson
We thank you for the lives of those
whose birthdays we celebrate this
week: Shelley Beauchamp, Darrah
Lerch, Tom Vertrees, Lindy Von Dohlen

Pastor JJ is looking for people or families who would like to share
the peace with the congregation. The whole month of January is
open, so if you would like to participate in our weekly worship service please contact him to receive easy directions on how to make
this happen! pastorjjdygert@gmail.com
Have you been missing your Christ In Or Home booklets? Consider signing up for the electronic version.
Visit: https://go.augsburgfortress.org/temporary-christ-in-ourhome-email

“The Bible Project Bible Study”
led by Pastor JJ will return Monday January 11th at 3:30 PM. This
will be a Zoom meeting and the
log-in link and information is
down below.
This week we are examining the
Public Reading of Scripture and
how listening to the Bible read out
loud in community can be a lifechanging experience. In this week’s Bible Study, we are exploring
how vital this ancient practice is for shaping our perspectives and
beliefs. There is a introduction message from Clarissa, we will
watch the video done by “The Bible Project”, and interact with the
ideas and discussion questions to learn more about the public
reading of Scripture.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86130251126?
pwd=aTJQVUI3MU5xQS8zd0J0SHFXSHJwZz09
Meeting ID: 861 3025 1126
Passcode: 489615

Annual Congregational Meeting
If you have a prayer concern, please
call the church office and leave a message, or email @
kennewickflc@gmail.com

The annual Meeting of our congregation is scheduled for January 24th
2021, at 11:00 AM. This year the meeting will be a virtual Zoom meeting, the link will be available the week before the meeting. You can
use your own device, (computer, phone, or tablet,) to attend the
meeting. Detailed instructions on how to access and use Zoom will be
shared closer to the meeting. If you have any questions or concerns
please let Pastor JJ know via his cell phone or his email
(pastorjjdygert@gmail.com).
Annual reports will be sent via email, unless you request a copy to be
mailed to your house. Please email the office if you would prefer a
hard copy! (kennewickflc@gmail.com)
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